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Responsibility (Epiphany) 41 wore days for

One of the defining struggles
of our time is the widening gap
between those with wealth and é
power and the vast majority who %ﬂ@
live without either. These inequities ; U RY,
reach far beyond access to comfort
or convenience. They shape whose
voices are heard, whose bodies
are protected, whose stories are
believed, and whose suffering is
ignored. When power concentrates in the hands of a few, the many
are not simply inconvenienced—they are rendered invisible.
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Responsibility (Epiphany)

We’ ve seen this tension sur-
face publicly through figures like
Bobby Pulido and Bad Bunny.
While both are successful,
wealthy, and influential, and
appeal to millions, they both dis-
covered that popularity is cele-
brated only as long as it remains
harmless to those in power.

Once they chose to use their
platforms to speak on behalf of
the marginalized—particularly
people of color and immigrant
communities who have been pro-
filed, detained, and separated
from their families—their voices
suddenly became *problematic.’
What offends is not their fame,
but their solidarity with people
the administration has tried to
convince us are the enemy.

This matters because the cost
of these inequities is not theoret-
ical. It is paid in fear, displace-
ment, detention, and the daily
erosion of dignity. Language and
skin tone become grounds for
suspicion. Entire communities
learn that safety is conditional.
When this happens, the issue is
no longer politics—it is the value
we place on human life.

And this is where faith can
no longer remain neutral. If we
truly believe that every person
is loved by God, then equality is
not an abstract idea—it is a re-
sponsibility. A responsibility that
asks us to notice who is being
silenced, to question who bene-
fits from that silence, and to de-
cide where we will stand when

cont. from pg 1

power and compassion are no
longer aligned.

From God’ s perspective, we
are not ranked by wealth, influ-
ence, citizenship, language, gen-
der, or skin tone. We are loved.
And because we are loved, we
are equal. That conviction is not
sentimental—it is disruptive. Any
system—political, economic, or
cultural—that treats some lives
as expendable directly contra-
dicts that truth. And God'’s love
for all persons challenges every
system that depends on hierar-
chy and every instinct we have to
sort people by value.

It also raises a hard question:
if this is who we are in God’ s
eyes, what responsibility does
faith place on how we treat one
another? That is the question the
letter of James refuses to let go
unanswered.

The letter of James was writ-
ten to a community under pres-
sure—socially, economically, and
spiritually. These were early
Christians trying to live out their
faith in a world shaped by scarci-
ty, hierarchy, and favoritism.
Wealth meant protection. Poverty
meant vulnerability. And even
within the church, the surround-
ing culture’ s values had begun
to seep in.

James writes not as a detached
theologian, but as a follower of
Jesus who is deeply concerned
that faith is being hollowed out
from the inside.
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His letter is practical, urgent, and
at times uncomfortable because
he believes something vital is at
stake. For James, belief in Jesus
is not merely a matter of person-
al conviction—it is a way of life
that must take visible shape in
community.

Throughout his letter, James
returns again and again to a sin-
gle concern: faith that remains
private, polite, or abstract is not
yet alive. He sees a community
tempted to confess the right
things while quietly adopting the
world’ s assumptions about
power, status, and worth. And
James will not allow them—or
us—to claim devotion to God
while participating in systems
that devalue those God loves.

What good is it for one of you
to say that you have faith if
your actions do not prove it?

James 2:14-17

Nowhere is this clearer than
in James’ s challenge to favorit-
ism. He understands that partiali-
ty is not just a social failure—it
is a theological one. To treat
some people as more deserving
of dignity than others is to forget
who we are before God. James
presses this point because he
knows how easily communities of
faith can mirror the inequalities
around them while convincing
themselves they are being faith-
ful. Page 13
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IN OUR PRAYERS FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES WHO ARE

Virginia Bigger Paula Gamble HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE
Sylvia Pittman Richard Oram Dean Lamoreaux Norma Buzzard
Mirium Watson Jonathon Misner
Nancy Elston
COMING UP THIS WEEK: FEBRUARY 9—15
Feb 9 Mon
Feb 10 Tue 9:00am-until gone Produce will be available each

week, along with canned qoods, until further notice

12Noon-6pm  Taco Tuesday in Fellowship Hall

Feb 11 Wed  Please RSVP for Spaghetti Luncheon by today (see flyer)
Feb 12 Thu

Feb 13 Fri

Feb 14 Sat HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

Feb 15 Sun  10:30am New Beginnings

Contemporary Worship
12Noon-2pm  United Women in Faith
Spaghetti Luncheon—Fellowship Hall

FLINT MISSION ZONE MEETING: Asbury UMC will be hosting this Zone
meeting on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 1pm in the Asbury Library. Please mark
your calendars. Any questions, feel free to call Michele Weston 810-624-1184.

** Sending Prayers for our Asbury member Paula Gamble, as you goes
through heart surgery this week at Henry Ford Hospital.

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched YouTube channel. You can find these

links along with more information about us on our website at (FintAsbury.org.)


https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org

Upcoming Worship Series
“Ally’ all”

Book Club News

During the

our worship

o) he itile

(Prince

the words of
Jesus in the

Sermon on the

Mount the way his first followers

heard them: not as a list of impossi-
ble individual expectations, but as a
shared way of life meant to shape a
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season of Lent,

series, All Y'all,
invites us to hear
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Over the past year, most of us have felt unmoored.

Truth feels fragile. Anger feels constant. Power feels
reckless. And too often, fear has been rewarded while com-

the room.

rooted in Jesus’

community that can heal the
world.

To accompany this
season, our suggested com-
panion book will be The
Little Prince by Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry.

At first glance, The Little
Prince appears to be a chil-
dren’s book. Its language is
simple. Its illustrations are
playful. But readers quickly
discover that it asks pro-
foundly adult questions.

Leadership in
Worship § Service

Tong & Mirium Welcome Team
ancli Worship Leader
Anthony & Jim Ushers
Jonathon & Terrance  Production Team
Yasheah & Mirium Nurserg
Christine Cafe

passion is dismissed as weakness. In moments like these,
it’ s tempting to retreat, to disengage, to harden, or to
surrender our moral imagination to the loudest voices in

During the season of Lent, Asbury will join other con-
gregations in a shared worship series entitled All y”all,
Sermon on the Mount. In this sermon,
Jesus sets before his followers a vision of life that is both
breathtaking and unsettling. Again and again, he takes
familiar commandments and intensifies them:
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Through a series of brief
encounters, the story ex-
plores how grown-ups come
to value the wrong things,
how power and possession
distort relationships, and
how love always carries
responsibility and risk.

In this way, The Little
Prince pairs surprisingly well
with the Sermon on the
Mount.

The Little Prince is a
deceptively simple story that
asks adult questions about
power, truth, love, and
responsibility. During Lent,
we'll read it slowly, alongside
Jesus’ words in the Sermon
on the Mount, letting the
story help us notice what
we might otherwise miss.

Page 11
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Upcoming Worship Series Ay all’

You have heard that it was said... but | say to you...”

In All Y” all, Jesus speaks to a people living amid instability, division, and the abuse of power—and
calls them to become a community shaped by truth, restraint, courage, and love. These teachings are not
abstract ideals. They are practical guidance for communities learning how to live faithfully when the
world feels like it’ s coming apart.

This series matters because the way we respond to anger, desire, truth, retaliation, and love will
determine what kind of people we become—and what kind of future we help make possible. Each week
builds on the last. Each teaching presses deeper. And together, they form a vision of shared life that can
resist chaos without becoming chaotic itself.

This Lent, we will not look away. We will listen closely. Because how we live together now matters
more than ever.

Jesus’ teachings on anger, desire, divorce, truthfulness, retaliation, and love have often been treated
as impossibly high moral ideals. As a result, Christians have found ways to sidestep them, explain them
away, or reduce them to private spiritual aspirations rather than lived practices.

This Lent, All y”all invites us to ask a different question. What if Jesus was not giving instructions for
individual moral perfection, but describing the kind of community that could heal the world?

The Gospel of Matthew was written for a Jewish Christian community living through upheaval. The
Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed. Jewish followers of Jesus were being expelled from syna-
gogues. Long-standing religious and social structures were unraveling.

In response, Matthew presents Jesus as a figure deeply rooted in Israel’ s story. For Matthew, Jesus is
a teacher like Moses, calling God’ s people into a renewed way of life. Just as Moses went up the moun-
tain to receive a law meant to shape a people, Jesus goes up a mountain and teaches a way of life meant
to form a community.

When Jesus speaks in the Sermon on the Mount, he is not addressing isolated individuals. He is
speaking to a gathered people. They are a diverse crowd of the poor, the overlooked, the wounded, and
the hopeful. And Jesus calls them salt of the earth, light of the world, and a city set on a hill.

This communal context matters.

Do not presume that | came to _ ) o L
abolish the Law or the Prophets; | In English, we lose an important distinction that exists in

did not come to abolish, but to the biblical languages. When Jesus says, “But | say to you...,”

fulfill. the “you” is plural. Jesus is speaking to all of them together.
A Community. If we were to translate Jesus’ words into a
Southern vernacular, we might hear him say, “All y’ all have
heard it said... but | say to all y’ all...” Page 6

Matthew 5:17
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The title of this series comes from this anomaly.

The “higher righteousness” Jesus describes is not about spiritual heroics or moral scorekeeping. It is
about how a community treats its members, especially the vulnerable. And how that community bears wit-
ness to God’ s reign in the world.

For example, anger is not just a private feeling because anger corrodes relationships. Lust is not just a
thought because lust objectifies and dehumanizes. Divorce laws are not abstract; they shape lives and power
dynamics. Oaths and promises are not rhetorical flourishes. They reveal whether a community can be trusted.
Retaliation is not inevitable because cycles of violence can be broken. And love extends beyond friends and
allies to enemies.

Taken together, these teachings describe a people learning how to do right by one another and by God.
Most of us read the Sermon on the Mount as a set of impossible standards meant to drive us toward guilt
or despair. But the early church heard these teachings differently. For them, the Sermon on the Mount func-
tioned as a rule of life. It served as a practical guide for shaping communities marked by reconciliation,
honesty, accountability, and love.

n other words, rather than asking, “Can | live up to this?” the better question may be, “What would it
look like for us to practice this together?” This shift from individual achievement to communal formation
stands at the heart of All y”all.

While guest preachers and pastors will bring their own voices and contexts to these texts, the shared
question remains the same. What kind of people are we becoming when we take Jesus seriously and take
each other seriously in the process?

This Lent, we will allow Jesus to challenge our assumptions, stretch our imaginations, and invite us into a
deeper way of living together. Not perfectly. Not individually. But faithfully—all y all, together.
Throughout Lent, we will explore six teachings from Matthew, chapter 5:

Episode Sundays Title Scripture
One Feb 22 Anger Matthew 5:21-26
Two Mar 1 Adultery Matthew 5:27-30
Three Mar 8 Retaliation Matthew 5:38-42
Four Mar 15 Divorce Matthew 5:31-32
Five Mar 22 Swearing Matthew 5:33-37
Six Mar 29 Love Matthew 5:43-48

Our journey begins on February 22, the first Sunday after Ash Wednesday.

Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We share our weekly episodes on Facebook and our
YouTube channel, and go live at 10:30 a.m. You can find these links and more information about us, or
join our live broadcast on our website, FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy
Series concept and substantial content created and shared by © The Rev. Jeremy Peters, Court Street United Methodist Church, 2026.
Used with permission. Additional content from: Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. The Little Prince. Translated by Richard Howard. NY:
Harper Collins, 2000.


https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

“Feed Flint”




“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE:

What good is it for one of you to say that you have faith if your actions do not
prove it?

James 2:14-17
NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS:

1. Read James 2:14-17 and the article in this week’s Circuit Rider titled
Responsibility.

2. This week, let's pay attention to who is being dismissed, ignored, or spoken
about rather than listened to—at work, online, or in our community. And ask
ourselves where comfort, familiarity, or fear might be shaping our responses to
others more than love.

3. Then look for one way to move closer to the needs of others—through
presence, advocacy, generosity, or listening. Let's pray with honesty, not only for
those who suffer, but for the courage to take responsibility where faith calls us
to act.

4. How can your group members help you be more receptive to hearing and
understanding the Word of God this week? Pray for one another to be blessed
by the Holy Spirit with greater courage.
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Show Your Support
For Your Local Farm

We need your help to purchase fencing to keep
our furry friends from eating up all our crops and
not sharing with us.

Donate

e Text “FARMCDC”
o t0 53-555
e Scan QR Code

More Information :

M (810) 235-0016
funding@flintasbury.org
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Like Jesus’ teaching, this story does not argue its case. It tells the truth sideways. It invites
reflection rather than compliance. And it reminds us that what matters most is often invisible to
those who are certain they already understand the world.

Rather than offering a strict reading schedule, we invite you to read this book slowly and lightly
during Lent. Some may read it all in a sitting. Others may return to a few chapters again and again.
Either approach is faithful. The goal is not completion, but attention.

Throughout the series, themes from the book—seeing clearly, resisting domination, loving
without possession, and accepting responsibility for one another—will echo the questions raised
in worship. You do not need to read the book to participate fully, but for those who choose to do
so, it may offer another way of listening for what Jesus is saying to all y'all together.

This Lent, we invite you to read a story, listen deeply, and practice seeing with the heart.
Here are our planned themes for this series:

Sunday's Themes

Feb 22 Misunderstanding and frustration
Mar 1 Possession versus love

Mar 8 Responsibility and consequence
Mar 15 Words, meaning, and trust

Mar 22 Power and resistance

Mar 29 The cost of love

We'll have a few books available for purchase at $6 each. Additional copies of the paperback
edition are available through Amazon for $6. This book may also be available at the local library.
Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference that week's
chapters or themes. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace. You can
purchase your own copy or visit your local library.

You can contact our office with questions by phone or simply type your question or enter a
prayer request on our website’'s homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. The Little Prince. Translated by Richard Howard. NY: Harper Collins, 2000.


http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

** WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN *% g2

Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup
Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make
checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen!

Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Donations can be dropped off Monday-Friday 11am-12Noon.
Calling ahead is not necessary, but our needs change frequent-
ly, so calling ahead of time 1s a good idea!

Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am
and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,
assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together
items to pass out to clients, and more.

Refer people!!

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com


http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Responsibility (Epiphany)

In this week’s scripture les-
son, James begins by naming
what often goes unspoken: fa-
voritism is not a minor social
flaw; it is a theological failure.
When we sort people by appear-
ance, wealth, or usefulness,
James says we have made dis-
tinctions among ourselves and
placed ourselves in the role of
judge. In other words, partiality
is not neutral—it is an act of au-
thority we were never meant to
claim.

In our companion book chap-
ters for this week, Nadia Bolz-
Weber pushes back hard against
the idea that Christian responsi-
bility is about moral superiority,
correct opinions, or personal pu-
rity. Instead, she keeps returning
to the stubborn, grace-soaked
truth that belonging to Christ
binds us to one another—
especially to people we would
rather keep at arm’ s length. Re-
sponsibility, in this telling, is not
first about doing better but
about staying present.

In her stories, we see respon-
sibility emerge in the form of
showing up honestly, as she
names how tempting it is to cu-
rate a spiritual life that keeps
our mess hidden and our reputa-
tions intact. But grace disrupts
that impulse. When we tell the
truth about who we are—our
addictions, our failures, our
fears—we take responsibility not
only for ourselves but for the

. cont from pg 2

community we inhabit. Honest
confession becomes a gift to oth-
ers, making room for shared hu-
manity rather than silent judg-
ment.

As she continues, she deepens
this by confronting the myth of
self-sufficiency. Here, responsibil-
ity is mutual. We are not just re-
sponsible for ourselves; we are
responsible to one another. The
church is not a gathering of the
spiritually independent but a
body where weakness, need, and
dependence are unavoidable.
Grace does not erase accountabil-
ity—it redefines it. We are ac-
countable for how our lives affect
others, whether we intend that
impact or not.

During this week’s final chap-
ter, responsibility takes on its
most concrete and uncomfortable
form: love that costs something.
We're encouraged to refuse a
version of faith that remains
abstract, polite, or safely theoreti-
cal. If grace is real, it will shape
how we treat bodies, stories, and
lives in front of us. Responsibility
shows up not in lofty beliefs but
in ordinary acts of care, restraint,
and solidarity—especially when
doing so complicates our lives or
challenges our assumptions.

Christian responsibility is less
about being “right” and more
about being bound. Bound to
truth. Bound to one another.
Bound to a grace that refuses to
stay private or theoretical.
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Responsibility is what happens
when grace moves from some-
thing we admire into some-
thing we practice.

Our letter from James names
a hard truth: when we show
partiality—when we decide
who belongs, who matters, and
who deserves our attention—
we place ourselves in the role
of judge. This isn’ t just bad
manners or poor hospitality;
it’ s a failure of responsibility.
Grace binds us to real people,
and James exposes favoritism
as a refusal to live into that
binding. To sort people by sta-
tus, wealth, or usefulness is to
deny the shared ground we
stand on before God.

James does not leave us
with a slogan or a theory. He
leaves us with a mirror. If all
are loved by God, then all are
equal—and faith that truly
believes this cannot remain
passive in the face of inequali-
ty. Responsibility, as James un-
derstands it, is not about fixing
everything or saving everyone.
It is about refusing to partici-
pate in systems and habits that
deny the dignity of those God
loves.

The examples we see
around us-public figures willing
to risk popularity to speak on
behalf of marginalized commu-
nities-remind us that responsi-
bility always involves choice.

Page 15



Suffering (Epiphany) ...

Her words do not deny the
ugliness of war. They refuse to
look away from wounds and
tragedies. Instead, she asks
whether there are people coura-
geous enough to stand with
victims and confront aggressors.
Implicit in her question is a hard-
er one: what happens to human
beings when power is exercised
without accountability, restraint,
or compassion?

The suffering Olena describes
is not unique to Ukraine, even if
the bombs and ruins are more
visible there. Around the world—
and closer to home—suffering
often begins with a failure of
leadership to live as God intends
we live together and to protect
rather than exploit the vulnera-
ble. It's happening to immigrants
living in Minneapolis who came
to this country with great antici-
pation

Research consistently shows
that people do not leave their
homelands casually. Studies of
immigration to the United States
reveal that while economic op-
portunity matters, a significant
number of immigrants cite vio-
lence, insecurity, and the col-
lapse of basic freedoms as
central reasons for leaving.
Immigration, for many, is not
ambition—it is escape. It is an
act of survival in response to
cruelty, corruption, or fear that
has become unbearable.

That story continues once
people arrive here. Journalists

cont from pg 1

have documented families who
fled violence, bled violence, fol-
lowed every instruction given by
the U.S. government, attended
hearings, checked in regularly,
and tried to build quiet, faithful
lives—only to find themselves
suddenly detained, separated, or
living under constant threat.

Moreover, the suffering caused
by aggressive immigration en-
forcement is not limited to those
who lack authorization. In prac-
tice, it falls most heavily on
people of color from countries
viewed as disposable or suspect
by those in power. The result is a
form of suffering that experts
describe as chronic and corrosive:
parents afraid to drive, children
anxious about school, entire com-
munities learning to remain invisi-
ble. Like war, it is suffering
shaped by decisions made far
away, by leaders who will never
meet the people who bear the
cost.

Human beings respond to
this kind of suffering in predicta-
ble ways. Trauma specialists tell
us that prolonged fear and
uncertainty rewire the nervous
system; people live in a constant
state of alert, unable to rest.
Sociologists note that when
suffering is paired with powerless-
ness, it erodes dignity and hope.

Those watching from the
outside often respond differently.
Some turn away, overwhelmed
by the scale of pain.

Others explain it away, insisting
it is necessary, deserved, or

Page 14

inevitable. Still others grow
numb, scrolling past one more
story of loss because paying
attention feels too heavy. Yet
voices like Olena’ s refuse that
numbing. They insist that
suffering is not a statistic or a
political inconvenience—it is a
moral summons.

Across war zones and immi-
gration courts alike, the pattern
is clear. When leaders cling to
power through fear, ordinary
people suffer. And when suffer-
ing is ignored, justified, or hid-
den, it multiplies. The question
Olena asks from Ukraine ech-
oes here as well: Where are the
peacemakers? Who is willing to
face the ugliness without look-
ing away, to plant seeds of
courage, to stand with the
wounded and name the truth
about what is being done to
them?

At the same time, we need
to be honest about something
else. For many of our neigh-
bors here in Flint, especially
those who rely on shelters and
warming centers, like the one
run by Catholic Charities,
suffering is not something they
read about in the news. It is
something they wake up with
in their bodies. Chronic illness,
untreated pain, exhaustion,
anxiety, and the daily stress of
not knowing where they will
sleep or how they will be cared
for weigh heavily on them.

Page 16



Responsibility (Epiphany)

Influence can be used to pro-
tect comfort, or it can be used to
widen the circle of care. James
invites us to make the same
choice, whatever our level of
power or privilege may be.

For the church, this means ask-
ing hard but necessary ques-
tions. Who feels safe here?
Whose voices are missing?
Where have we offered words
instead of action, prayers instead
of presence? These questions
are not meant to shame us, but
to wake us up to the life faith is
meant to live.

Our text from James closes
the distance between belief and
action because he believes grace
is alive. And living things move.
They reach outward. They take
responsibility for the world they
inhabit. When faith is alive, love
does not remain an idea—it be-
comes a practice.”

This week, let's pay attention to
who is being dismissed, ignored,
or spoken about rather than lis-
tened to—at work, online, or in
our community. And ask our-
selves where comfort, familiarity,
or fear might be shaping our
responses to others more than
love.

Then look for one way to
move closer to the needs of oth-
ers—through presence, advoca-
cy, generosity, or listening. Let’s
pray with honesty, not only for
those who suffer, but for the
courage to take responsibility
where faith calls us to act.

.. cont from pg 14

Faith doesn’t come alive when
we believe more—it comes alive
when love takes responsibility to
choose according to our beliefs.

You can join us each Sunday in
person or online by clicking the
button on our website's
homepage. Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on our
website

at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

This is a reminder that we
publish a weekly newsletter
called the Circuit Rider. You can
request this publication by email
by sending a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com, or
let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past edi-
tions on our website under
Connect - choose Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Nadia Bolz-Weber. Accidental
Saints: Finding God in All the
Wrong People. NY:
Convergent Books, 2015.
(ISBN 978-1-60142-755-7 ).
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Suffering (Epiphany)

For someone already over-
whelmed by their own survival,
stories of war in Ukraine or immi-
grant families facing deportation
can feel distant, even unbearable.
It is not indifference; it is deple-
tion. Compassion is hard to ex-
tend when every ounce of energy
is already spent just getting
through the day.

The same is true for many
who will hear or read these
words. Much suffering is hidden.
Some are grieving losses no one
else sees. Others are carrying
medical diagnoses, financial
strain, fractured relationships, or
deep loneliness in silence. For
them, global suffering does not
always put their pain “in
perspective.” More often, it adds
to the weight.

Scripture never asks suffering
people to minimize their own
pain in order to care about oth-
ers. Instead, it recognizes that
suffering has many faces—and
that God’ s concern is wide
enough to hold them all at once.

Matthew begins his gospel
with a story that feels just close
enough to the cruelty we're wit-
nessing today to feel like a fore-
shadowing of things to come.
Matthew tells us that when visi-
tors from the East arrive in Jeru-
salem, asking about a newborn
king, King Herod is not curious,
but terrified. After Jesus was
born, the king feared his power
might be challenged, so he or-
dered the slaughter of the chil-

. cont from pg 16

Matthew includes a haunting
reference to an older Scripture—
words about Rachel weeping for
her children and refusing to be
comforted. Matthew is not quot-
ing poetry at random. He is reach-
ing back into Israel’ s memory of
trauma, exile, and loss, reminding
his readers that the suffering sur-
rounding Jesus is not new, and it
is not ignored by God. To under-
stand what Matthew is doing, we
need to listen carefully to that
earlier story—and to why tears,
not triumph, are the first sounds
that surround the birth of the
Savior.

When Matthew quotes, “A
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing
and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children,” he is
reaching back to the prophet
Jeremiah. Rachel, one of Israel’ s
matriarchs, had long been
remembered as the symbolic
mother of the nation. In Jeremi-
ah’s time, her “weeping”
names one of Israel’ s deepest
collective traumas: the Babylonian
exile.

Ramah was a place where
captives were gathered before
being marched away from their
homes, their land, and their fu-
ture. Parents watched children
disappear. Families were torn
apart. The loss was so profound
that Jeremiah describes Rachel
refusing comfort—not because
comfort is cruel, but because
grief that deep cannot be rushed.
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Scripture does not ask us to
pretend this grief isn’ t real. In
fact, it gives us language when
our own words fail. Psalm 13
cries out, “How long, O Lord?
Will you forget me forever?”
This is not a loss of faith, but
it is faith refusing to lie. Like
Rachel’ s tears, this lament is
allowed to stand. God does
not interrupt it with explana-
tions. God receives it.

In Jeremiah, Rachel’ s tears
are not the end of the story.
God speaks words of promise:
“Keep your voice from weep-
ing... There is hope for your
future.” Importantly, the hope
does not erase the grief. God
does not scold Rachel for her
tears or tell her to move on.
The promise comes after the
lament, not instead of it. In
Israel’ s faith, grief is not a fail-
ure of belief—it is part of faith-
ful remembering. God allows
the tears to stand.

A sound is heard in Ramah,
the sound of bitter weeping,
Rachel is crying for her
children, she refuses to be
comforted, for they are dead.

Matthew 2:16-18

This matters for anyone
who is suffering now. Jeremiah
does not ask wounded people
to pretend the exile wasn’ t
devastating. He gives them lan-
guage for their pain and as-
sures them that God hears it.
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CHECK THIS OUT !!!! Kroger Community Rewards .. page17

community

rewards

Eligible Organizations

Kroger Community Rewards is open to
organizations that are tax exempt
under 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Participants include
school groups,

churches and synagogues, youth

- sports, food banks, animal support
Where shopping and giving groups and many others. Kroger does

come together and you can he[p! not make donations to individuals.
The Kroger Get your favorite local organization

Community Rewards Leal'n mOI'e a.t enrolled

Program 13 designed to be KrogerCommunityRewards.com today! Enrollment applications can be
he easiest fund'raiSing Or, call Kroger Customer Communications at downloaded at Kroger.com

program in town! Simply 1-800-KROGERS, (576-4377)

: OPTION #3
swipe your Plus Card and
earn rewards!

We’'re giving
dd the south Ftint 2 million
p Kitchen to your _
_ Rewadst to local area non profits
Use your Kroger Plus Card

and Help Feed Flint and earn rewards for your
favorite organization.

Where shopping and giving
come together and you can help!




|SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN — ANGEL CLOSET HAS OPENED UP!! Page 18 \

THE SOUTH FLINT
SOUP KITCHEN
PRESENTS

THE SESK
ANGEL CLOSET

Select gently worn clothing and
household goods!

OPEN THE 15" AND 3%
WEDNESDAY OF EACH
MONTH FROM 11AM
UNTIL 1PM

WE ARE ACCEPTING GENTLY WORN
CLOTHING AT THIS TIME, PLEASE
RING THE BUZZER TO DROP THEM
OFF M-F FROM 11AM TO 12 NOON

DO NOT LEAVE OUTSIDE
THE DOOR

CALL (810) 239-3427 FOR MORE
INFORMATION

We believe that everyone has a
right to shop with dignity and
have access to quality clothing
regardless of their
circumstances in life.

South Flint Soup
Kitchen

3410 Fenton Road
Flint, Ml 48507




UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH—SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER D pagers

LT United
P —4 Women
(A in Faith

YOU ARE INVITED TO HELP US BEAT THE MID WINTER BLAHS!!
WITH A SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER

_\ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026
| (YOU CAN JOIN US RIGHT AFTER YOUR OWN
CHURCH SERVICE FROM 12NOON-2:00PM)

MEAT OR MARINARA SAUCES
GARLIC TOAST AND TOSSED SALAD
HOMEMADE DESSERTS AND DRINKS

We need to know how much Spaghetti to cook, etc... so please
let us know how many of you will be joining us by telling or calling
Michele Weston at 810-624-1184, by Wednesday, February 11, 2026!

Q;) MANY THANKS!!

Sure, we would like to earn a little money, but we are
more excited to see some of our other church friends and
Asbury CDC Board Members too!!

A $LOVE OFFERINGS$ will be taken to help us rebuild our
MISSION FUNDS.




Suffering (Epiphany)

When Matthew brings
Rachel’ s weeping into his
Gospel, he does something strik-
ing. He places Jesus’ story
squarely inside a history of unre-
solved grief. Herod orders the
killing of children not because
they are dangerous, but because
he is afraid. Like tyrants before
him, he confuses vulnerability
with threat and responds with
violence. Mothers weep. Families
mourn. Innocent lives are lost.
And Matthew does not soften
the horror.

Just as important is what Mat-
thew does not say. He does not
explain why God “allowed” this
to happen. He does not suggest
the suffering was necessary or
redemptive in the moment.

He does not rush us toward
resurrection language or silver
linings. Instead, he insists that
the birth of Jesus occurs in a
world where abusive power
causes suffering, and leaders
still sacrifice the vulnerable to
preserve themselves, and
where grief is real and justified.

For people suffering today—
whether from war, displacement,
poverty, illness, or quiet des-
pair—this honesty matters.
Matthew refuses to turn suffering
into a theological puzzle to be
solved. He tells the truth: the
coming of Christ does not
immediately end tyranny or
prevent tragedy. What it does is
place God inside the story of
suffering, not above it or
outside it.

. cont from pg 19

It can be tempting, in the face
of suffering that seems over-
whelming, to reach for familiar
spiritual phrases — “God has a
plan,” or™ It will all work out for
good.” But too often these words
end up minimizing pain, as if
suffering must be explained rather
than felt.

would be remiss if | didn't lift
up the story of five-year-old Liam
Conejo Ramos and his father,
Adrian Conejo Arias. The two were
taken into custody recently in
Minnesota by federal immigration
agents. They were not arrested for
violence or for wrongdoing of any
kind. In fact, they were in the
midst of an active asylum case that
they had pursued legally and pa-
tiently.

Images of Liam, wearing a blue
bunny hat and a Spider-Man
backpack as he was led away by
agents, quickly became a symbol
of how vulnerable lives are affect-
ed by enforcement practices enact-
ed by the current administration.
Community members and school
officials reported that the boy had
just come home from preschool
when the agents approached, and
observers raised serious questions
about the way the operation was
conducted.

The outcry that followed was
neither quiet nor abstract. People
— from teachers to lawmakers to
advocates — spoke up. Protests
formed outside the detention facil-
ity in Texas where they were held,
with demonstrators insisting that
children are not criminals and
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calling for humane treatment.
State and national leaders
pressed for accountability and
urged respect for the family’s
right to due process. A federal
judge ruled that neither Liam nor
his father could be deported or
transferred while their case pro-
ceeds in court, affirming the
basic legal principle that no one
can be removed from the country
without due process of law.

These responses matter for
our vision of what faithful pres-
ence looks like. Courageous
witness is not found in denial of
suffering, nor in shrugging
helplessly at cruelty, but in
speaking truth — even when it
is uncomfortable or costly. Peo-
ple came forward despite their
fear, despite knowing that
raising their voices might invite
backlash. Their actions reflect
what our companion book de-
scribes as hope that engages
reality rather than escaping it —
the kind of hope that stands
with suffering people instead
of patting them from afar with
clichés.

And this is precisely the kind
of vision God casts for us: a
vision in which suffering is
acknowledged fully, where power
is held accountable, and where
the community of faith refuses to
let injustice go unnoticed. To
stand against suffering is not the
same as believing suffering is
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Suffering (Epiphany)

absent. It is saying — with our
actions, our voices, and our com-
passion — that cruelty does not
have the last word and that
God’ s presence is with the
wounded.

Nadia Bolz-Weber, in this
week’s chapters from our
companion book, reminds us that
God does not hide uncomfortable
truths behind platitudes. God
stands in the midst of suffering,
with those who mourn and with
those whose lives have been
caught up in cruelty and fear, and
calls us to stand with them, too.

God is with those who suffer
in Ukraine, with families seeking
refuge, and with every neighbor
whose pain is unseen or unheard.
God calls us not to minimize their
experiences but to walk along-
side them — advocating, wit-
nessing, and giving voice to their
dignity. This is what it means to
see suffering the way God sees it:
not as a test to be explained, but
as a reality to be met with cour-
age, compassion, and justice.

For those at the warming cen-
ter in Flint, for those navigating
chronic illness, for those carrying
grief or fear they rarely name out
loud, this story does not demand
more than they can give. It does
not ask them to fix the world or
feel compassion they do not have
the energy to feel. It simply says
this: God sees suffering clearly,
names it honestly, and refuses to
look away. Rachel’ s tears matter.
Ukrainian tears matter. Immigrant
tears matter. Your tears matter.

. cont from pg 24

Matthew’ s Gospel begins not
with triumph, but with mourning—
because God is not afraid of grief.
And because salvation does not
begin by denying how broken the
world is, but by entering it fully.

From the beginning of Jesus’
story, Matthew tells us that God
chooses to enter a world shaped
by tyrants rather than wait for a
safer one. Rachel’ s tears are not
dismissed. Families fleeing vio-
lence are not invisible. Those who
suffer in body, spirit, or circum-
stance are not asked to justify
their pain or find meaning in it too
quickly. God stands with those
who suffer—and stands against
the forces that cause suffering.
That is not sentiment. That is the
moral arc of the gospel.

So what does faith look like in
a world like this? It does not
require us to carry suffering we
do not have the capacity to carry.
It does not demand perfect words
or heroic action from everyone.
What it does call for is honesty,
presence, and courage—expressed
differently depending on who we
are and where we stand.

You can join us each Sunday in
person or online by clicking the
button on our website's
homepage. Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on our

website at FlintAsburyChurch.orgq.
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This is a reminder that we
publish a weekly newsletter called
the Circuit Rider. You can request
this publication by email by send-
ing a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com,
or let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past edi-
tions on our website under
Connect - choose Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy
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AFRICAN DRUM AND DANCE PARENT ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS:
TACO TUESDAY 'N FEBRUARY” Page 22

African Drum and Dance Parent Association Presents

TACO TUESDAY

Every Tuesday in Fehbruary
Fehruary 3,10,1/, 8 24, 2026
12:00 PM 10 6:00 PM

4h VvV 4dVYVYAT

Ashury United Methodist Ghurch
1693 Davison Road, Flint, Ml 48906

Call Baba Collins at 810-394-3880 )
or Mama Mel at 810-394-6521 /




