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Pursuit (Truth)

Have you ever missed your
exit on the interstate?

Waloome i

Larry, my late older brother,
loved to tell a story about a
time he and my sister, Ann,
were driving to visit our parents.
Ann was behind the wheel while
my brother slept in the passen-
ger seat. She didn't want to
wake him, even though she realized something wasn't right, so
she kept driving.

Eventually, she woke our brother and said, "l think we're lost."
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Pursuit (Truth)

Larry looked around and
quickly realized they weren't just
a few miles off course. They were
in a state they had never intend-
ed to enter.

The problem wasn't that the
car had stopped moving. It was
moving just fine. The problem
wasn't that Ann wasn'’t a good
driver. She is a safe and consci-
entious driver. The problem was
that somewhere back along the
highway, they missed the right
exit.

| suspect most of us have had
a similar experience. | know |
have. We become distracted. We
assume we're headed in the right
direction. We keep making pro-
gress. Then one day, we realize
we're not where we intended to
be.

This week, we come to one of
the most familiar phrases in the
Declaration of Independence:
"Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness."

The Declaration doesn't guar-
antee happiness. It protects our
freedom to pursue it. Which
raises an important question.
What are we pursuing?

Every day, our culture points
us toward another exit. "This is
what will make you happy.” "This
is what you've been missing.” "If
you can just get here, then you'll
finally be satisfied.”

Before takin another exit, it
might be wise to ask yourself a
simple questions: Check your
exit.

...cont from pg 2

An interstate is full of exits.
Life is too. But, not every exit
leads where we hope. Also,

have you ever noticed how quick-

ly yesterday's dream can become
today's disappointment?

We work hard for something
we've wanted for months, some-
times years. We save our money.
We anticipate the day it finally
becomes ours. A new vehicle.

A larger home. A promotion.
A new phone. A long-awaited
vacation.

For a while, we're excited.
We should be. There is nothing
wrong with enjoying life's bless-
ings.

But then something happens.
The excitement begins to fade.
Before long, we're looking
toward the next purchase, the
next accomplishment, the next
goal, the next thing that promis-
es to make life complete.

Most of us have lived that
story.

It's one reason advertisers
spend billions of dollars every
year convincing us that happi-
ness is just one more exit down
the road. If only we had a little
more. A little newer. A little
bigger. A little more impressive.
We keep driving because the
next exit promises what the last
one couldn't deliver.

That same pursuit plays out
on a much larger stage.
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The Declaration of Independ-
ence protects our freedom to
pursue happiness. But it wisely
leaves another question unan-
swered.

Where is happiness actually
found?

Perhaps that's why the story of
the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting
Pool has captured so much at-
tention.

A reflecting pool has one pur-
pose: to reflect. It draws our
eyes beyond itself. We see the
Washington Monument stretch-
ing toward the sky. We see the
Lincoln Memorial standing as a
reminder of a nation still striving
toward its highest ideals. Some-
times, if we look carefully
enough, we even see ourselves.

Maybe that's why this week's
story has lingered in my mind. It
raises a question far more im-
portant than the future of a re-
flecting pool.

What are we reflecting?

That is hardly a new ques-
tion. More than six hundred
years before the birth of Jesus,
the prophet Jeremiah watched
Judah's leaders pursue grand
projects while neglecting justice.
God challenged King Jehoiakim
through the prophet: "Your fa-
ther gave the poor and needy
their rights, and all went well for
him. That is what it means to
know me." (Jeremiah 22:16)

Page 18



Volume 6 Issue 5 Page 3
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Sylvia Pittman Richard Oram Dean Lamoreaux Norma Buzzard
Mirium Watson Jonathon Misner

Nancy Elston

COMING UP THIS WEEK: JULY 6 — 12

July 6 Mon 10:00am Frank Murtaugh Meeting

July 7 Tue 9:00am-until gone Produce will be available each
week, along with canned goods, until further notice

July 8 Wed 1:00pm Food Pantry Monitor
July 9 Thu 1:00pm United Women in Faith
July 10 Fri

July 11 Sat

July 12 Sun 10:30am New Beginnings

Contemporary Worship

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched YouTube channel. You can find these %Vg

AV

Links along with more information about us on our website at (HintAshbury.org).



https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org

Beginning
July 12, we
begin a new

; titled
" THE Mortgaged.
SERVICEBERRY You likely

Abundance and Reciprocity
in the Natural World

already know
what a mort-
gage is. We

borrow from the future in order to
enjoy something today. Sometimes

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
uuuuuuuu BRAIDING SWEETGRASS

that borrowing helps us build some-

worship series
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Office Secretary

Finance Director
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Sylvia Pittman Empowerment Arts
Jim Craig Board & Leadership Chair
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Terrance Williams Aurts Center Mgr
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Most of us think of a mortgage as a loan on a house.
We receive something valuable today and agree to pay for
it over time. At its best, a mortgage helps build a future.

tomorrow.

thing lasting. A home mort-
gage, for example, may cre-
ate stability and opportuni-
ty for generations.

But not all mortgages
work that way.
Throughout this series, we'll
explore a simple but im-
portant question: What are
we borrowing from the
future, and what are we
leaving behind?

To accompany our conver-
sations, we will be reading
The Serviceberry: Abundance
and Reciprocity in the Natural

Leadership in 8
Worship § Service m
Tong & Mirium Welcome Team
CLJ ndi Worship Leader
Anthony & Jim Ushers
Jonathon & Terrance  Production Team
Yasheah & Mirium Nurserg
Christine Cafe

A family finds a home. A community grows stronger. An
investment today creates something of lasting value

But not every mortgage builds the future.

Sometimes we trade what matters most for what matters
now. We sacrifice lasting goods for temporary pleasures. We
exchange truth for convenience, relationships for success,
stewardship for profit, and contentment for endless accumu-
lation. We consume gifts we did not create and borrow
against tomorrow, leaving someone else to pay the bill.
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World by Robin Wall
Kimmerer.

Many of you may recognize
Kimmerer as the author of the
bestselling book Braiding
Sweetgrass. A botanist, teach-
er, and gifted storyteller, she
invites readers to look at the
natural world not merely as a
collection of resources to con-
sume, but as a community
of relationships built on gift,
gratitude, and mutual care.

At the center of the book
is a simple observation.

When a serviceberry tree
produces fruit, it does not
create scarcity. It creates
abundance. Birds eat. Animals
eat. People eat. Seeds spread.
New life grows. The tree par-
ticipates in a cycle of gener-
osity that benefits the entire
community.
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Whether we realize it or not, every life leaves an inheritance.

The question is not simply whether we are borrowing. The question is: What are we leaving
behind?

Scripture begins with a gift. Before there was work, there was a garden. Before there was own-
ership, there was trust. Before there was abundance to enjoy, there was abundance to steward.

Everything we cherish—our lives, our families, our faith, our communities, even the earth itself—
has been entrusted to us by God. We did not create these gifts. We received them.

Every generation must answer the same question: What will we do with what we've been given?
Beginning July 12, we'll explore that question together in Mortgaged, a new worship series about
stewardship, inheritance, gratitude, community, and joy. Together we'll wrestle with questions that
touch every part of life:

What has God entrusted to us?

How much is enough?

What do we owe one another?

Can we love a future we may never see?
What kind of life bears fruit?

Along the way, we may discover something surprising. Stewardship is not primarily about giving
things up. It is about discovering a better way to live.

Our culture often promises that joy can be purchased through more—more wealth, more posses-
sions, more influence, more success. Yet Jesus points us toward a different kind of abundance. The
deepest joy is found not in what we accumulate, but in what we cultivate. Joy grows in relationships.
It grows in gratitude. It grows when we participate in God's work of bringing life, hope, and healing
into the world.

That is why one question will guide us throughout this journey:

Are we leaving behind a harvest—or a bill?
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Our companion book for this series is The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural
World by Robin Wall Kimmerer.

You did not choose me ... | choose Drawing on the life of the humble serviceberry tree, Kimmerer
you and appointed you to go and invites readers to imagine an economy shaped not by endless con-
bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that = sumption, but by gratitude, reciprocity, and shared abundance.
endures. Though not written as a Christian book, it beautifully complements
John 15:16 our exploration of biblical stewardship and the common good.

Whether you join us for worship, participate in a Life Group,
read the companion book, or simply come with an open mind and heart, we invite you to become part of
the conversation.

Summer is a season of gardens, orchards, berries, and harvests. It reminds us that every seed matters,
every season has its purpose, and every harvest begins with someone willing to plant.

What kind of future are we cultivating?
Are we leaving behind a harvest—or a bill?

Here is our schedule of episodes for our series. Sometimes details change based on what’s going on
in the world or simply because God has a better idea:

Episode Sundays Title Scripture
One July 12 Entrusted Genesis 2:4-15
Two July 19 Enough Luke 12:13-21
Three July 26 Inheritance Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Four August 2 Common Good Acts 2:42-47
Five August 9 Harvesting John 15:1-17

Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We share our weekly episodes on Facebook and our
YouTube channel, and go live at 10:30 a.m. You can find these links and more information about us,
or join our live broadcast on our website, FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Our companion book for this series is Robin Wall Kimmerer. The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity
in the Natural World. New York: Scribner, 2024.


https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

“Feed Flint”




“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE:

It is through Christ that all of us are able to come in the one Spirit into the
presence of God.

Ephesians 2:14—22

NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS:

1. Read Ephesians 2:14-22 and this week’s Circuit Rider article titled Together.

2. This week, reflect on the celebrations that you've experienced as part of the
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. What does this mean
for you and your family? What does building bridges mean to you?

3. How can your group members help you be more receptive to hearing and
understanding the Word of God this week? Pray for one another to be
blessed by the Holy Spirit with greater courage.




SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARM — "HOW YOU CAN DONATE” Page 10

Show Your Support
For Your Local Farm

We need your help to purchase fencing to keep
our furry friends from eating up all our crops and
not sharing with us.

Donate

e Text “FARMCDC”
e t0 53-555
e Scan QR Code

More Information :

O (810) 235-0016
funding@flintasbury.org
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Kimmerer asks what might happen if we learned to see our lives through a similar lens.
What if fulfillment comes not from accumulating more, but from participating more fully in relationships
of generosity? What if the things we value most cannot be bought or sold? What if the future is some-
thing we are called to nurture rather than consume?

These questions lie at the heart of our faith as well. Scripture consistently reminds us that life is a
gift, that creation is entrusted to our care, and that our neighbors are not competitors but companions.
You do not need to read any or all of this book to follow our series. However, the book is a short and
accessible read. We simply invite you to read along as we explore these themes together.

Here is a suggested reading schedule:

Sunday's Chapter (s)

July 12 Intro & Ch 1

July 19 Ch's2 &3

July 26 Ch 4

August 2 Ch's 5 & 6
August 9 Ch 7 & Invitation

Whether you read every page or simply join us for worship, we hope this book expands your
imagination and helps us ask a deeper question together:

What kind of future are we creating for those who come after us?

We'll have a few books available for purchase at $10 each. Additional copies of the hardcover
edition are available through Amazon for $11. This book is available in paperback, but at a slightly
higher cost on Amazon. You should also be able to find this book at the local library.

Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference that week's
chapters or themes. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace. You can
purchase your own copy or visit your local library.

You can contact our office with questions by phone or simply type your question or enter a
prayer request on our website's homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Robin Wall Kimmerer. The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World. New York:
Scribner, 2024.


http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

Together (Truth) ...cont from pg 1

Most Americans still believe in
hard work. They still believe
that people deserve an oppor-
tunity to build a good life, raise
a family, contribute to their
community, and retire with dig-
nity. They may disagree pas-
sionately about how to accom-
plish those goals, but beneath
those disagreements is a
shared longing for something
we have always called the
“American Dream.”

That dream has never been
about guaranteeing equal out-
comes. It has been about pre-
serving the possibility that ordi-
nary people, through oppor-
tunity, responsibility, and perse-
verance, might flourish. It de-
pends upon something larger
than individual success. It de-
pends upon the belief that
we're in this together.

Think about a bridge. Most
of us cross bridges without giv-
ing them a second thought.
They quietly carry thousands of
people every day—young and
old, rich and poor, Republican
and Democrat, lifelong citizens
and first-time visitors. A bridge
doesn't ask who deserves to
cross. It simply does what it
was built to do. Of course,
bridges aren't free. They exist
because generations before us
believed that some things are
worth building and maintaining
together.

Our companion book ends
by reflecting on that very idea.
Walter Isaacson observes that

the economic assumptions
guiding our nation over the
past several decades have cre-
ated extraordinary prosperity
for some while leaving many
others wondering whether the
American Dream is still within
reach. Whether one agrees with
every aspect of his analysis is
less important than the ques-
tion it raises:

Who should our economy
serve?

That is a question worthy of
honest debate. Yet increasing-
ly, honest debate seems to be
giving way to something else.

Rather than carefully weigh-
ing ideas, we are encouraged
to dismiss them with labels.
Instead of asking whether a
proposal is wise, truthful, or
serves the common good, we
are told what to call it. Labels
become substitutes for think-
ing. They are often chosen, not
to invite conversation, but to
end it before it begins.

Truth suffers whenever lan-
guage is used that way.

That should concern every
Christian. The Ninth Command-
ment does not merely prohibit
lying in a courtroom. It calls
God's people to bear truthful
witness about our neighbors.
Surely that includes refusing to
misrepresent one another's
motives, beliefs, and ideas for
the sake of winning an argu-
ment or holding onto power.
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The result is that most of us
feel unheard. We work hard.
We contribute to our communi-
ties. We care for aging parents,
teach children, repair roads,
grow food, start businesses,
serve in hospitals, factories,
and churches. Yet most of us
wonder whether the leaders
and institutions meant to serve
“the people” still remember the
people they were created to
serve.

We rarely notice a bridge as
it faithfully carries us across the
river. We only notice it when it
begins to fail. Perhaps the
same is true of the common
good. We rarely think about it
until we begin to lose confi-
dence that it will still carry us.

Perhaps that is why so many
today are searching for leaders
who speak about the common
good rather than simply ap-
pealing to our fears or our
grievances. Perhaps people are
hungry for a public life where
truth matters more than slo-
gans, where ideas are judged
honestly, and where our deep-
est disagreements are met with
integrity rather than distortion.

What if our hunger
is telling us some-
thing?

What if the deep-
est crisis we face is
not simply political or
economic?

What if we have
forgotten what it
means to belong to
one another?



Together (Truth)

The American experiment did
not begin God's story. It became
another chapter in humanity's
long struggle to learn to live to-
gether for the common good,
continuing a story that began at
creation's very beginning and
was shared with us in scripture.

Not because America was set
apart by God above every other
nation. And not because our
founders agreed on what Scrip-
ture says. But because every
generation must wrestle with the
same questions: How do people
live together? How is power
used? Who belongs? What does
justice require?

Thousands of years ago, God’s
prophets spoke to people about
God'’s vision for a different kind
of community. A community
where justice was stronger than
power and peace was stronger
than fear. Through the prophet
Isaiah, God declared: "The effect
of righteousness will be peace.
The result of righteousness will
be lasting security
forever." (Isaiah 32:17)

Peace, in the Bible, is never
simply the absence of conflict. It
is the presence of right relation-
ships—with God, with one anoth-
er, and with creation. The He-
brew word shalom describes a
community where people flourish
together because justice and
truth are allowed to take root.

Jesus brings that same vision
to the present. When asked to
summarize God's law, He did not

...cont from pg 12

speak first about individual
success or personal
achievement. He answered:
"Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind. This is
the greatest and most important
commandment.” But then Jesus
added, “The second most
important commandment is like
it: Love your neighbor as you
love yourself" (Matthew 22:37—
39).

It's critically important that we
not forget that love of God and
love of neighbor cannot be sep-
arated. The health of our rela-
tionship with God is revealed by
the way we treat one another.

Paul also writes about God’s
vision in a letter to the church in
Ephesus. Paul was writing to a
church divided by history,
ethnicity, religion, and culture,
when he announces something
extraordinary: "For Christ himself
has brought us peace by making
Jews and Gentiles one people.
With his own body he broke
down the wall that separated
them and kept them
enemies" (Ephesians 2:14).

Notice what Paul does not
say. He does not say that one
side defeated the other. He does
not say that one group finally
gained enough power to impose
its will. He does not say that
peace comes when everyone
thinks alike.
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Paul says that Christ tore
down the wall. And whenever a
wall comes down, the possibil-
ity of building a bridge appears.

You see, a wall divides. It
separates. A wall teaches us to
fear those on the other side.
But Christ came, Paul reminds
us, to remove walls, not
reinforce them.

Paul’s letter continues: "So
then, you Gentiles are not for-
eigners or strangers any longer.
You are now fellow citizens
with God's people and mem-
bers of the family of
God" (Ephesians 2:19).

For centuries, Israel under-
stood itself as God's covenant
people. Their story was the sto-
ry of God's faithfulness—from
slavery in Egypt, through the
wilderness, into the Promised
Land. But now Paul announces
something almost unimagina-
ble. Through Christ, Gentiles are
no longer outsiders looking in.
They, too, have become fellow
citizens and members of God's
family.

Paul reminds us that Gen-
tiles, including us, are fellow
citizens and members of God's
family. We are people who be-
long together.

That is the gospel, church.

Page 14



Together (Truth)

According to scripture, God's
purpose isn't merely to save iso-
lated individuals. Although this
is clearly an important part.
More importantly, God's purpose
has always been to create a peo-
ple—a community shaped by
truth, justice, mercy, and love.
This is why we can view the
American experiment as another
chapter in humanity's ongoing
struggle to learn how to live to-
gether.

And since Christ has declared
us to become one people, then
every question we ask about our
common life begins here: How
do we live together as people
who already belong to one an-
other?

What if we believe that Christ
has really torn down the walls
that divide us? What if we
stopped treating those who dis-
agree with us as enemies to de-
feat and began seeing them as
neighbors to understand?

Imagine what that might look
like.

Imagine becoming known as
people who build bridges in-
stead of walls. Not because
bridges are easy to build. They
aren't. They require patience,
sacrifice, trust, and a willingness
to meet someone halfway. But
every bridge says something
walls never can: there is another
way.

..cont from pg 13

It is through Christ that all of us
are able to come in the one
Spirit into the presence of God.

Ephesians 2:14-22

Imagine a country where truth
mattered more than slogans. A
nation where we judge ideas by
their wisdom rather than by the
labels attached to them. Where
disagreement is not viewed as
betrayal, but as an opportunity to
learn.

Imagine an economy measured
not only by the wealth it creates,
but by the opportunities it pro-
vides. A society where success is
celebrated, not because a fortu-
nate few have prospered, but be-
cause ordinary families can work
hard, care for one another, and
still believe the future will be bet-
ter for their children.

Imagine leaders who under-
stand that public office is a public
trust, not a pathway to personal

glory.

Imagine citizens who refuse to
reward lies, no matter who tells
them, and who insist that truth is
never negotiable because democ-
racy itself depends upon it.

Imagine Christians becoming
known, not for winning argu-
ments, but for refusing to bear
false witness. People who speak
truth with humility, who listen be-
fore judging, who seek justice
without hatred, and who remem-
ber that every person they meet
bears the image of God.
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This vision is not naive. It is
the vision of Isaiah. It is the
vision of Jesus. It is the vision
Paul describes when he tells us
that Christ has made us one
people.

Perhaps the greatest gift we
could give our nation in its
250th year is not louder voices
or stronger opinions. Perhaps
it is a community willing to live
as though we truly be-
lieve...We're in this together.

Over the past six weeks, we
have explored some of the
most important words in our
faith and in our democracy. Us.
Evident. Equal. Dignity. Pursuit.
And today...Together.

Each week has reminded us
that truth is more than getting
our facts right. Truth shapes
how we see one another. Truth
decides whether power serves
itself or serves the common
good. Truth determines wheth-
er we build walls or bridges.

Walls protect us from peo-
ple we fear. Bridges connect us
to people we have yet to un-
derstand. Christ chose the
bridge.

The day marking the 250th
anniversary of our Declaration
of Independence is over. Soon,
the fireworks will be over. The
flags will be folded away. And
the celebration will begin to
fade.
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Together (Truth) ... cont from pg 14

But the experiment contin-
ues.

Every generation must decide
whether those words—all are
created equal—will remain mere-
ly something we celebrate or
become something we practice.

The church has a unique call-
ing in that decision.

Long before there was an
American experiment, God was
already forming a people whose
lives would bear witness to a
different way of living together.
A people shaped by truth in-
stead of fear. By justice instead
of favoritism. By mercy instead
of vengeance. By love instead of
power.

That calling now belongs to
us.

Not because America is God's
chosen nation. But because we
are God's people. And wherever
God's people are found, they are
called to tell the truth, seek jus-
tice, love their neighbors, and
work for the common good.

The Declaration gave our na-
tion an extraordinary vision.
Christ gives the Church its en-
during mission. May we have the
wisdom to hold both with grati-
tude.

And may future generations
be able to say that, when truth
was tested, we chose to stand
together.

You can join us each Sunday in
person or online by clicking the
button on our website's
homepage. Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on our
website

at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

This article is part of a weekly
newsletter called the Circuit
Rider. You can request this publi-
cation by email by sending a
request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com,
or let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
Connect - choose Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

The series concept and some
content come from Walter
Isaacson. The Greatest
Sentence Ever Written. NY:
Simon & Schuster, 2025.
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CHECK THIS OUT !!!! Kroger Community Rewards .. pagel6

community

rewards

Where shopping and giving
come together and you can help!

The Kroger

Community Rewards

Program is designed to be
he easiest fund-raising

program in town! Simply

swipe your Plus Card and

earn rewards!

Learn more at

KrogerCommunityRewards.com
Or, call Kroger Customer Communications at

1-800-KROGERS, (576-4377)
OPTION #3

Add the South Flint
p Kitchen to your
ger Rewards Card
and Help Feed Flint

Eligible Organizations

Kroger Community Rewards is open to
organizations that are tax exempt
under 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Participants include
school groups,

churches and synagogues, youth
sports, food banks, animal support
groups and many others. Kroger does
not make donations to individuals.

Get your favorite local organization

enrolled

today! Enrollment applications can be
downloaded at Kroger.com

We’'re giving
32 million

to local area non profits

Use your Kroger Plus Card
and earn rewards for your
favorite organization.

Where shopping and giving

come together and you can help!




COME VISIT OUR ANGEL CLOSET AT THE SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN!!

5

THE SOUTH FLINT . /7
SOUP KITCHEN

PRESENTS

THE SESK
ANGEL CLOSET

Select gently worn clothing and
household goods!

OPEN THE 1°" AND 3%
WEDNESDAY OF EACH
MONTH FROM 11AM
UNTIL 1PM

WE ARE ACCEPTING GENTLY WORN
CLOTHING AT THIS TIME, PLEASE
RING THE BUZZER TO DROP THEM
OFF M-F FROM 11AM TO 12 NOON

DO NOT LEAVE OUTSIDE
THE DOOR

CALL (810) 239-3427 FOR MORE
INFORMATION

We believe that everyone has a
right to shop with dignity and
have access to quality clothing
regardless of their
circumstances in life.

South Flint Soup
Kitchen

3410 Fenton Road
Flint, Ml 48507
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Jeremiah reminds us that
greatness is not measured by
what we build, but by whether
people flourish because of our
leadership.

Not long afterward, the proph-
et Ezekiel confronted Israel's
shepherds. A common metaphor,
in scripture, for the nation's polit-
ical and religious leaders. Rather
than caring for the weak, healing
the sick, or seeking the lost, they
had used their positions for their
own benefit. Their leadership re-
flected self-interest instead of
God's compassion.

Reading those ancient proph-
ets, it's difficult not to recognize
why so many people today feel
unsettled. We know something
isn't quite right. We see it in the
headlines. We hear it in our con-
versations.

We even catch glimpses of it
in recent elections, where many
voters seem to be searching for a
different kind of leadership.
Whatever our political views, that
longing itself tells us something
important. Human beings instinc-
tively hunger for leaders who
help people flourish.

That brings us to Jesus.

Jesus heals a man who had
been blind since birth. Instead of
celebrating, the religious leaders
interrogated him, pressured his
parents, and eventually drove
him from the synagogue.

Like the prophets before Him,
Jesus also talked about
shepherds. "The thief comes only
in order to steal, kill, and
destroy," He says. "l have come in
order that you might have life—
life in all its fullness." (John
10:10)

Jesus doesn't simply expose
what false shepherds do. He re-
veals what God's leadership
looks like.

\

(The thief comes only in order to
steal, kill, and destroy. | have
come in order that you might
have life—life in all its fullness.

John 10:10

. J

If the road you're traveling
steals life, divides people, or
leaves your neighbors be-
hind...Check your exit.

Where others take life, Jesus
gives it. Where others divide, Je-
sus restores. Where others pur-
sue themselves, Jesus pursues
us.

The Declaration of Independ-
ence protects our freedom to
pursue happiness.

Jesus shows us what that pur-
suit has been pointing toward all
along: not a life centered on our-
selves, but a life lived in all its
fullness.

Several years ago, our con-
gregation explored the ideas
found in a book titled
The Abundant Community by
John McKnight and Peter Block.
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We didn't simply read the book.
We practiced it. Together, we
learned to see our neighborhood
differently.

Most communities are taught
to begin with a simple question:
"What's wrong here?” Professor
McKnight and community organiz-
er, Peter Block, suggested a bet-
ter one: "What capabilities are al-
ready here?"

It's a remarkably hopeful way to
see the world. Instead of begin-
ning with problems, begin with
people. Instead of focusing on de-
ficiencies, discover gifts. Instead of
asking what we lack, ask what
God has already placed among us.
That vision sounds remarkably like
the life Jesus describes.

Life in all its fullness isn't meas-
ured by how much we accumulate
for ourselves. It grows as we dis-
cover our gifts, share them gener-
ously, and help others discover
theirs.

That's true for individuals. It's
true for churches. It's true for
communities. And it's true for na-
tions. The pursuit of happiness
isn't ultimately about getting
more. It's about becoming more
fully alive together.

Every day we choose which
exits to take. Some exits promise
success but leave us isolated.
Some promise security but leave
us fearful. Some promise great-
ness but leave our neighbors be-
hind.
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Pursuit (l'ruth) ... cont from pg 18

Jesus points us toward an-
other road altogether—a road
where our lives become a gift to
others. Perhaps that's what hap-
piness has been pointing to-
ward all along.

Sooner or later, every inter-
state traveler comes to another
exit. Some lead to restaurants.
Some to gas stations. Some to
rest areas. Some lead us home.
Life is much the same. Every
day, we make choices about
what we will pursue, what will
shape us, and ultimately what
our lives will reflect.

The Declaration of Independ-
ence wisely protects our free-
dom to pursue happiness.

Jesus invites us to pursue some-
thing even deeper. Life. Not
merely existence. Not endless
consumption. Not the next pos-
session, promotion, or public
recognition. But, life in all its
fullness.

Perhaps that's why the
prophets called leaders to seek
justice before monuments. Per-
haps that's why Jesus called
himself the Good Shepherd in-
stead of a king. And perhaps
that's why the greatest joy we
will ever experience isn't found
in asking, "What can | get next?"

It's found in asking, “Whose
life can | help flourish?”

May our lives reflect the One
who came not to steal, kill, or
destroy, but to give life. And
when the next exit appears, may
we have the wisdom—and the
courage—to choose the one that
leads there.

The Declaration protects our
freedom to pursue happiness.

Jesus invites us to pursue some-
thing even deeper. Life. Not
merely existence. Not endless
consumption. Not the next pos-
session, promotion, or public
recognition. But, life in all its full-
ness.

Perhaps that's why the prophets
called leaders to seek justice be-
fore monuments. Perhaps that's
why Jesus called himself the
Good Shepherd instead of a
king. And perhaps that's why the
greatest joy we will ever experi-
ence isn't found in asking, "What
can | get next?"

It's found in asking, "Whose life
can | help flourish?"

May our lives reflect the One
who came not to steal, kill, or
destroy, but to give life. And
when the next exit appears, may
we have the wisdom—and the
courage—to choose the one that
leads there.

The Declaration protects our
freedom to pursue happiness.
Jesus shows us where life is
found.
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Before you follow another
promise...Before you just keep
driving...Check your exit.

You can join us each Sunday in
person or online by clicking the
button on our website's
homepage. Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on our
website
at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

This article is part of a weekly
newsletter called the Circuit Rider.
You can request this publication
by email by sending a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com,
or let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
Connect - choose Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

The series concept and some
content come from Walter
Isaacson. The Greatest
Sentence Ever Written. NY:
Simon & Schuster, 2025.


http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/
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SART AUCTION 4
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SATURDAY, JULY 18T %

o LOCATION: '
1613 Jane Ave,

Flint, MI. 48506

A TIME:
rf% 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm ‘ =

SILENT AUCTION o
ENDS AT 3:00

REFRESHMENTS ;
& APPETIZERS i MUSIC : RESOURCE
-1 - e A PARTNERS
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ASBURY CDC IS CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF IMPACT!! Page 22

Asbury -C DC Celebrate; ~
5 ‘ears of IMpactl

ASBURY
CDC

Asbury Community BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES
Development

Corporation (Asbury +
CDCQ) is a nonproft
501c(5) organization
located on Flint’s
east side, all charity

dedicated to improving chip in
the quality of life

l The Ally Challenge Events

- Family Fun Night
Thursday, August 27 « 5:00PM -7:30Fm

- Folds of Honor Friday
Friday, August 28
Opening cecemny & Parachute Jumper
« Concert @17 presented by
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
Estimated start time: 6:30PM
(featuring Wildflowers)

bt AT eSSV -y Commnty over
iy developn;ent (hallenge LT g  Saturday Agust
ket Growth - « Thenders Chicken &
and workforce opportunities. Waffle Brunch
Sunday, August 30

Together supporting Urban Farming
& Youth Workforce Development!

Through initiatives such as Asbury Farms South Flint Soup Kitchen,
The Help Center and Food Pantry, and the Sizzling Culture Youth Workforce ...
- .. Development Program, Asbury CDC provides fresh produce, -
= nutrltlous meals, emergency assistanct, job tramrng o ik et

Free for Sunday Ticket Holders

B,
I‘ >
-

_ %,3 - DONATE NOW:
2 S 2 / » \_
7 theaIlychallenge.comlchrpm

e
y




CELEBRATE 15 YEARS OF IMPACT WITH ASBURY CDC—
YOUR GIFT GOES FURTHER TODAY!!

Dear Friends and Supporters,

This year, Asbury Community Development Corporation (Asbury CDC) proudly celebrates 15 years
of serving the Flint community through food access, youth development, urban agriculture, and
neighborhood revitalization. As we reflect on the lives impacted and the milestones achieved,

we invite you to be part of the next chapter of our story.

We are excited to announce our participation in The Ally Challenge Chip In for Charity Program,
giving you an opportunity to make an even greater impact. Through this special partnership,

The Ally Challenge will contribute an additional 10% to every donation made to Asbury CDC,
increasing the value of your gift at no additional cost to you. Plus you can join in on any of

The Ally Challenge events. Join us in person at the Family Fun Night, Thursday, August 27th

from 5:00pm to 7:30pm..

Give Today:
https://theallychallenge.com/chipin

Use the drop down menu and select Asbury CDC. We are 1st on the list!
DONATE DONATE DONATE

Copyright © 2026 Asbury Community Development Corporation. All rights reserved. You are receiving this
email because you opted in via our website.

Our mailing address is:
Asbury Community Development Corporation 1653 Davison Rd Flint, Ml 48506-3550 USA
Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe



FREE MEALS AT FLINT ASBURY UMCI!
FREE MEALS

ALL SUMMER LONG

(For all kids under 18 years old)

WHERE: Flint Asbury UMC 1653 Davison Rd
WHEN: June 22, 2026 through August 22, 2026
TIMES: 12:35pm—12:55pm (Monday-Friday)

MEALS: Lunch (Food Truck)

:umnuam MEET UP o =
5 E AT UP AMERICA

of Eastern Michigan

(Food Bank of Eastern Michigan is an equal opportunity provider)



FREE MEALS AT SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN !

e

MEET I.IP




IN JULY - HAPPENING AT ASBURY UME!!!  rige 26

DATESIINFBU LAY
July'7, July14; July21; July/28:

—— NIME:
Noon to 6PM

PRICES)
START AT

52 {_}CES START AT $2 T

Q@ LOCATION:

Asbury United Methodist Church
1653 Davison Road, Flint 48506

“ s SUPPORT OUR DANCERS & DRUMMERS

FOR MORE INFO:
CONTACT BABA KEVIN COLLINS
AT (810) 394-3880




— NORTH END MUSIC FESTIVAL 2026 — Page 27

AFHICAN DRUM & DANCE PARENT ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2026

4501 CLIO ROAD, FLINT, MICHIGAN 48504 (IN THE PARKING LOT)
S\ NOON TO 9:00 PM

FEATURING:

LIVE MUSIC (BANDS TBA)

AFRICAN DRUM AND DANCE PERFORMANCE
BOUNCE HOUSES —

/ prum , \
BRING LAWN CHAIRS

"

: Your tas dollars

FOR INFORMATION: CONTACT KEVIN BABA COLLINS
810-394-3880 | babacollins14@gmail.com
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