
Peace   (Imitation light)  

     This week, as part of our Advent 

celebration, we light a candle repre-

senting our prayers for peace. In 

lighting this candle, we are reminded 

that Christ was born into a world 

shaped by fear, occupation, and   

political violence. Yet the longing for 

peace is not only ancient — it is also 

deeply and painfully present.  

We cannot talk of peace without   

remembering that Ukraine enters yet 

another winter under bombardment, the shadows lengthen not only over 

cities and villages but also over the moral imagination of the world. 

Ukraine is not a symmetrical conflict. They did not ask for war. They did 

not invade a neighbor. They are fighting for survival and sovereignty.                
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Joy   (Synthetic joy)  

      This week, in our companion 

book AI Ethics, Dr. Mark         

Coeckelbergh describes a world in 

which information is no longer 

simply received. Instead, infor-

mation is engineered, customized, 

and optimized for influence. Every    

click, pause, and preference       

becomes a data point. AI gives    

us maps—fast, personalized,     

and  endlessly confident maps—

but these maps are not the territory. And frequently, they are drawn  

by people who want something from us.                                                                            
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 CHIRSTMAS IS                    

APPROACHING!! 

https://www.faithhighwaygiving.com/App/Giving/growwithus
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     The result is a digital environ-

ment shaped around our desires 

and fears, crafted to keep us en-

gaged rather than informed. A 

map is a representation. It’s 

useful. It helps you navigate, but 

it can also mislead you when the 

mapmaker draws the lines to 

serve their own purpose. 

 

    What AI systems produce — 

the search results we see, the 

news clips recommended to us, 

the posts pushed to the top of 

our feeds — these are maps. 

They are sketches of reality, not 

reality itself. And like any map, 

they leave things out. They high-

light some things and obscure 

others. They simplify. They     

distort. 

 

    The danger comes when we 

mistake the map for the territory 

— when we start believing that 

the curated, manipulated,         

AI-shaped version of the world  

is the world. When that happens, 

we stop noticing how someone 

else is drawing the lines. And we 

risk losing track of the God who 

alone sees the whole landscape. 

 

     We live in a world where 

what we see is increasingly 

shaped rather than discovered, 

curated rather than encountered, 

optimized for engagement rather 

than truth, and offering us a 

form of “synthetic hope.” 

 

These systems learn what 

persuades us, what angers us, 

and what will keep us coming    

back. That is not a neutral     

process. This is the problem    

we must face before we can talk 

about joy. In this environment, 

joy becomes fragile because joy 

requires a connection to some-

thing real. And if our maps are 

being manipulated—by algo-

rithms, by leaders, by foreign 

agents—how do we find our  

way back to the territory? 

    The power of modern AI is  

not merely that it can show us 

information—it can shape the 

conditions under which our  

opinions are formed. Repetition, 

emotional triggers, curated out-

rage, and echo chambers can 

make us feel convinced we      

discovered “the truth” on our 

own, when in reality we were 

gently steered there. The danger 

is not only believing something 

false; it is believing it confidently, 

and believing that confidence 

came from ourselves. 

AI doesn’t always give us the 

truth. But it gives us certainty—

and those are not the same 

thing. 

 

This challenge becomes    

even more serious when political 

leaders intentionally spread   

misinformation. Public figures    

in every generation have        

exaggerated, misled, or manipu-

lated the truth, but AI-enhanced 

media ecosystems give such 

messages unprecedented reach 

and speed. 

     The current president is a 

particularly prolific example, 

making statements widely   

known to be false or incon-

sistent. Yet large portions of   

the media amplify these claims 

without context or correction. 

Clips circulate widely, but       

fact-checking is slower, quieter, 

or absent. Even topics as non-

partisan as climate change re-

ceive less coverage than the 

scale of the crisis warrants—

leaving millions with a thin,    

distorted map of the world. 

 

   The information isn’t merely 

incomplete. It is shaped. 

 

     Dr. Coeckelbergh describes 

how foreign nations and third-

party actors exploit these       

vulnerabilities. Their goal is not 

always to convince us of a     

particular  belief—sometimes    

it is simply to divide, confuse,   

or exhaust us. With AI tools that 

can fabricate images, clone voic-

es, write persuasive messages, 

and micro-target individuals,  

interference becomes cheaper, 

easier, and harder to trace. 

 

      The result is an environment 

where the maps we rely on—

news, social feeds, commentary, 

even personal recommenda-

tions—are tangled with invisible 

intentions. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS      

Virginia Bigger                                                                

Sylvia Pittman                                         

Mirium Watson                  

Brian DuFour   

 

Fred Hahns 

Jonathon Misner 

Richard Oram 
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FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES  WHO ARE   

HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE 

     Dean Lamoreaux          Norma Buzzard                  

     Nancy Elston               

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dec  15       Mon        6:00pm                        Leadership Team 
                                       

Dec  16            Tue          9:00am-until gone     Produce will be available each   

                    week, along with canned goods, until further notice 
 

                                        12Noon-6pm        Taco Tuesday in Fellowship Hall 
                                         

Dec  17            Wed         11am-1pm               Angel Closet open at SFSK 

                                                                        (see flyer on pg. 22)                                    
  

Dec  18            Thu                      

Dec  19             Fri            

Dec 20            Sat                        

Dec  21            Sun        10:30am                 New Beginnings 

                                                                     Contemporary Worship 

 
 

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched  YouTube channel. You can find these  

links  along with more  information about us on our  website at  (FlintAsbury.org.) 

COMING UP THIS WEEK:        DECEMBER 15—21 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org


      

   This       

Advent, our 

series 

“Artificial 

Christmas”  

invites us to 

examine the 

incarnation — 

God made 

flesh — 

through the 

odd and  

probing light 

of our technological age. We’re      

artificial intelligence poses 

one of the most   profound 

questions of faith: What does 

it mean to be truly human?  

Advent prepares us for 

God-with-us — not God-as-

code, or God-at-a-distance, 

but God entering real life, real 

struggle, and real love. Our 

series explores how that truth 

speaks to the world of      

algorithms and  automation 

that increasingly shapes our 

daily lives. 

Why AI Ethics Matters 

We’ll be reading AI Ethics 

by philosopher Mark Coeckel-

bergh as a companion book 

for this series. Coeckelbergh 

encourages us to look be-

yond headlines about artificial 

intelligence and explore the 

moral questions that define 

this technological era.     
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      Leadership in  
     Worship & Service  

surrounded by things that  

ap pear real but aren’t: artifi-

cial intelligence, artificial   

relationships, artificial peace, 

and even artificial joy. 

And yet, the story of 

Christmas reminds us that 

God’s love is not artificial    

at all — it is embodied,    

relational, and redemptive. 

So why talk about AI at 

Christmas? Because the in-

carnation is God’s declaration 

that presence matters. In an 

age of digital substitutes,  

 

 

Rev.  Dr.  Tommy McDoniel                  Pastor  

Kevin Croom     Executive Director/CDC 

Connie Portillo                   Office  Secretary 

Kim Sims                                  Finance Director 

Terry Kinze                      Ops Manger/CDC 

Sylvia Pittman              Empowerment Arts 

Jim Craig       Board  & Leadership Chair 

Israel Unger (Izzy)     Business Service Mgr 

Terrance Williams             Arts Center Mgr                     

                 South Flint Soup Kitchen 

Tony & Mirium                      Welcome Team 
Cyndi                                           Worship Leader 
Anthony &Jim                                           Ushers 

Jonathon &Terrance        Production Team 
Yasheah & Mirium                               Nursery                   

Christine                                                              Cafe   

Upcoming Worship Series                         
    “Artificial Christmas” 

    Book Club News 
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     Christmas is supposed to feel real — filled with warmth, 

wonder, and worship. Yet for many, it doesn’t. The decora-

tions go up, the playlists return, and the obligations multi-

ply, but something inside feels missing. Many of us go 

through the motions, trying to manufacture the Christmas 

spirit, and it all feels… artificial. 

 

Over the past few years, the word “artificial” has taken 

on a greater meaning. Artificial intelligence has entered 

nearly every corner of our lives — the way we 

communicate, create, and even believe. It writes our words, 

shapes our opinions, curates our news, and sometimes 

replaces our work. For some, it’s a marvel. For others, a 

menace. But for all of us, it raises deep spiritual questions. 

                                                              Page 5 

                                                             

 Asbury Staff  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Worship Series       —   “ Artificial Christmas”   
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    That’s what we’ll explore in our new Advent series, Artificial Christmas. In this series, we explore 

how humanity’s attempts to manufacture meaning, presence, and perfection through technology 

(especially AI) reveal our deep spiritual hunger for incarnation — for God with us. 

 

    Our series consists of six episodes over five weeks, beginning November 30. Together, we’ll follow 

the story of the incarnation through the lens of a world increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence, 

technology, and pretense. And we’ll discover that the message of Christmas has never been more    

relevant: God doesn’t avoid what’s artificial — God enters it, redeems it, and makes it real again.  

Where our artificial creations offer simulation, God offers salvation. God redeems the artificial. 

 

    Why cover an artificial topic during the Season of Advent and Christmas? First, this series is for     

the curious. But this series is also for anyone who’s ever felt disconnected, disenchanted, or displaced 

by the pace of modern life. For those who scroll endlessly, hoping to feel something real again. For 

those who wonder if faith can still mean something in a digital age. 

 

     We’ll look deeper into how the Christmas story — the story of God becoming human — speaks   

into this moment. What happens to humanity in an age of machines? Can something artificial ever  

point us toward what’s real? 

 

    Advent is a season of anticipation — and this year, each week will draw us closer to the surprising 

ways God shows up where we least expect it. We start where creation and technology meet. Just as  

God breathed life into dust, humanity now breathes data into algorithms. But where is God in all this? 

We’ll uncover how even in artificial beginnings, divine intention still moves. 

 

    Artificial light brightens our homes, but cannot warm the soul. We’ll explore how the real Light still 

breaks through imitation — exposing truth in a world obsessed with image and illusion. 

 

    When everything feels manufactured — joy, peace, connection — how do we find authentic hope?   

In this series, we face our disillusionment and find that God’s hope doesn’t depend on perfect        

circumstances or unbroken faith. 

 

     At the heart of Advent is incarnation — the divine entering human form. But what happens       

when humanity builds new forms? We’ll ask how the Word made flesh still dwells among us, even       

in the circuitry of our modern lives. 

 

    On Christmas Eve is the night it all comes together — the mystery of God entering our world,     

born not into perfection but into the real and the artificial alike. God comes to redeem even the        

imitation, turning digital echoes into living voices of grace. We hope you’ll join us for a candlelight    

service starting at 6 pm. 
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Upcoming Worship Series       —   “ Artificial Christmas”   
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     When Christmas ends, the lights come down — and we ask, Now what? What does it mean to live  

as people who believe that God rescues what’s artificial — not just once a year, but every day in an 

artificial world? 

 

     Because the story of Christmas isn’t about escaping the artifi-

cial, it’s about a God who enters it. A God who brings light, love, 

and life to everything that has lost its way. 

 

     Join us in person or online for Artificial Christmas: God Rescues 

the Artificial — and rediscover the miracle of incarnation in a world 

that desperately needs something real. 

Here is the outline of our series: 

 

  Episode Sundays Theme & Title 

 

One Nov 30 Hope - Artificial beginnings 

Two Dec 7 Peace - Imitation light 

Three Dec 14 Joy - Synthetic hope 

Four Dec 21 Love - Incarnation in the machine 

Five Dec 24 With us - God redeems the artificial 

Six Dec 28 Love - After the upload 

 

     Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We share our weekly episodes on Facebook and our 
YouTube channel, and go live at 10:30 a.m. You can find these links and more information about   
us,   or join our live broadcast on our website, FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

Pastor Tommy 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mark Coeckelbergh, AI Ethics. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2020.  

(ISBN 9780262538190). 

For God so loved the world 

that God chose to live among 

us to save us all. 

                      John 3:16-17 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
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We have heard the Word of  Life, and we have seen it with our eyes, and        

our hands have touched it. 

            1 John 1:1-4 

NOTES FROM WORSHIP 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
1.    Read 1 John 1:1-4, Genesis 1:26-31, Psalm 8:1-9, and the article in this 
week’s Circuit Rider titled Joy. This week, try choosing to be more present by    
paying closer attention to what draws your attention. Notice when something 
online feels urgent or emotional, and ask who benefits from your reaction. 

2.    Practice the kind of  awareness that honors God’s image in you—a deliberate, 
thoughtful noticing that helps you stay rooted in the real world God has entrusted 
to our care. Share what you&#39;re learning about yourself, about your habits,  
the forces that seek to claim your attention. 

3.    How can your group members help you be more receptive to hearing and   
understanding the Word of  God this week? Pray for one another to be blessed    
by the Holy Spirit with greater courage. 

     

                     

 

LIFE GROUP  QUESTIONS & MORE: 

   QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS: 



       SUPPORT  YOUR LOCAL FARM  —  ”HOW YOU CAN DONATE”        Page 10 
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   AI is no longer science fiction. It’s writing our news, curating our social feeds, influencing our 

politics, and even shaping how we think about ourselves. We’re told it will make our lives easier, 

but it also threatens to hollow out what makes us human — empathy, responsibility, relationships, 

and soul. 

 

In his book, Coeckelbergh invites us to pause and ask: 

What does it mean to act ethically in a world increasingly guided by machines? 

How do we form moral communities when our technologies make decisions for us? 

What happens to human dignity when we delegate our judgment to algorithms? 

Why This Author 

Mark Coeckelbergh is not an alarmist. He’s a philosopher who has spent years teaching ethics  

and technology at the University of Vienna, advising European policymakers, and engaging       

theologians, scientists, and artists alike. He approaches AI not as a problem to be solved,         

but as a mirror — one that reflects back our values, fears, and aspirations. 

 

   In AI Ethics, Coeckelbergh avoids jargon and ideology. Instead, he asks deeply human questions 

about power, vulnerability, and moral imagination. His work helps us see that the “ethics of AI” 

isn’t really about the machines — it’s about us: what kind of people we are becoming, and how 

faith can anchor us amid rapid change. 

 

Why You’ll Want to Read Along 

    Reading AI Ethics alongside our weekly messages will give you a vocabulary and vision for  

navigating this new world with faith, humility, and courage. It will challenge easy assumptions   

and help us discern what it means to be a community that values both innovation and integrity. 

 

    As we’ll explore in worship, God’s redemption extends even to the artificial — not by erasing 

technology, but by restoring the humanity within it. Coeckelbergh’s insights equip us to be wise 

stewards  in a digital age, shaping technology for love and justice instead of fear and profit. 

 

    Our vision at Asbury comes from how we collectively interpret scripture.  

    We envision a church in love with God, one another, and our neighbors, evidenced by     

the transformation of ourselves and our neighborhood.  
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    This Advent, that transformation means asking how we might love in a world remade by          

machines — how we can stay human in an age that tempts us to settle for the artificial. 

If you choose to follow along, I suggest using the following schedule: 

 

Sunday's Chapters Themes 

Nov 30 Ch 1 - 2  Hope 

Dec 7 Ch 3 - 4  Grace 

Dec 14 Ch 5 - 6  Joy 

Dec 21 Ch 7 - 8  Love 

Dec 24 Ch 9 - 10  Incarnation 

Dec 28 Ch 11 - 12  Renewal 

 
     I invite you to take your Artificial Christmas experience deeper with our weekly Questions for    

Life Groups. Each week pairs passages from our companion with Scripture, reflection questions,    

and prayer prompts. Our goal is to help you make each week’s message a part of your reality.      

The guide can be used for personal study or small-group discussion. 

 

    We’ll have a few new books available for purchase at $11 each. Additional copies of the 

paperback edition are available through Amazon for $11.18, and used copies in good condition 

start around $8. This book may also be available at the local library. 

 

   Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference that week's 

chapters. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace. You can purchase   

your own copy or visit your local library.  

 

    You can contact our office with questions by phone or simply type your question or enter a    
prayer request on our website’s homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org. 
 

Pastor Tommy 

 

 

 

Dr. Mark Coeckelbergh, AI Ethics. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2020. (ISBN 9780262538190). 

 

 

http://FlintAsburyChurch.org


                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

         Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup      

 Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make      

 checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen! 

 

    Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint 
     

     

    Donations can be dropped off  Monday-Friday 11am-12Noon.  

Calling ahead is not necessary, but our needs change frequent-

ly,  so calling ahead of time is a good idea! 

 
 

    Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am   

and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,          

assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together  

items to pass out to clients, and more. 
 

     

    Refer people!! 

 

 

 

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427  

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com 

 

     ** WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN **  Page 13 

http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint


 Joy  (Synthetic joy)    … cont from pg 2                                                                                  Page 14 

     John opens his letter with  

almost stubborn insistence on 

what is real: ‘What we have 

heard, what we have seen with 

our eyes, what we have looked   

at and touched with our hands.’ 

In a world where so much is now 

mediated, curated, filtered, or  

artificially generated, John brings 

us back to the oldest and clearest 

truth — Christian faith is not built 

on an idea, an impression, or a 

digital echo. It is built on some-

thing real, something embodied, 

something encountered. John is 

telling us: We didn’t receive a 

map. We walked the territory. 

 

And then he tells us why he  

is sharing this: ‘so that your joy 

may be complete.’ Joy, in 

John’s vision, is not the result   

of staying inside artificial worlds 

or the comforting illusions we 

create for ourselves. Joy comes 

from contact with what is true — 

the life God revealed in Jesus,  

the Word made flesh, the One 

who revives everything artificial 

and restores us to what is real. 

John invites us into a fellowship 

grounded not in distortion or 

persuasion, but in encounter, 

clarity, and truth that can be  

seen, heard, and touched. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

   The creation story reminds us 

that our identity does not come 

from artificial systems. Algo-

rithms do not define us. God  

defines us. God revives the    

artificial—even the parts of us 

that have been shaped or 

numbed by synthetic voices. 

 

   And ever since God created 

humankind, artists have given  

us words and images to help   

us express the awe we feel.      

In Psalm 8, a poet standing un-

der the night sky, overwhelmed 

by the wonder of creation,    

asks the question every genera-

tion eventually asks: “When I 

look at your heavens, the work 

of your fingers, the moon and 

the stars that you have estab-

lished; what are human beings 

that you are mindful of 

them” (Psalm 8:3–5). 

 

    When Scripture says we are 

made in the image of God, it  

defines our worth and vocation. 

Yet we now create machines in 

our own image — able to speak, 

decide, even “feel.” The imita-

tion flatters us, but also unset-

tles us. If machines can mirror 

thought and creativity, what   

distinguishes humanity? 

 

Let us remember that Joy,   

in the Christian story, arrives    

as something unexpected and 

unmanufactured—something 

real breaking into the world.  

But today we live in an age 

where “reality” is harder than 

ever to see. 

    Imagine a world in which 

people walk with eyes wide 

open—where awareness is not 

a burden but a gift. In such a 

world, every person recognizes 

when an image has been 

shaped to provoke envy, when 

a headline has been engi-

neered to inflame, when a   

digital voice attempts to mimic 

trust. We do not fall asleep  

under the glow of manufac-

tured “authenticity.” 

 

     Instead, we move through 

our days strengthened by the 

knowledge that God has given 

us minds capable of discern-

ment and hearts capable of 

wisdom. Awareness becomes  

a kind of quiet armor: not 

heavy, not defensive, just 

steady. It lets us see what is 

real before us—faces we can 

touch, bread we can break, 

conversations that feed the 

soul. 

 

     In this world of awareness, 

the power of those who manip-

ulate begins to fade. Their 

strategies depend on distrac-

tion, fatigue, and constant 

stimulation. But people who 

are awake—truly awake—are 

not easily steered. They no 

longer mistake the map for  

the territory. They choose  

presence over noise, relation-

ship over performance, truth 

over spectacle. They are not 

cynical; they are grounded.  
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Life, and we have seen it 

with our eyes, and our hands 

have touched it. 
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   Here, the moral dimension   

intersects with the technological 

one. Many drones used in mod-

ern warfare incorporate AI-

assisted systems—such as pat-

tern recognition, autonomous 

flight stabilization, or target-

selection algorithms — that influ-

ence who suffers. Violence is me-

diated by machines that acceler-

ate choices, obscure responsibil-

ity, and widen the distance be-

tween the one who orders the 

strike and the  one whose life is 

destroyed by it.  

 

    In our companion book for this 

series, Mark Coeckelbergh calls 

this the “moral distance”       

problem: when killing becomes    

easier because it becomes less 

personal. 
 

    Kochetova’s body of work, 

paired with testimony from other 

journalists in Ukraine, reveals 

something else: the targeting     

of civilians is no accident. Modern 

warfare often treats cruelty as a 

strategy—destroying homes, 

schools, power stations, hospi-

tals—not only to weaken an    

enemy militarily but to break  

their will, identity, and future. 

Photojournalists on the ground 

witness this first-hand. They move 

through the rubble after the   

cameras of the world have turned 

away. They tell the stories that  

no algorithm will ever under-

stand. 
 

    U.S. photojournalist Lynsey 

Addario speaks candidly about 

the emotional cost of her work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is 

quite personal for photojournal-

ist Julia Kochetova who has    

observed the war through her 

camera lens. In interviews and 

public statements about her 

work, she has emphasized that 

photographing war is not simply 

about capturing destruction but 

about naming the human cost. 

Her camera becomes a way of 

resisting the anonymity that   

violence imposes. She says her 

vocation is to “tell the truth 

about people’s lives,” because 

in war, truth itself becomes a 

contested territory. 

 

   Kochetova has also reflected    

on the ways ordinary Ukrainians 

have learned to survive amid  

relentless threat—observing  

that families, children, and elder-

ly neighbors now instinctively 

listen for the difference between 

incoming artillery, the buzz of a 

drone, or the whine of a missile. 

It is not a skill anyone seeks to 

acquire; it is one imposed by 

necessity. 
 

  

The ability to distinguish 

sounds is not poetry, nor hyper-

bole—it is the grim education  

of life under bombardment. In a 

world where drones and remote-

guided munitions can be de-

ployed without ever seeing the 

face of a victim, those who live 

beneath them must become   

experts in the machinery of   

their own endangerment. 

     

Addario has family she longs 

to see. She misses birthdays 

and holidays. She fears for 

friends on the front line. She 

has said in various interviews 

that the hardest part of photo-

graphing war is not the danger 

but the knowledge that many 

of the people she photographs 

today may not be alive tomor-

row. This is what proximity to 

suffering looks like—not an 

abstract moral puzzle, but the 

weight of real human faces  

carried home at the end of the 

day. 

   Hopefully, their testimonies 

slow us down and cause us to 

look again. They force us to 

face what distance—political, 

geographical, or technologi-

cal—makes easy to ignore. 

And this is where the themes 

of Artificial Christmas meet the 

lived experience of those 

caught in war.  
 

In a world where machines 

can listen, track, and target 

without compassion, and 

where violence can be carried 

out by screens instead of    

soldiers, we need something 

more than a superficial or   

sentimental peace. We need    

a peace that restores human 

presence. A peace that refuses 

to treat people as abstractions. 

A peace rooted in justice,   

dignity, and truth. 
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    The struggle to restrain vio-

lence is as old as Scripture.     

Before there were armies or 

weapons forged in fire, Cain rose 

up and killed his own brother. 

The first recorded act of violence   

required no technology at all—

only the tragic capacity of human-

ity to turn against itself. And yet, 

as history unfolded, we learned 

how to shape metal into blades, 

blades into weapons, and weap-

ons into instruments of terror.  

 

God breaks through the     

artificial. 

    The prophets confronted this 

reality head-on. They cried out 

not only for the end of war but 

for the transformation of the hu-

man heart and the tools it cre-

ates. It is into this world—our 

world—that the angels proclaim 

“peace on earth” to the shep-

herds in Luke’s Gospel, and   

Isaiah envisions a day when    

nations will beat their swords  

into plowshares. 

 

    This is the world in which we 

light the candle of peace. And 

into this world Scripture speaks. 

 

    Luke tells us that the birth 

of Jesus was first announced not 

to commanders or diplomats but 

to shepherds, people far from the 

levers of political power. The   

angels proclaimed: “Glory to  

God in the highest, and peace   

on earth.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Stories like these remind us 

that peace is not an abstraction. 

It has faces. It has graves. It has 

mothers, fathers, children, and 

elders who bear the marks of 

decisions made far from their 

homes. 

 

    At the heart of this war is   

the use of AI-assisted targeting 

systems—software designed to 

identify patterns, movements,   

or heat signatures and deter-

mine, in real time, who or what 

should be struck. Some systems 

can track a single vehicle for 

hours or identify a “high-value 

target” using facial recognition 

scraped from social media. The 

line between surveillance and 

attack has collapsed. 

 

    This technology is often     

described as “precision        

warfare,” promising fewer civilian 

deaths. But the promises rarely 

hold, since warfare increasingly 

targets civilians deliberately—

not as accidents, but as strategy. 

Cruelty becomes policy. The   

result is not simply the destruc-

tion of buildings but the erosion 

of moral norms that govern how 

nations relate to the vulnerable. 

 

    When AI speeds up the     

process—when a drone receives 

a new target in seconds rather 

than hours—technology does 

not produce peace. It simply  

accelerates harm. 

     

This proclamation was not 

wishful thinking. It was a decla-

ration that God’s reign inter-

rupts the violence of our world 

with a different kind of power. 

God breaks through the artifi-

cial. 

 

   Isaiah then lifts our eyes to-

ward a future rooted in God’s 

justice: “They shall beat their 

swords into plowshares…

nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any 

more” (Isaiah 2:4). 

 

This is not a call to naïveté. 

Isaiah understands warfare  

intimately. His vision is radical 

precisely because it confronts 

reality. The transformation he 

describes—turning weapons 

into tools for life—is a trans-

formation of purpose, not   

merely metal. God breaks 

through the artificial. 
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He will settle disputes 

among great nations. They 

will hammer their swords 

into plows and their 

spears into pruning knives. 

Nations will never again 

go to war, never prepare 

for battle again. 

                   Isaiah 2:1-5 
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In a world that tries to     

overwhelm us with images, we 

learn again to behold the face of 

Christ in one another. Awareness 

does not merely protect us; it 

frees us. It makes room for joy. It 

restores dignity. It cultivates a 

form of life in which God’s      

image can shine without distor-

tion—steadily, quietly, and beau-

tifully—amid all the artificial glow 

around us. 

    Awareness is not something 

we master in a day. It grows in  

us the way wisdom always has—

through practice, patience, and 

the gentle guidance of God’s 

Spirit. Today we have named the 

forces that blur our vision and 

pull our attention toward shad-

ows. We have heard scripture’s 

reminder that God created us 

with intention, dignity, and pur-

pose. And we have imagined   

the kind of world that becomes 

possible when people live with 

their eyes open and their hearts 

steady in God’s presence. That 

world is not far away. It begins 

quietly, with each of us. 

 

    So what comes next? We   

start small by choosing to be 

more present in our own lives. 

We pay closer attention to what 

draws our gaze. Notice when 

something online feels urgent or 

emotional, and ask who benefits 

from our reaction. We practice  

the kind of awareness that hon-

ors God’s image in us—a        

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      And grounding makes them 

less useful to those who wish to 

harvest attention or shape opin-

ion through distortion. The tools 

of exploitation still exist, but 

they lose their sting because the 

people of God are not wander-

ing in the dark—they are stand-

ing in the light. 

 

     A community shaped by   

this kind of awareness becomes 

harder to divide. When we see 

how algorithms tilt the floor be-

neath us, we stop assuming that 

our neighbor is the enemy just 

because their feed looks differ-

ent from ours. We learn to pause 

before reacting, to listen before 

judging, to ask deeper questions 

about what we are being told 

and why.  

 

     The conspiracies that once 

preyed on fear and confusion 

begin to lose oxygen. It becomes 

far easier to love our neighbor 

because we are no longer being 

pulled into manufactured out-

rage designed to sell ads or 

shape  loyalties. Awareness 

clears space for compassion. 

 

And as this awareness deep-

ens, it reshapes our worship and 

our witness. We begin to under-

stand how precious it is that 

God entrusts us with the real 

world—the one made of soil, 

breath, and Spirit. We reclaim 

our attention   as an act of devo-

tion. We reclaim our presence  

as a work of hope.  

deliberate, thoughtful noticing 

that helps us stay rooted in the 

real world God has entrusted 

to our care.  

These habits may seem simple, 

but they shape the soul. They 

help us live as people who are 

awake. 

 

And as we practice, we 

begin to encourage one anoth-

er. Families, friends, and faith 

communities become places 

where awareness is cultivated 

rather than consumed. We 

share what we are learning 

about ourselves, about our 

habits, about the forces that 

seek to claim our attention.  

We model a posture of curiosi-

ty and calm rather than fear or 

suspicion.  

    In doing so, we become a 

witness: a community that 

chooses light over distortion, 

truth over convenience, and 

real relationships over artificial 

persuasion. 

 

    Finally, we remember that 

this journey will continue     

beyond Advent. Each episode 

in this series is an invitation to 

deepen our awareness of 

God’s presence—first around 

us, and eventually within us. 

God meets us in our waking. 

God calls us to see clearly so 

that we may love more fully.  
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Dr. Mark Coeckelbergh, AI Ethics. 

Cambridge, MA: The MIT 
Press, 2020. (ISBN 
9780262538190). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    As we step forward into the 

coming week, may we carry a 

renewed sense of attentiveness, 

a confidence in our God-given 

agency, and a hope that grows 

brighter with every moment we 

choose to live awake.  

 

   Pay attention to the places 

where life feels flattened or     

artificial. Those are the places 

where God is already working. 

God revives the artificial. God 

wakes us up, restores our vision, 

and brings joy back to the sur-

face.” 

 

    Stay awake this week. Notice 

what is real. Trust the One who 

revives what has grown artificial. 

Trust that God revives the artifi-

cial — and God is reviving you. 

 

     You can join us each Sunday 
in person or online by clicking 
the button on our website's 
homepage. Click here to watch. 
This button takes you to our 
YouTube channel. You can find 
more information about us on 
our website 
at FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

    This is a reminder that we 
publish a weekly newsletter 
called the Circuit Rider. You can 
request this publication by email 
by sending a request to    
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com,   
or let us know when you send a 
message through our website. 
We post an archive of past edi-
tions on our website under   
Connect - choose Newsletters. 

Pastor Tommy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/
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us to imagine drones that deliver 

medicine rather than missiles,    

algorithms that track missing  per-

sons rather than amplify disinfor-

mation, and data systems that pro-

tect children rather than   monitor 

dissidents. 

 

   And it challenges us to resist the 

seductive idea that peace  can be 

achieved by forcing the vulnerable 

to accept injustice.  For Ukrainians, 

the question is painfully real: Can 

peace be  called peace if it requires 

them to lose their home, their lan-

guage, or their freedom? Scrip-

ture’s  answer is clear—peace 

without justice is not God’s peace. 

 

    These reflections bring us to the 

core of Advent: not simply      ob-

serving the world as it is, but  pre-

paring ourselves for the world God 

intends. Advent is the season when 

we choose hope in the midst of 

sorrow, when we acknowledge the 

world’s wounds without surren-

dering    to them. When we prac-

tice the waiting that forms moral       

courage. 
 

    Artificial Christmas challenges us 

to examine how our tools shape 

our souls. Our digital   habits, our 

engagement with news, our trust in 

algorithms, and our fears of the 

future all  influence how we un-

derstand peace. Yet Christ calls 

us to a peace made of courage 

and  compassion, not complacency. 

    In Christ, God enters a world 

ruled by violence and chooses vul-

nerability. In Christ, God reveals 

that justice is not a distant dream 

but a lived commitment. And in 

Christ, God invites us to join the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The Prophet Micah echoes  the 

same hope: a world in which peo-

ple sit under their own vines and 

fig trees, unafraid; a world where 

weaponry is no longer  the organ-

izing principle of     national iden-

tity. 
 

    These texts do not deny the 

brutality of the world. They speak 

into it. They name a peace that is 

not coerced but cultivated, not 

imposed but embodied. 
 

    If Scripture offers the vision, 

our age confronts the question: 

How do we live toward that   vi-

sion when our tools and    tech-

nologies can be used for both 

harm and healing? This question  

leads us into the    ethical terrain 

of technology—ancient and mod-

ern. 
 

    Long before artificial intelli-

gence existed, humanity struggled 

with the dual use of technology. 

The blacksmith’s forge could 

shape a plow or a sword. The 

question was never whether metal 

could be formed, but for what 

purpose and in whose hands. 
 

Our companion book, AI  Eth-

ics, reminds us that technology 

does not possess morality on its 

own. Human intention shapes the 

outcome. Without justice, 

“precision” becomes a more 

efficient form of cruelty. Without 

accountability, automation 

magnifies the impulses of whoever 

wields it. 

Isaiah’s image of beating 

swords into plowshares is not a 

mandate to abandon tools, but to 

redeploy them toward flourishing. 

The prophetic imagination pushes 

work of reshaping our world—

one tool, one decision, one act 

of compassion at a time. 

 

    May this Advent transform 

our imagination and our use of 

technology, so that we become 

people who not only pray for 

peace but practice it. People 

who look honestly at Ukraine’s 

suffering and refuse to avert our 

gaze. People who resist imitation 

light and walk toward the Light 

that the darkness cannot over-

come. 
 

    Remember, that God breaks 

through the artificial. 
 

    You can join us each Sunday 
in person or online by clicking 
the button on our website's 
homepage. Click here to watch. 
This button takes you to our 
YouTube channel. You can find 
more information about us on 
our website 
at FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

    This is a reminder that we 
publish a weekly newsletter 
called the Circuit Rider. You can 
request this publication by email 
by sending a request to   
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com, or 
let us know when you send a 
message through our website. 
We post an archive of past edi-
tions on our website under   
Connect - choose Newsletters. 

Pastor Tommy 

 

Dr. Mark Coeckelbergh, AI Ethics. 
Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 
2020. (ISBN 9780262538190). 

 Sofia Sereda. Translated by Olesia 
Storozhuk. “The Impossible Picture.” 
© What about Ukraine newsletter, 
32nd edition, May 30, 2024. Link. 

Sam Fragoso. “War Photographer 
Lynsey Addario Still Has Hope.” © 
NPR Fresh Air, Dec 2, 2025. Link. 

http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/
https://crm.n-ost.org/civicrm/mailing/view/?id=4ee59d9e21d279d1&reset=1
https://podwise.ai/dashboard/episodes/6166107
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Important Updates:                                                           
 
 
 
Dear Friends of  Asbury CDC, 
 
   As Giving Tuesday approaches, we are reminded of  the incredible generosity that helps      
Asbury CDC continue its mission to serve our neighbors. But today, we are reaching out with 
an urgent need that simply cannot wait. 
 
   Due to the ongoing Federal government shutdown, many of  our Flint residents are being  
hit hard. Some government employees have been furloughed or are working without pay, 
and SNAP/EBT benefits have not been renewed for numerous families. As a result, more 
households than ever are turning to us for help. 
 
   Through our Help Center, Food Pantry, and Soup Kitchen, Asbury CDC is working tirelessly    
to make sure no one in our community goes hungry. But the growing demand has placed a    
tremendous strain on our resources — and we need your help to keep up. 
 
   Your gift today will directly provide food, supplies, and hope for those facing uncertainty.     
While Giving Tuesday is around the corner, our neighbors need us now. 
 
    Please consider making a donation today so we can continue to stand in the gap for Flint     
families who need it most. 
 
   Thank you for your compassion and continued support. Together, we can ensure that no     
one in our community is left hungry or forgotten during this difficult time.  
 
 
With gratitude, 
Kimberly Sims 
Finance Director 
Asbury Community Development Corporation 
 
 
 
Our mailing address is: 
Asbury CDC 
1653 Davison Rd., Flint, MI. 48506 
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