
Truth   (Hurricane)  

 

     On October 1, the start of a     

new fiscal year, the U.S. govern-

ment was forced to cease all    

non-essential operations after 

Congress was unable to agree on 

funding. Both sides of the politi-

cal aisle blame the other for the   

shutdown. But this is a gross   

over simplification that obscures 

the truth. 

  Truth is the seed of peace.                                                                               
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Agency   (Hurricane)  

     The past few months have     

left many Americans feeling pow-

erless and wondering if anyone    

in power is listening. Prices con-

tinue to rise as new tariffs ripple 

through supply chains, pushing 

the cost of basic goods higher. 

News outlets from The Washing-

ton Post and Reuters to the 

Federal Reserve’s own briefings 

have reported that the inflation was mainly driven by trade policy.  
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ASBURY FARMS! 

Located in Flint’s 

Eastside, Asbury 

Farms is one of the 

largest urban farms 

in the U.S, with 18 hoop houses and 

12 outdoor garden beds spread 

across 5 campuses. All within walk-

ing distance to Asbury  Church. 

https://www.faithhighwaygiving.com/App/Giving/growwithus
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At the same time, thousands 

of federal workers are losing their 

jobs during the continuing gov-

ernment shutdown. The 

president’s job rating continues 

to decline, even among those 

who voted for him, and the vast 

majority of Americans do not   

believe he cares about the needs 

of ordinary people. Meanwhile, 

members of Congress continue to 

collect their paychecks even as 

they fail to   restrain the presi-

dent’s expanding abuses of  

power. 

A growing number of Ameri-

cans feel invisible. It’s a sobering 

reflection of a nation where trust 

is shrinking and power feels     

increasingly distant. 

This loss of confidence isn’t 

just political — it’s deeply per-

sonal. When people start to be-

lieve their voices don’t matter, 

they stop speaking up. When they 

feel their choices don’t change 

outcomes, they stop trying.  

That quiet resignation seeps 

into families, churches, workplac-

es, and communities until hope 

begins to feel naïve. But the 

Christian story has always pushed 

back against despair. From the 

prophets to the Gospels, 

Scripture insists that each life 

bears divine agency — the sacred 

capacity to act, to speak, to resist 

inertia. In other words, to have 

agency. 

When a hurricane forms, it 

feeds on warm, unresisted air — 

pressure differences that grow 

until destruction seems inevitable. 

Similarly, when people surrender 

their agency, when voices grow 

silent and choices shrink to des-

pair, the forces of domination  

and disorder gain strength.     

Project 2025 has been called a 

“blueprint” for the dismantling of 

democratic norms, but its power 

relies on passivity — on citizens 

believing they can’t do anything 

to change its course.  

The gospel insists otherwise: 

God gives us agency as the calm 

eye within the storm — the     

sacred power to stand, to act,   

and to turn chaos toward renewal. 

Every small act of courage       

becomes a countercurrent, weak-

ening the winds that threaten to 

tear apart what is just and       

humane. 

Agency is the power to act 

instead of being acted upon — 

the belief that our choices still 

matter even when we don’t seem 

to matter to our political leaders, 

and life feels out of control. It’s 

what lets us say, “I can do some-

thing about this.” 

Spiritually, agency reflects   

the image of God within us: the 

divine capacity to respond, create, 

and shape what comes next. 

When we lose agency, we stop 

believing our actions make a  

difference. When we reclaim it, 

hope moves again — and God’s 

work through us becomes visible 

in the world. Agency is the heart-

beat of hope. 

This conviction is the heart-

beat of this week’s message. 

Agency. We turn to the Gospel of 

Luke and reflect on the final  

chapters of Ocean Vuong’s The 

Emperor of Gladness. Both point 

toward the same truth: even in 

systems that silence, there re-

mains a spirit that stirs. And when 

that Spirit awakens in people 

again — when they believe they 

can still choose truth, compas-

sion, and courage — change   

begins, not from the top down, 

but from the inside out. 

It’s no wonder that a recent 

Pew Research survey found that 

nearly three-quarters of    

Americans believe they have 

“little or no control” over the 

forces shaping their lives. Many   

of us feel the same weight: rising 

bills, uncertain work, political  

fatigue. When life presses in from 

every direction, despair begins to 

sound like reason. 

And yet the Gospel speaks 

directly into that hopelessness. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS      

Virginia Bigger                                                                

Sylvia Pittman                                         

Mirium Watson                  

Brian DuFour 

 

Fred Hans 

Jonathon Misner 

Terrance Williams 
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FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES  WHO ARE   

HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE 

     Dean Lamoreaux          Norma Buzzard                  

     Nancy Elston               

 
 

 

 

 

 

Oct 20        Mon        (We apologize for the convenience but Angel Closet at SFSK    

        is closed at the present time. I will post when we reopen it back up.) 

                                      6:00pm                Leadership Team 

Oct 21            Tue          9am-until gone            Produce will be available each   

                   week, along with canned goods, until further notice 
 

         11:00am-5pm     Taco Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall 

                                      (benefit fundraiser, see page 19) 

Oct 22            Wed                                          

Oct 23            Thu           
                

Oct 24            Fri               

Oct 25            Sat            5:00pm           Court Street UMC Concert   (see page 17)  

Oct 26            Sun           10:30am          New Beginnings 

                                                                 Contemporary Worship 
 

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched  YouTube channel. You can find these links  along 

with more  information about us on our  website at  (FlintAsbury.org.) 

    COMING UP THIS WEEK:       OCTOBER 20  -  26 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org


      

    The compan-

ion book for 

our next series, 

“Jesus was 

woke,” was 

written by   

Marilynne    

Robinson. She 

won a Pulitzer 

Prize for her bestselling novel,  

Gilead, which also became a selec-

Reverend John Ames, a  

76-year-old Congregation-

alist minister, to his seven-

year-old son. Ames is    

dying of heart disease,  

and he wants to leave   

behind a written record of 

his life, faith, struggles, 

and hopes for the boy who 

will grow up without him. 

Through these letters, 

Ames tells the story of 

three generations of 

preachers in his family.  

His fiery abolitionist grand-

father, his pacifist father, 

and himself. He recalls the 

moral and spiritual ten-

sions that shaped their 

lives, particularly around 

questions of justice,      

forgiveness, and grace.     
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 Leadership in  
Worship & Service  

tion for Oprah’s Book 

Club. 

Robinson has honorary 

degrees from Brown    

University, the University 

of the South, Holy Cross, 

Notre Dame, Amherst, 

Skidmore, and Oxford  

University. She was also 

elected a fellow of    

Mansfield College, Oxford    

University. 

Gilead takes the form of a 

long letter written by   
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Upcoming Worship Series                         
              “Woke” 

    Book Club News 

Page 4 

      A movement is underway to change both the meaning 

and original intent of the word “woke.” The word  first ap-

peared in African American communities in the 1940s. And 

through the 1960s, to “stay woke” meant to be aware of   

racial injustice and the need to be alert  to systemic racism or 

hidden prejudice. 

The term was revived through the Black Lives Matter 

movement and came to describe people who are conscious   

of social  inequalities. Not only racism, but also sexism, homo-

phobia, and other injustices. Being “woke” meant being in-

formed and active in seeking fairness.   

    The word was adopted and often mocked by critics who 

saw “wokeness” as excessive political correctness, moral pos-

turing, or ideological conformity. For some, “woke” became 

shorthand for progressive activism that had gone too far. The 

administration now labels any language or policy that encou-

rages diversity, equity, and inclusion as “woke.”        Page 5                    
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Upcoming Worship Series       —   “Woke”   
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       So today, “woke” is a contested word, which still means being aware and caring about justice for all of 

us. But to the radical right, “woke” means being overly sensitive or performative about social issues. 

     Beginning on the last Sunday in October, we’ll start a new series, titled “Jesus Was Woke.” This 5-Week 

spiritual journey was inspired by the Pulitzer Prize–winning novel, Gilead, by Marilynne Robinson. Together, 

we’ll explore what it truly means to be awake—to live with eyes open to the wonder, memory, grace, be-

longing, and love that form the heart of the gospel. 

      To help guide us, we’ll be reading Marilynne Robinson’s novel as background. You can find a reading 

schedule in the Book Club article.  

     The story unfolds as the aging Rev. John Ames writes a letter to his young son, reflecting on his long life, 

his faith, and the light of grace that shines even through sorrow. It’s a quiet, deeply spiritual novel—filled 

with beauty, forgiveness, and the struggle to love well in a complicated world. 

    Psalm 8 reminds us that God created us, cares for us, and put us in charge of caring for our planet. 

    Each week, our worship, scripture readings, and reflections will connect 

with a section of the novel. A companion devotional guide will be available 

to help you follow along, offering weekly scripture, insights from Gilead, and 

reflection questions for personal or group use. 

      This series invites you to slow down, listen deeply, and rediscover what 

it means to live awake—to notice the sacred in the ordinary, to remember 

how God has carried us, to extend grace where it’s hardest, to belong with humility, and to love as Jesus 

loved. 

       Whether you read along with the novel or simply join us in worship each week, this is a season to open 

our hearts and wake up to the living presence of God among us. 

Here is the outline of our series: 

  Episode Sundays Theme & Title 

One Oct 26 Wonder - Awake to God’s presence 

Two Nov 2 Memory - Awake to our stories 

Three Nov 9 Grace - Awake to mercy 

Four Nov 16 Belonging - Awake to community 

Five Nov 23 Love - Awake to the heart of Jesus 

    Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We share our weekly episodes on Facebook and our      
YouTube channel, and go live at 10:30 a.m. You can find these links and more information about us, or    

join our live broadcast on our website, FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

Pastor Tommy 

 

Marilynne Robinson. Gilead. NY: Picador, 2004. 

        

What are human beings,, 

that you think of them, mere 

mortals, that you care for 

them?            Psalm 8 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
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When the Lord saw her, His heart was filled with pity for her. Jesus said to her, 

“Don’t cry.” 

          Luke 7:11-17 

NOTES FROM WORSHIP 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1.     Read Luke 7:11-17. In what ways does Jesus restore agency to the widow? 

 

2.     Read the article in this week’s Circuit Rider titled Agency. Choose one act   

of  resurrection, such as calling someone you’ve drifted away from. Help a     

neighbor. Volunteer. Consider practicing gladness as an act of  defiance. Find a 

way to stay connected by joining a group where you pray with others and        

discuss how you see God inviting you to act. Join a non-violent protest             

organized around issues that matter to you. 

 

3.     How can your group members help you be more receptive to hearing and         

understanding the Word of  God this week? Pray for one another to be blessed  

by the Holy Spirit with greater courage. 

 

LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE: 

     QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS: 



       SUPPORT  YOUR LOCAL FARM  —  ”HOW YOU CAN DONATE”        Page 9 

                                                                                                                                

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

        

 

 

      

 

                     

 

 

 

 



Book Club News       ... Cont from pg 4                                                                                            Page 10 

 

If you choose to follow along, I suggest using the following schedule: 

 

Sunday's Pages Themes 

Sept 14   1 - 60 Light 

Sept 21 61 - 120 Memory 

Sept 28 121 - 180 Grace 

October 5 181 - 230 Belonging 

October 12 231 - 247 Love 

 
     I invite you to take your Gilead experience deeper with our weekly devotional guide. Each 

week pairs passages from the novel with Scripture, reflection questions, and prayer prompts.    

Our goal is to help you notice the overlooked, reflect on God’s presence, and live fully awake in 

your daily life. The guide can be used for personal study or small-group discussion. 

 

     We’ll have a few used books available for purchase for $6 or new for $10. Additional new 

copies of the paperback edition are available through Amazon for $10.35, and used copies in 

good condition start at $8.15. This book may also be available at the local library. Note that     

the weekly reading guide uses a paperback edition with no chapter divisions and 147 pages. 

 

     Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference that 

week's chapters. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace. You can   

purchase your own copy or visit your local library.  

 

     You can contact our office with questions by phone or simply type your question or enter       
a prayer request on our website’s homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org. 
 
 

Pastor Tommy 

 

 

 

 

Marilynne Robinson. Gilead. NY: Picador, 2004. 

 

 

http://FlintAsburyChurch.org


                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup      

 Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make      

 checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen! 

 

    Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint 
     

     

    Donations can be dropped off  Monday-Friday 11am-12Noon.  

Calling ahead is not necessary, but our needs change frequently,  

so calling ahead of time is a good idea! 

 
 

    Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am   

and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,          

assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together  

items to pass out to clients, and more. 
 

     

    Refer people!! 

 

 

 

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427  

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com 

 

 

     ** WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN **  Page 11 

http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint
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The Emperor of Gladness 

     Ocean Vuong’s best-selling 

novel, The Emperor of Gladness, 

captures this tension beautifully. 

As the story began, Hai, a young 

man hollowed by grief and guilt, 

tends to Grazina, an elderly 

woman slipping into dementia. 

Both characters are wounded, 

disoriented, living in worlds that 

seem to be collapsing. 

 

    Hai’s care for her, his small 

decisions to stay rather than flee, 

become acts of agency. Grazina’s 

fragmented presence, even in her 

confusion, calls him toward com-

passion. Their story reminds us 

that agency rarely looks heroic. 

More often, it’s the simple, stub-

born decision to keep loving 

when love feels futile. 

 

    For those who haven’t read it 

yet, we’ll let the novel speak for 

itself. Hopefully, you’ll see why it 

became such a meaningful com-

panion text for this series. 

 

What It Means for Us 

Let’s suppose that this Gospel 

truth takes root in our daily lives, 

what might change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus restores agency 

     Luke tells a story about Jesus 

meeting a funeral procession 

leaving the city of Nain. A wid-

ow’s only son has died. In that 

culture, a woman without a hus-

band or a son had no protection 

or income; her agency, identity, 

and future were effectively 

erased. She is the very picture of 

powerlessness and is mostly in-

visible to society. 

 

    But Jesus sees her. Luke says 

that, “When the Lord saw her, 

He had compassion on her.” Je-

sus stops the procession, touch-

es the bier, and commands the 

young man to rise. Soon, the 

boy breathes again. He is alive. 

And the widow receives back not 

only her child but also her agen-

cy, her future, and her voice. 

 

This story reveals a divine 

pattern of compassion creating 

human possibility. But Jesus 

doesn’t act instead of us.  He 

acts for us so that we may act in 

similar ways with Him. Résurrec-

tion was not just limited to a 

child. A single mother’s world is 

remade when love interrupts 

death. 

First of all, we’ll see change in 

our communities: we’ll stop 

waiting for someone else to fix 

what’s broken. We’ll notice 

the “widows of Nain” around 

us — neighbors facing evic-

tion, parents drowning in 

costs, young people caught in 

despair, immigrants under at-

tack — and step toward them 

instead of around them. 

We’ll also see a change in our 

churches: we’ll move from 

preservation to participation, 

seeing ministry not as main-

taining programs but as joining 

Jesus in resurrection work. 

Most of all, we’ll see change in 

our own hearts: we’ll refuse 

the lie that we’re spectators in 

our own story. And we’ll come 

to realize that every small act 

of kindness, truth, or courage 

becomes a quiet resurrection. 

That’s the world Jesus envi-

sions: not one ruled by fear, 

but one animated by everyday 

agents of compassion. 

What is your next step? 

It’s time for us to wake up 

to what numbs us. It’s time for 

us to notice where we’ve sur-

rendered choice — to fear, to 

habit, to exhaustion. Aware-

ness is the first spark of agen-

cy. 

 

                    Page 15 

 

 

When the Lord saw her, His 

heart was filled with com-

passion for her. Jesus said 

to her, “Don’t cry.” 

                  Luke 7:11-17 
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Experts warn that if Demo-

crats give in to the massive cuts 

to Medicare and Medicaid, this 

will have devastating effects on 

hundreds of rural hospitals, which 

rely more on federal funding from 

the US’s most extensive public 

health insurance programs. 

This standoff underscores    

the profound impact that deci-

sions, whether made by individu-

als or institutions, can have on 

the well-being of others. It serves 

as a stark reminder of the       

importance of truth and transpar-

ency in all aspects of life, espe-

cially when it concerns matters   

of health and safety. 

The truth is starting to come 

out about an incident in Chicago, 

where the Reverend David Black, 

of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Chicago, was shot in the head 

with pepper balls while praying  

in front of an ICE facility.  The 

pastor spoke to CNN's Erin     

Burnett in his first television    

interview since the incident    

happened.  

Video footage captured by    

a bystander shows masked ICE 

agents on the rooftop of the   

facility firing pepper balls at the 

protesters below. Black, who was 

wearing his clerical collar and  

had his arms outstretched in 

prayer, was struck directly on   

the head. The impact caused   

him to fall to his knees. After    

he was hit, agents continued to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Democratic representatives 

point to rising healthcare costs 

as the reason they’re unwilling 

to support the current 

administration’s proposed 

budget, which includes over 

$1.2 trillion in cuts to federal 

spending, primarily from 

Medicaid and nutrition funding 

programs. It also introduces 

work requirements for Medicaid 

recipients, which could result in 

the loss of coverage for millions. 

These measures 

disproportionately impact rural 

hospitals, which serve 

populations with higher rates of 

chronic illness and limited access 

to alternative healthcare options. 

The damage done by the 

most recent budget approval is 

already being felt. For example, 

Glenn Medical Center, the only 

hospital in rural Glenn County, 

California, closed on September 

30, marking the end of 75 years 

of service to the community.  

According to an article in The 

Guardian by Dani Anguian, the 

closure was due to the loss of its 

critical access hospital 

designation by the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services 

(CMS), a decision based on a 

technicality regarding the 

distance to the nearest hospital. 

This has left the county's 28,000 

residents without essential 

emergency and ongoing care, 

sparking outrage and concern 

among the community. 

fire, hitting him multiple times    

in the torso, arms, and legs.     

He claimed he could hear the 

agents laughing. 

In response to a lawsuit 

alleging that federal agents 

illegally suppressed First 

Amendment rights with exces-

sive force, a federal judge is-

sued a temporary restraining 

order against the federal gov-

ernment. This order restricts 

the use of force and crowd-

control measures against pro-

testers and journalists at the 

Broadview facility.  

The claim that climate 

change is a hoax is the most 

devastating of the lies coming 

out of Washington. Unfortu-

nately, the truth behind poli-

cies is nearly impossible to un-

cover. And most journalists 

seem to be afraid to call out 

lies or report news that may be 

seen as contradicting the ad-

ministration’s rhetoric. 

We live in a world where 

it’s tempting to hold on to 

illusions, to stories we tell our-

selves and others to make life 

feel safer or happier. In this 

week’s reading from our com-

panion book, Hai faces the 

consequences of living in such 

a world. Grazina’s health is 

failing, and Hai must confront 

not only her reality but the lies 

he has told—both to her and 

to himself. 

                              Page 14 
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Therefore, this week we’re 

calling ourselves out to confront 

the truths in our own lives, com-

munities, and our nation. By em-

bracing honesty and transparen-

cy, we can slow down the erosion 

of trust and ensure that we do 

not inadvertently cause harm to 

those God calls us to serve and 

protect. 

Let this story inspire us to 

reflect on our own actions and 

the truths we may be avoiding, 

and to commit to living with in-

tegrity and compassion. Remem-

ber that truth is the seed of 

peace. 

You can join us each Sunday 

in person or online by clicking the 

button on our website's 

homepage. Click here to watch. 

This button takes you to our 

YouTube channel. You can find 

more information about us on our 

website 

at FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

This is a reminder that we 

publish a weekly newsletter 

called the Circuit Rider. You can 

request this publication by email 

by sending a request to FlintAs-

buryUMC@gmail.com, or let us 

know when you send a message 

through our website. We post an 

archive of past editions on our 

website under Connect - choose 

Newsletters. 

 

Pastor Tommy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hai’s struggles reflect the 

personal consequences of avoid-

ing the truth. Just as Hai faces 

the repercussions of his past ac-

tions, communities and nations 

also bear the weight of decisions 

made without complete honesty 

or consideration.  

The closure of rural hospitals 

is a tangible example of how 

neglecting the truth can lead to 

real harm. How often do we cling 

to comforting stories, delusions, 

or half-truths to avoid facing 

hard realities? And what 

happens when the truth finally 

confronts us? 

During the time of the 

Prophet Zechariah, the people of 

Israel had returned from exile in 

Babylon. The temple was in 

ruins, Jerusalem was a shadow 

of its former self, and the com-

munity was fragile and divided. 

Through the prophet Zechariah, 

God called them not just to re-

build their city but to rebuild 

their integrity. 

These verses come from a 

moment of hope and warning. 

God promises restoration—

prosperity, peace, and the return 

of joy—but ties that promise to 

a moral condition: you must live 

truthfully with one another. 

God’s people could not re-

build their nation with stones 

alone. They had to rebuild trust. 

God knows that truth is the seed 

of peace. 

 

 

Our companion book for this 
series is Ocean Vuong. The 
Emperor of Gladness. NY: 
Penguin Press, 2025. 

Dani Anguiano. “Rural US town 
outraged as only hospital 
forced to shut: ‘I would have 
died without it’.” © The Guardi-
an, October 7, 2025. Retrieved 
from: Link 

Erin Burnett. “Chicao Pastor 
Shot by ICE speaks to CNN.” © 
CNN, October 10, 2025. Re-
trieved from: Link. 
 
 

 

They bandaged the 

wounds of my people as if 

they were not very deep—

are they ashamed of their 

hateful actions? They feel 

no shame at all. They do 

not even know how to 

blush. 

        Jeremiah 6:13:15 

http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/07/rural-us-town-outraged-as-only-hospital-forced-to-shut-i-would-have-died-without-it
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/10/us/video/chicago-pastor-ice-protest-shot-vrtc-ldn-digvid
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    In this new journey, we’ll ex-

plore how Jesus models holy 

awareness. Jesus sees the un-

seen, naming what others ignore, 

and calling ordinary people into 

extraordinary participation with 

God’s work. 

 

    Every time you choose glad-

ness, the kingdom of God rises a 

little more in your corner of the 

world. So whether you heard  

Sunday’s sermon or are just 

catching up now, carry this with 

you:  

Agency is the heartbeat of 

hope. 

 

     You can join us each Sunday 
in person or online by clicking the 
button on our website's 
homepage. Click here to watch. 
This button takes you to our 
YouTube channel. You can find 
more information about us on our 
website 
at FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

     This is a reminder that we 
publish a weekly newsletter 
called the Circuit Rider. You can 
request this publication by email 
by sending a request to     
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com, or 
let us know when you send a 
message through our website. 
We post an archive of past      
editions on our website under 
Connect - choose Newsletters. 

 

Pastor Tommy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    To get started, choose one 

act  of resurrection. What about 

calling someone you’ve drifted 

away from? Perhaps you can 

help a neighbor. Volunteer. 

Speak truth. These small, coura-

geous actions restore both you 

and the world around you. 

 

    Consider practicing gladness    

as an act of defiance. Gratitude 

is not denial. Gratitude is 

rebellion against despair. To 

rejoice in the Lord amid trouble 

is to declare that darkness does 

not own the final word. 

 

    And stay connected. Agency 

thrives in community. Join a 

group, pray with others, and  

talk about where you see God 

inviting you to act. Join a non-

violent protest organized around 

issues that matter to you. We 

rise best when we rise together. 

 

Coming up in worship 

     Next Sunday, we begin a new 

series titled “Jesus Was Woke.” 

 

Some use woke as an insult, 

but scripture uses it as an invita-

tion. To be spiritually awake is to 

see clearly — to recognize truth, 

injustice, beauty, and grace — 

and then to move. Remember 

that awareness is the doorway to 

agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our companion book for this 
series is Ocean Vuong. The 
Emperor of Gladness. NY: 
Penguin Press, 2025. 

Jocelyn Kelly, Gabriel Sorelli, 
Joseph Copeland, and Shanay 
Gracia. “Trump’s job approval 
and views of his personal 
traits.” © Pew Research, Au-
gust 14, 2025. Retrieved from: 
link 

 

 

http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/08/14/trumps-job-approval-and-views-of-his-personal-traits/
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      ASBURY FARMS PRESENTS …. 

 

      Asbury Farms invites you every Friday                 

to pick cherry tomatoes, a pay what you can       

farm stand, and urban farming planting             

technique demonstration. 

 

 Come join us between 7am-1pm every Friday at 1613 Jane Ave! 

 

                          



COURT STREET UMC PRESENTS:   

                                 “MARSHA STEVENS-PINO/JUSTIN RYAN IN CONCERT”                        Page 17 
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     The Alzheimer's Association website describes dementia as a general term for the loss of    

memory, language, problem-solving, and other thinking abilities, especially when these symptoms   

are severe enough to interfere with daily life. And dementia is usually the result of Alzheimer’s. 

Dementia is not a single disease. Instead, dementia refers to a collection of symptoms representing     

a variety of diseases. 

 

     To diagnose Alzheimer's and other types of dementia, doctors review the patient’s medical       

history, conduct a physical examination, collect data from laboratory tests, and look for changes        

In thinking, day-to-day function, and behavior associated with each type of dementia. 

 

     Notice the importance of both historical context and scientific data. Ignoring either one makes      

it difficult to come to a factual conclusion. The disease is likely to go undetected, but the symptoms 

will persist and likely worsen. The patient and their family suffer whether or not an accurate assess-

ment is made. 

 

     What do hurricanes and dementia have in common? The first similarity that comes to mind is     

the destruction and turmoil caused by our climate, in the first case, and by disease in the second.  

We’re all familiar with the damage caused by hurricanes. More of us are also facing the heartbreak   

of dementia. The effects of both hurricanes and dementia are evaluated in stages. Hurricanes are       

rated by categories based on wind speeds, while dementia is measured in progressive stages.        

The higher the category or stage, the more severe the impact. 

 

         Our national dementia goes undetected if we all choose     to ignore history and scientific  

data. Moreover, in the case of  our recent onslaught of national 

dementia, we’re all facing a   rapid increase in suffering. Fortuna-

tely, most are not fooled      by fools, and many are sounding the 

alarm. 

       Similarly, the Word of God spoken throughout scripture 

sounds alarms that we all need to   hear. God’s alarms are    

timeless and thus beg for faithful interpretation by persons     

chosen to speak truth to power. However, since God’s Word   

requires interpreters, there are always false prophets who               

convincingly deceive those for whom their interpretation                                     

                       may fit the listeners' precon-

ditioned ideas. 
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God is our shelter and is     

always ready to help in times 

of trouble. So we will not be 

afraid, even if he earth is 

shaken and mountains fall into 

the ocean depths, even if the 

violence shakes the seas; roar 

and rage, and the hills. 

                   Psalm 46:1-3 
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    Church bells remind me of the prophetic voices found in scripture and elsewhere. Speaking truth to 

power, prophets throughout history have spoken and sang warnings both to leaders and to the people they 

aspire to lead. 

What do you feel when you hear Church bells? 

Is it a sound that signals hope? 

Like the lost seaman hearing the lighthouse horn, 

it sings comfort to my soul. 

 

But an alarm also sounded, time to change course 

before my journey ends. 

What do you feel when you hear Church bells? 

Do they stir your heart to sing? 

The fog horn has sounded danger ahead, 

For my path was well worn. 
 

 

        Maybe you're walking along a familiar but unsettling path. Maybe you’ve passionately supported    

our current president, hoping for a better tomorrow. Hopefully, you’re beginning to focus more on facts 

than on lies. 

        So far, the U.S. remains a democracy, offering hope that new leaders will be elected. But we’re       

going through a very dark time. Our leaders have failed us, but instead of listening to the warnings,       

they continue to organize around principles that fail to care for God’s beloved. A hurricane is forming,     

and the destruction is already underway. 

Here is the outline of our series: 

  Episode  Sundays Title 

One  Sept 14 Formation 

Two  Sept 21 Confidence 

Three  Sept 28 Freedom 

Four  October 5 History 

Five  October 12 Truth 

Six  October 19 Agency 

     Please join us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We share our weekly episodes on Facebook and our    
YouTube channel, and go live at 10:30 a.m. You can find these links and more information about us, or   
join our live broadcast on our website, FlintAsburyChurch.org. 

           Pastor Tommy 

Ocean Vuong. The Emperor of Gladness. NY: Penguin Press, 2025. 

“How Do Hurricanes Form?.” © Spaceplace, 2025. Retrieved from link 

Tracy J. Wholf. “More than 85 climate experts say Energy Department report on greenhouse gases is 'full of errors',” © 

CBS News, September 2, 2025. Retrieved from Link 

Rev Dr Tommy McDoniel. “A Certain Road.” © Tommy McDoniel, June 18, 2006. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/hurricanes/en/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/energy-department-greenhouse-gas-report-climate-experts/
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