o000 cecececececececececece
ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER

Volume 4  Issue 1

Promises (Let's connect)

The Christmas Season comes ﬂ\[ERY@NE
at a good time. As we approach o
the shortest day of the year and HAYE &
temperatures stay near or W@NDER FUL
below freezing for days at a W
time, the Christmas spirit VEEK?
reminds us that there is joy in WEEK!
the world.

This reminder does not
affect everyone the same way,
which is one reason there are

so many versions of Hallmark

Christmas movies. Page 2
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Some of us, the lucky ones, can
get into the spirit and feel the
joy of Christmas from Thanksgiv-
ing through Christmas Day.
Some fall on the opposite side of
the emotional scale, dreading a
holiday filled with feelings of
loneliness and despair.

Most of us likely fall some-
where in between, with each
year being different from the
last. And with some welcomed
changes and a few differences,
we would rather not happen.

| suspect a lot depends on
how connected we feel. Are we
surrounded by family and
friends? Are we regularly with
others with whom we feel
emotionally connected?

In an article for Psychology
Today, Dr. Dianne Grande ex-
plains that emotional connec-
tions are based on three critical
questions. The first question is,
“Are you accessible to me?”

In other words, am | important
enough to you to get
your attention when | need it?

And when | do get your at-
tention, are you responsive to
me? When I'm anxious,
sad, lonely, or afraid, will you
comfort me? Last, and perhaps
most important, are we engaged

in each other’ s lives enough that
you seem to know what brings
me comfort and joy when I'm
afraid or feel hurt?

The more connected we feel
to others, the more likely the
Christmas Season brings us joy
as we look forward to celebrat-
ing the holidays.

An often-used expression
among Christians is the phrase,
“Jesus is the reason for the sea-
son.” While the clever rhyme and
meaning-packed implication help
these words to easily roll off the
tongue, what this means for each
of us also varies.

The expression has both his-
torical and practical limits. His-
torically, Christians co-opted a
secular holiday celebrating the
winter solstice. Practically, giving
and receiving gifts with persons
we're emotionally connected to
grabs much more of our atten-
tion than the birth of Jesus. After
all, Jesus may not have actually
been born on December 24.

How we live out this expres-
sion, however, has a lot to do
with our emotional connection
with Jesus. That is, how does our
connection with Jesus answer the
three questions posed by Dr.
Grande?
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Jesus often quoted from the
Book of Isaiah, and the prophe-
cies contained in it tell us a lot
about God’ s promise of a
Messiah. Among the most signifi-
cant is the first of four poems,
known as the Songs or Poems
of the Servant. Throughout the
centuries, the church has claimed
this text as one of the many
prophecies pointing to Jesus
Christ as the long-awaited
Messiah.

The poems were likely writ-
ten for a fractured community.
The community, with one part
living in style along the banks of
the Euphrates River, although
held in Babylonian exile. The
others were still living in the
neighborhood and were strug-
gling just to scratch out a
meager living.

Those who were taken away
by the Babylonians and no long-
er part of the neighborhood
managed quite well. Despite
their captivity, they were free to
pursue a reasonable living and,
for the most part, to come and
go as they pleased.

Page 14
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Dec 1 Sun  3:00pm Memorial for Faye Lapp
Dec 2 Mon  2:30pm Staff Meeting
Dec 3 Tue  10am-until gone  Produce will be available each

week, along with canned goods, until further notice

Dec 4 Wed

Dec 5 Thu

Dec 6 Fri

Dec7 Sat

Dec 8 Sun 10:30am New Beginnings

Contemporary Worship

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched YouTube channel. You can find these links along
with more information about us on our website at AintAsbury.org.)



https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org

Upcoming Worship Series
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Sunday,

& November
24. We used
Following
Jesus in a

Advent as
Adventure

DAWN DARWIN WEAKS

by Kyle
Meyaard-
Schaap for this series as our
companion book.

Asbhury Staff

Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel Pastor
Kevin Croom Fxecutive Director/ CDC

Connie Portillo Office Secretary

Kim Sims Finance Director
Terrg Kinze Ops Manger/ CDC
Sylvia Pittman Empowerment Arts
Jim Craig Board & Leadership Chair
Mike Sampson Farms Manager
Terrance Williams Aurts Center Mgr

Venus McBeth South Flint Soup Kitchen

We finish our
current worship
series, Life, on

Warming World
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On the Sunday before we celebrate everything scary for
Halloween, we begin a new series titled L/fe. Speaking of
everything scary. The debate is long over, and the consen-
sus is that climate change is real and taking an increasing
toll on our lives together. The time for Christians to be a

We’ re trying something
a little different in prepara-
tion for Christmas this year.
Instead of chapters to read
in preparation for Sun-
day’s message, we'll have a
short reflection to read
each day.

Daring to Connect is a
daily devotional for the four
weeks of Advent. Each day,
we'll read a reflection that
explores faith through
daring stories of risk, birth,
and radical trust. Dr.

Week’ s stories can help

Leadership in Worship & Service

Tong & Mirium Welcome Team
andi Woys];ip Leader
Anthony & Jim Ushers
Jonathon & Terrance  Production Team
Yasheah & Mirium Nurseyg
Chyristine Cale

part of the solution is long overdue.

One other scary note is that the election is coming up
fast. While climate change may not be visible on the ballot,
as voters, we need to know where the candidates stand on
this issue and what they plan to do about it. We owe this
to ourselves and to future generations.

Page 5

revitalize our connection
to faith, community, and
personal transformation.

The Season of Advent
offers opportunities each
year to consider the
stories we know as part of
our faith: stories of risk,
birth, and trying again.
Moreover, these are stories
of mutual, radical trust
between God and God's
people, trust manifested
by God sending Jesus to
live among us.

In Daring to Connect,
we will read contemporary
versions of similar stories
experienced by members
of Pastor Dawn Darwin
Weaks’ congregation. A
church totally focused on

Page 11
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Upcoming Worship Series = —  “Life”

Our next series looks at our changing climate, assisted by a book written by a fellow
Michigander, Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World will be the
companion book for our new worship series beginning on Sunday, October 27th. We
will spend the weeks leading up to Advent looking at what Scripture says about our
role in caring for our planet.

Millions of Christians took a stance they claimed to
be pro-life. Honestly, while their position is understanda-
ble, the focus was more on decisions that shouldn't be
theirs to make. More important, climate change is taking
away life. Taking action to care for our planet is a pro-life

position.
Here is the outline of our series and each week’s reading assignment if you want to
read our companion book as we progress through our series:

Then the Lord God placed the
man in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate it and guard it

Genesis 2:16

Title Sunday Scripture Reading
Neighbors October 27  Luke 10:25-37 Intro & Ch 1
A Love Story  November 3 John 1:1-18 Ch's2 &3
Good News November 10 Luke 4:16-22 Ch's 4 &5
Habits & Idols November 17 Matthew 6:24-34 Ch's6 & 7
Investing November 24 Matthew 25:14-30 Ch’'s 8, 9 & Epilogue

| pray that you will join us each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. We share our weekly
episodes on Facebook and our YouTube channel We go live at 10:30 am. You can find
these links along with more information about us, or join our live broadcast on our

website at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World: A Christian Call to Climate
Action. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2023.


https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
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“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE:

Here is my servant...He will not lose hope or courage. He will establish justice
on the earth.

Isaiah 42:1:9
NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS:

1. Read Isaiah 42:1:9. What images come to mind as you read this text?

2. Read this week’s article titled Promises. With whom are you emotionally connected?
How do these connections compare with your connection to Jesus Christ? What are
some ways that you can strengthen your connection with Christ during this Advent
Season?

3. How can the members of your group help you be more receptive to hearing and
understanding the Word of God this week? Pray for each other to have the Holy

Spirit bless you with more courage.
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Sonth Flint Soup Kitchen

POTTLED WATER DRIVE

All Year Lowng

Our cliewnts weed bottled water for cooking,
going with sack luches, to bathe and brush
their +eeth with, and WMORE!

Donations are accepted Monday-Friday
11:00am-12Noov at South Flint Soup Kitchen,
2410 Fenton Rd (B blocks vorth of AthertonRd)
Flint M 42507

Any guestions, please call 230-32427 or 235-0016 or

Email us at southflintsoupkitchenddawmail.com

To donate: www.mightycaunse.com/feedflint



mailto:southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com
http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARM — "HOW YOU CAN DONATE” Page 10

Show Your Support
For Your Local Farm

We need your help to purchase fencing to keep
our furry friends from eating up all our crops and
not sharing with us.

eSS XS
Donate

e Text “FARMCDC”
e to 53-555
e Scan QR Code

More Information :

M (810) 235-0016
funding@flintasbury.org
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personal transformation through mission in their community. Beginning with the first Sunday
of Advent, each day's devotion includes an Advent scripture, reflection, and prayer. Candle-
lighting moments for each Sunday and Christmas make Daring to Connect an engaging
Advent experience.

Rev. Dr. Dawn Darwin Weaks received her B.A. from Baylor University, her M. Div. from Brite
Divinity School at Texas Christian University, and her D. Min. from St. Paul School of Theology.
Initially ordained in the Southern Baptist Church where she served as an associate minister,
Pastor Weaks answered a call to become a Disciples of Christ minister in 1999. She is now
the co-pastor of Connection Christian Church in Odessa, Texas, with her husband,

Rev. Dr. Joe Weaks.

A frequent speaker at events nationwide, she has her writing published in various venues.
Her three passions are her family, her relationship with God, and helping others hear and
live out the calling God gives them.

Pastor Week’ s offers this insight in her introduction:

Sometimes the weight of the world can bog us down. Everything can feel so heavy,
it’s hard to move. Yet Advent, this season of waiting for the coming of Christ
anew, is meant to be an adventure. It’ s right there in the word! Within the pages
of this devotional are stories of playfulness, courage, trying again, laughter, and
radical trust- from God and us. After all, our story as Christians centers on God’s
outrageous risk of sending Jesus to us in the first place.

We'll have a few books available for purchase, but copies are available through most
book retailers and libraries. As of the publication of this article, the price on Amazon for a
new paperback edition is $4.99, and the Kindle version is also $4.99.

Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference
that week's chapters. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace.
You can purchase your own copy or visit your local library.

You can contact our office with questions by phone or simply type your question or
enter a prayer request on our website's homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Dawn Darwin Weak. Daring to Connect: Advent as Adventure. Danvers, MA: Chalice Press,
2024.


http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

** WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN ** gu.12

Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup
Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make
checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen!

Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Donations can be dropped off Monday-Friday 11am-12Noon.
Calling ahead is not necessary, but our needs change frequently,
so calling ahead of time 1s a good 1dea!

Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am
and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,
assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together
items to pass out to clients, and more.

Refer people!!

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com


http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Inve s ting (Using our talents)

The World Meteorological
Organization’s report on the state
of our climate for 2024 reported
that greenhouse gases reached
record levels in 2023 and contin-
ue to rise so far this year. They
anticipate 2023 and 2024 will
be the two warmest years on
record. And 2024 is on track to
be the warmest in history. Note
that the past 10 years have been
the warmest ten years in the
175-year observational record.

Some skeptics wonder why
warmer isn’ t better, particularly
as temperatures drop here in
Michigan as winter approaches
and winter sports don’t move
their needle.

First, while our needs, wants,
and desires are important,
humans habitually make choices
that aren’t consistent with satisfy-
ing even ourselves. We choose
the short term with bad infor-
mation, reducing our joy without
realizing why we're not satisfied.
And we guard our bad choices
as though we don’t have a choice.
But we do have a choice.

Second, we organize into
neighborhoods, churches, cities,
and so on because we recognize
that working together gives us
a better chance of meeting our
needs, wants, and desires.

.. cont from pg 1

This notion is validated by experi-
ence and encouraged in scripture.
Humanity long ago realized that
survival, comfort, and progress
result from cooperation more
than conflict.

In our companion book this
week, we read about vocation
and advocacy. While we may
vaguely agree on what it means
to have a vocation, Kyle Meyaard-
Schaap, author of Following Jesus
in a Warming World, turns to
Christian pastor and author
Frederick Buechner, who
describes your vocation as that
place “where your deep gladness
and the world’ s deep hunger
meet.”

While poetically inspiring,
more clarity is needed before
we connect our individual roles
in a warming world.

For some, vocation is
obvious, and it’ s easy to see
that many individuals are
engaged in activities that suit
them. Numerous contributors
who discovered new ways to
address survival, comfort, and
progress made the Industrial
Revolution possible. Discoveries
utilizing fossil fuels, in particular,
contributed substantially to meet-
ing the needs, wants, and desires
of everyone on the planet. This

page 13

contribution was significant
enough that we find a direct
correlation between national
wealth and consumption of
fossil fuels.

So why isn't a plan to sub-
stantially increase exploration
the right one for the United
States?

This plan, touted by our
incoming administration, will
financially benefit a very small
number of already wealthy
individuals in the short run. But
it will disastrous for all of us in
the next few decades.

The good news is that
cleaner energy sources are
available. The challenge is to
apply our talents to meet our
needs, wants, and desires and
greatly reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. This is where
advocacy comes in.

The obstacles we face are
systemic. Fossil fuels impact
every facet of life, from how we
grow food to what we choose
to eat to how we get to the
store to buy groceries. Address-
ing them will require strong,
visionary leaders, investment
and new legislative. Fortunately,
the US. is still a democracy,
giving each of us a voice and
vote.

Page 15
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Meanwhile, those living in the
neighborhood struggled in the
aftermath of the war. Vandals
had plundered the land, the
residence little to work with.
The neighborhood was devasted
economically and spiritually.

It was as though God had
abandoned them altogether, or
at least it seemed that there
were other gods in control of
their destiny with more power
and influence than the God that
they had known as children.

This description should also
sound familiar. Scripture is
unique in its relevance to all
generations. Whenever we feel
disconnected from the familiar,
disoriented by our surroundings,
and devastated by struggles,
we hope for good news.

Here is my servant... He
will not lose hope or
control. He will establish
justice on the earth.

Isaiah 42-1:9

Advent can be a time of reflect-
ing on the good news of Jesus
Christ. We need only allow the
Spirit of God to work in our
imagination and hearts.

This Sunday begins the Season
of Advent. The subtitle of our
companion book for our
Advent Series suggests that we

cont from pg 2

can approach Advent as an
adventure. One way to do this is
to work on our emotional connec-
tion with Jesus. Pastor Dawn
Darwin Weak’ s book of daily
devotions can help by helping

us spend a few minutes each day
practicing the expression, “Jesus
is the reason for the season.”

Advent reminds us of God'’s
promise that suffering never has
the last word. In the days
leading up to Christmas Eve,
suspense builds both by the
wrapped gifts under trees to
be revealed when Christmas ar-
rives and by allowing ourselves
to remember the greatest gift of
all, which began in stark condi-
tions among livestock. Jesus
spent His first night sleeping in
a feeding trough as the world
waited in anticipation of being
fed.

Whether you choose to read
Pastor Dawn's book of devotions,
The Upper Room, or some other
collection, spend a little time
each day connecting or recon-
necting with Jesus Christ during
Advent this year. Perhaps you'll
arrange five candles, lighting
one as the first week begins as
you begin your time of connect-
ing. Light the same one again as
the second week begins and add
one more. By Christmas Eve, you
will be ready to light the last can-
dle and spend quiet time in the
glow of all five candles.

Page 14

Pastor Dawn offers a short
devotion just for this purpose,
and there are plenty of free
options available online.

Advent is an adventure for
all who open their hearts to
connecting with our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

You can join us each
Sunday in person or online by
clicking the button on our
website's homepage—

Click here to watch. This button
takes you to our

YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on

our website

at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You
can request this publication by
email. Send a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com or
let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
the tab Connect - choose
Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series are inspired
by the Reverend Dawn Darwin
Weak. Daring to Connect:
Advent as Adventure. Danvers,
MA: Chalice Press, 2024.

Dr. Dianne Grande. “Emotional
Connection.” © Psychology
Today, September 22, 2017.
Retrieved from: link


http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/in-it-together/201709/emotional-connection

Inve s ting (Using our talents)

Advocacy involves using our
collective voices to remind legis-
lators that they work for us.

We hired them with our vote,
and we can fire them in the
next election if they don’ t listen.

Our companion book de-
scribes an effective process for
communicating with legislatures
at the local and federal levels.

In addition, Schaap offers a
tutorial on advocating through
writing and social media posting.

Each of us is uniquely gifted
to advocate for positive change.
As Christians, we’ re called to
utilize our gifts for the common
good.

Matthew tells us about a
story Jesus told that is frequently
connected to vocation. Like
other stories told by Jesus, this
one brilliantly uses metaphors,
allegory, and insight. This
particular story is traditionally
known as the Parable of the
Talents.

.. cont from pg 13

While a talent, at the time Je-
sus told the story, was a particu-
lar amount of money, the homo-
phone “talent” also means a ca-
pability, such as public speaking,
singing, carving, cooking, and
connecting. The parable describes
God’s expectation for utilizing the
unique giftedness we each re-
ceive.

Granted, it seems like some of
us are more gifted than others.
The point is we're to use whatev-
er we have to help each other
without harming the planet we're
expected to care for.

“There was a wealthy person,”
begins Jesus, “who left His serv-
ants in charge of His wealth while
He was away. When He returned,
He anticipated that each would
invest whatever they were given
charge of, thus multiplying His
wealth. Two of them did as ex-
pected, while one chose to bury
what his Master gave him to in-
vest rather than risk losing it.”

“Good job,” said the Master
to the two who invested. “Terrible
job,” said the Master to the one
who chose to bury His wealth.”

God gives each of us capaci-
ties, gifts, and resources to make
the world better. We're faithful
when we invest whatever we're
given in doing the vocation we're
gifted for.
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As we approach the end of
our series, Life, we are left with
the question: What is your role
in following Jesus in a warming
world?

You can join us each Sun-
day in person or online by
clicking the button on our web-
site’s homepage -Click here to
watch. This button takes you to
our YouTube channel. You can
find more information about us

on our website
at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You
can request this publication by
email. Send a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com or
let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
the tab Connect - choose
Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series are inspired
by Kyle Meyaard-Schaap.
Following Jesus in a
Warming World: A Christian
Call to Climate Action.
Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2023.


http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
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https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/

CHECK THIS OUT !!!! Kroger Community Rewards .. pagel6

community

rewards

Eligible Organizations

Kroger Community Rewards is open to
organizations that are tax exempt
under 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Participants include
school groups,

churches and synagogues, youth
sports, food banks, animal support

Where shoppiné and éiving groups and many others. Kroger does
come together and you can help! not make donations to individuals.
Get your favorite local organization
Community Rewards Learn more at —
Program 13 designed to be KrogerCommunityRewards.com today! Enrollment applications can be
Or, call Kroger Customer Communications at downloaded at Kroger.com

he easiest fund-raising
program in town! Simply
swipe your Plus Card and
earn rewards!

1-800-KROGERS, (576-4377)
OPTION #3

We’re giving
I8} [ ]
. Add the south Ftint — $2 million
up Kitchen to your :
Rewards Card to local area non profits
Use your Kroger Plus Card

and Help Feed Flint and earn rewards for your
' favorite organization.

Where shopping and giving
come together and you can help!




“EMPOWERING THE FUTURE—ASBURY CDC” e

Help Asbury CDC enrich the lives of youth by
donating to help get Tablets for them to
qttended classes for job training. We're

looking to get 5 Tablets for training for

—summer jobs




