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Habits & Idols (Earth keepers)

It's been a warm summer
and fall, with record-breaking
warm temperatures recorded
every month from June 2023
through this past September.
| It's even hotter than climate
scientists expected. 2024 is
on track to be the warmest
. year ever.

In addition to the unusual
heat wave, drought conditions
persist in much of the country. Page 2
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Habits & Idols (Earth kee pe rs)

Climate change “is no longer
theoretical or a distant threat, an
abstract one,” explains Aradhna
Tripati, a climate scientist from
UCLA who helped author
the latest national climate
assessment. “It is not something
that happens in the future here.
It is not something only happen-
ing in places far away from
where we live. All weather is
now being affected.”

In an article for Vox titled
“It” s not normal for the East
Coast to be on fire,” Paige Vega
writes, “This extreme period of
dry weather is a part of the
larger picture that scientists have
come to expect: that our weather
will become more extreme and
unpredictable and that we will
collectively experience more
pronounced swings from
incredibly dry periods to
incredibly wet periods.”

Brian Fuchs, a climatologist
with the National Drought Miti-
gation Center, explains that
“when it’ s 80 degrees in New
York in November, trees and
vegetation are still consuming
water. There’ s an extra period
of demand on the overall water
system, and that taxes water
sources — lakes and streams
begin to draw down and the
ground holds onto less moisture.

cont. from pg 1

Vegetation that grew earlier in
the year begins to dry out —
and fuel wildfires. It’ s increas-
ingly important for people to
know where their water comes
from and conserve it the best
you can at any time.”

In this week’ s chapters from
our companion book for this
series, Kyle Meyaard-Schaap
offers helpful suggestions for
Christians who want to contrib-
ute to addressing climate
change. He begins with a
familiar charge: tell your story.

That is, we can share our
own stories about how climate
change is affecting us and invite
others to find their own ways
to join the effort. However, “in
order for our stories to be invita-
tional,” explains Schaap, “we
must do not three but four
things: bond, connect, inspire,
and invite.”

But how do we get started?

As Christians, we’ re familiar
with the idea of spiritual disci-
plines, even if we don’ t call
what we do disciplines. Prayer
is one of the most basic spiritual
disciplines.

Page 2

And when spiritual disci-
plines become habitual, we
naturally grow spiritually. We
open ourselves to God'’s offer of
grace. Our priorities align more
with God's plans for us. We
worry less, and we find joy.

Jesus encourages us to set
aside worries—even worries
about climate change. While
this may seem contradictory,
spiritual disciplines help us see
and do the things we need to
do rather than worry about them.

“We actually know how to
solve climate change,” writes
Schaap. “We have the
knowledge, and we have the
technology. All that’ s missing is
the will.”

You cannot serve both God
and money.

Matthew 6:24

The issue comes when we
make things sacred that aren't.
That is, when we take positions
and make decisions contrary to
the priorities God has estab-
lished and called to us to honor.
“You cannot serve both God and
money, “ Jesus tells us. It's a
matter of priorities.

Page 14
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Nov 18 Mon  2:30pm Staff Meeting
6:00pm Leadership Team
Nov 19 Tue  10am-until gone  Produce will be available each
week, along with canned goods, until further notice
Nov 20 Wed
Nov 21 Thu  1.00pm Turkey drawing at South Flint Soup Kitchen
Nov 22 Fri 2:00pm Turkey drawing at Asbury UMC
Nov 23 Sat
Nov 24 Sun 10:30am New Beginnings
Contemporary Worship
*** Monday, Nov 18th—Registration to start for turkey drawings at Asbury UMC &
South Flint Soup Kitchen.. Call (Connie) at the church
office (235-0016) on Monday for more information!
(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched YouTube channel You can find these links along
with more information about us on our website at FlintAshury.org.)



https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
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Upcoming Worship Series
“Lif.e »

Sunday,

& November
24. We used
Following
Jesus in a

Advent as
Adventure

DAWN DARWIN WEAKS

by Kyle
Meyaard-
Schaap for this series as our
companion book.

Asbhury Staff

Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel Pastor
Kevin Croom Fxecutive Director/ CDC

Connie Portillo Office Secretary

Kim Sims Finance Director
Terrg Kinze Ops Manger/ CDC
Sylvia Pittman Empowerment Arts
Jim Craig Board & Leadership Chair
Mike Sampson Farms Manager
Terrance Williams Aurts Center Mgr

Venus McBeth South Flint Soup Kitchen

We finish our
current worship
series, Life, on

Warming World
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On the Sunday before we celebrate everything scary for
Halloween, we begin a new series titled L/fe. Speaking of
everything scary. The debate is long over, and the consen-
sus is that climate change is real and taking an increasing
toll on our lives together. The time for Christians to be a

We’ re trying something
a little different in prepara-
tion for Christmas this year.
Instead of chapters to read
in preparation for Sun-
day’s message, we'll have a
short reflection to read
each day.

Daring to Connect is a
daily devotional for the four
weeks of Advent. Each day,
we'll read a reflection that
explores faith through
daring stories of risk, birth,
and radical trust. Dr.

Week’ s stories can help

Leadership in Worship & Service

Tong & Mirium Welcome Team
andi Woys];ip Leader
Anthony & Jim Ushers
Jonathon & Terrance  Production Team
Yasheah & Mirium Nurseyg
Chyristine Cale

part of the solution is long overdue.

One other scary note is that the election is coming up
fast. While climate change may not be visible on the ballot,
as voters, we need to know where the candidates stand on
this issue and what they plan to do about it. We owe this
to ourselves and to future generations.
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revitalize our connection
to faith, community, and
personal transformation.

The Season of Advent
offers opportunities each
year to consider the
stories we know as part of
our faith: stories of risk,
birth, and trying again.
Moreover, these are stories
of mutual, radical trust
between God and God's
people, trust manifested
by God sending Jesus to
live among us.

In Daring to Connect,
we will read contemporary
versions of similar stories
experienced by members
of Pastor Dawn Darwin
Weaks’ congregation. A
church totally focused on

Page 11
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Upcoming Worship Series — “Life”

Our next series looks at our changing climate, assisted by a book written by a fellow
Michigander, Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World will be the
companion book for our new worship series beginning on Sunday, October 27th. We
will spend the weeks leading up to Advent looking at what Scripture says about our
role in caring for our planet.

Millions of Christians took a stance they claimed to
be pro-life. Honestly, while their position is understanda-
ble, the focus was more on decisions that shouldn't be
theirs to make. More important, climate change is taking

Genesis 2:16 away life. Taking action to care for our planet is a pro-life
position.
Here is the outline of our series and each week’s reading assignment if you want to
read our companion book as we progress through our series:

Then the Lord God placed the
man in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate it and guard it

Title Sunday Scripture Reading
Neighbors October 27  Luke 10:25-37 Intro & Ch 1
A Love Story  November 3 John 1:1-18 Ch's2 &3
Good News November 10 Luke 4:16-22 Ch's4 &5
Habits & Idols November 17 Matthew 6:24-34 Ch's6 & 7
Investing November 24 Matthew 25:14-30 Ch’s 8, 9 & Epilogue

| pray that you will join us each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. We share our weekly
episodes on Facebook and our YouTube channel. We go live at 10:30 am. You can find
these links along with more information about us, or join our live broadcast on our
website at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World: A Christian Call to Climate
Action. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2023.
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“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE:

You cannot serve both God and money.
Matthew 6:24-34

NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS:

1. Read Matthew 6:24-34. What do you think Je sus is co nc e rn ed about in
this text? What are some symptoms of se rving othe r mas te rs ins tead of

God?
2. Read this week’s article titled Habits &amp; Idol. What are some of your

expe rienc e s with climate change? How is climate change n egatively affect-
ing you? What habits can you adopt that can become spiritu al disci-

plin e s for you?

3. How can the me m be rs of your group help you be more rec e ptive to
hearing and unde rs tanding the Wor d of God this week? Pra y for each othe r
to have the Holy Spirit ble ss you with more courage.




SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN - BOTTLED WATER DRIVE  age9

Sonth Flint Soup Kitchen

POTTLED WATER DRIVE

All Year Lowng

Our cliewnts weed bottled water for cooking,
going with sack luches, to bathe and brush
their +eeth with, and WMORE!

Donations are accepted Monday-Friday
11:00am-12Noov at South Flint Soup Kitchen,
2410 Fenton Rd (B blocks vorth of AthertonRd)
Flint M 42507

Any guestions, please call 230-32427 or 235-0016 or

Email us at southflintsoupkitchenddawmail.com

To donate: www.mightycaunse.com/feedflint



mailto:southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com
http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARM — "HOW YOU CAN DONATE” Page 10

Show Your Support
For Your Local Farm

We need your help to purchase fencing to keep
our furry friends from eating up all our crops and
not sharing with us.

eSS XS
Donate

e Text “FARMCDC”
e to 53-555
e Scan QR Code

More Information :

M (810) 235-0016
funding@flintasbury.org
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personal transformation through mission in their community. Beginning with the first Sunday
of Advent, each day's devotion includes an Advent scripture, reflection, and prayer. Candle-
lighting moments for each Sunday and Christmas make Daring to Connect an engaging
Advent experience.

Rev. Dr. Dawn Darwin Weaks received her B.A. from Baylor University, her M. Div. from Brite
Divinity School at Texas Christian University, and her D. Min. from St. Paul School of Theology.
Initially ordained in the Southern Baptist Church where she served as an associate minister,
Pastor Weaks answered a call to become a Disciples of Christ minister in 1999. She is now
the co-pastor of Connection Christian Church in Odessa, Texas, with her husband,

Rev. Dr. Joe Weaks.

A frequent speaker at events nationwide, she has her writing published in various venues.
Her three passions are her family, her relationship with God, and helping others hear and
live out the calling God gives them.

Pastor Week’ s offers this insight in her introduction:

Sometimes the weight of the world can bog us down. Everything can feel so heavy,
it’s hard to move. Yet Advent, this season of waiting for the coming of Christ
anew, is meant to be an adventure. It’ s right there in the word! Within the pages
of this devotional are stories of playfulness, courage, trying again, laughter, and
radical trust- from God and us. After all, our story as Christians centers on God’s
outrageous risk of sending Jesus to us in the first place.

We'll have a few books available for purchase, but copies are available through most
book retailers and libraries. As of the publication of this article, the price on Amazon for a
new paperback edition is $4.99, and the Kindle version is also $4.99.

Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference
that week's chapters. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace.
You can purchase your own copy or visit your local library.

You can contact our office with questions by phone or simply type your question or
enter a prayer request on our website's homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Dawn Darwin Weak. Daring to Connect: Advent as Adventure. Danvers, MA: Chalice Press,
2024.


http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

** WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN ** gu.12

Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup
Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make
checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen!

Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Donations can be dropped off Monday-Friday 11am-12Noon.
Calling ahead is not necessary, but our needs change frequently,
so calling ahead of time 1s a good 1dea!

Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am
and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,
assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together
items to pass out to clients, and more.

Refer people!!

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com


http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Good News (At leas t, it should be)

State officials realize that the

state will need to prepare for sea

levels to rise by just under two
feet by 2050. This will have
detrimental impacts on coastal

forests and estuaries, contaminate

drinking water, and greatly in-
crease flooding.

Recent polls show that over

90% of Floridians believe climate

change is real. Yet Trump easily
won Florida with over 56% of
the vote. This doesn’t add up for
me.

Coral Davenport and Lisa
Friedman, in a recent New York
Times article, began with this
observation: “The fight against
climate change has taken a body
blow with the election of Donald
J. Trump, who calls global
warming a ‘scam’ and has
promised to erase federal efforts
to reduce the pollution that is
heating the planet.” Their
conclusion is based in part on
his promise to increase U.S. oil
production beyond record levels.

During his first term in office,
over 100 major environmental
rules and regulations were re-
pealed, and the U.S. withdrew
from the 2015 Paris Climate
Accord. What will happen next
is unknown since truth is so hard
to find within his hate-filled
rhetoric.

.. cont from pg 1

Fortunately, there are
economic reasons pushing back
on Trump's threat to end U.S. ef-
forts to participate in fighting cli-
mate change, according to their
article. Most importantly, Republi-
can congressional districts have
benefited from around 80 per-
cent of the money spent so far
from funds to promote renewable
energy. And lawmakers and
business leaders want to protect
that investment and the jobs
they bring.

Kyle Meyaard-Schaap writes
this about the disconnect seen
in our priorities in this week'’s
reading assignment from our
companion book for this series,
“The runaway warming of God’ s
creation is a potent, physical,
and global manifestation of the
sum total of all of this broken-
ness. Climate change is rapidly
changing the basic operating
system of the world, making it
fundamentally more dangerous
and unpredictable.”

Perhaps Floridians have the
necessary resources to deal with
the damage from climate change.
However, they won't be able to
replace the loss of life from
catastrophic weather events.

page 13

And the cost of rebuilding is
likely to skyrocket. Last year’s
price for recovering from
weather-related catastrophes
nationwide exceeded $165 Bil-
lion. Our tax dollars supplement
Florida's recurring recoveries
from the effects of climate
change.

But climate change doesn'’t
just affect Florida. We're all
negatively affected, and it's get-
ting worse. Yet, the majority of
voters see other priorities as
more pressing. However, most
of the world’s population disa-
grees with our priorities.

It's estimated that nearly 80
percent of the world’ s popula-
tion, living relatively close to
the equator, feel the greatest
impact of climate change. Yet
the vast majority of the world’s
population collectively owns
less than one-third of the
world’ s wealth. This means
they have the least resources to
find ways to adapt to a much
more dangerous climate.

Since economic develop-
ment and wealth accumulation
over the past centuries were
proportionate to the amount of
fossil fuels consumed, those
most affected by climate
change contributed the least to
causing the problem.

Page 15



Habits & Idols (Earth keepers)... cont from pg 2

The exchange of goods, or
barter, is a communal ritual that
connects our needs with the
gifts of others. Money is merely
a medium of exchange that un-
derwrites barter. The priority,
however, isn't the exchange or
the medium. The priority is serv-
ing God by embracing divine pri-
orities.

We' re all earth keepers, a
sacred calling established by
God at creation. God empowers
each of us to do our part but
loves us enough to allow us to
make our own decisions.

In his book, Schaap provides
two websites with ideas for
participating in earth keeping:
Project Drawdown and
Living the Change. Each offers
ideas that you can consider
turning into habits and spiritual
disciplines.

In my experience, following
God brings great joy, but it also
brings heartbreak when we put
anything else before God.

You can join us each Sunday
in person or online by clicking
the button on our website’s
homepage -Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on
our website

at FlintAsburyChurch.org.
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A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You can
request this publication by email.
Send a request to

FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com or

let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under the
tab Connect - choose Newsl/etters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series are inspired by
Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following
Jesus in a Warming World: A
Christian Call to Climate Action.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 2023.

Paige Vega. “It’ s not normal for
the East Coast to be on fire.” ©
Vox, Nov 12, 2024. Retrieved
from: link

Gavin Schmidt and Zeke
Hausfather. “We Study Climate
Change. We Can’ t Explain What
We’ re Seeing..” © New York
Times, November 13, 2024. Re-
trieved from: link
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https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/13/opinion/climate-change-heat-planet.html
http://Drawdown.org
https://happenfilms.com/living-the-change
http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

Good News (At leas t, it should be)

| continue to be dismayed
by the priorities of Christians
claiming to follow Christ while
supporting candidates and
policies inconsistent with biblical
mandates.

Let me explain.

Luke tells a story about when
Jesus returned to his hometown.
The scene is the church in
Nazareth, where Jesus grew up.
Nazareth was one of those small,
rural towns located in the hills.
A similar town in the U.S. would
likely be red on a political map.

Jesus grew up in a working-
class family as the son of Joseph,
the carpenter. While Mary was
his biological mother, Joseph
adopted Jesus after Mary be-
came pregnant and gave birth
while the couple was engaged.
This adoption was likely a not-so
-well-kept secret among the
hometown folks.

The story is told in chapter 4
of Luke. Jesus went to Nazareth
on the Sabbath and went to the
synagogue as usual. When He
was asked to read the scriptures,
He stood up and was handed
the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Most people back then could
not read. But this hometown
boy, Jesus, is handed a bible to
read scripture during the church
service. All eyes were on Him as

.. cont from pg 13

the townsfolk listened to find out
if this homeboy's reading ability
matched the rumors about His
popularity as a healer and
teacher.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me because he has chosen me
to bring good news to the
poor ...

Luke 4:18

Luke tells us Jesus unrolled
the scroll and read where it is
written, "The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me because he has
chosen me to bring good news
to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives and recovery of sight to
the blind, to set free the op-
pressed and announce that the
time has come when the Lord
will save his people.”

The crowd was impressed. |
imagine that His diction and pro-
nunciation of the ancient text
were flawless. It was like a book
reading by a famous author, read-
ing one of her favorite parts of
her book to a grateful audience.

Page 15

| like to imagine how the
crowd reacted. | don’ t know
much about what actually
happened. It's easier for me to
imagine a church like the one |
grew up in and a Jesus more
like a young person today,
returning home, with her
reputation preceding her
arrival. You probably can imag-
ine something similar. Perhaps
a scene where a lady whispers
in her husband’ s ear, “| heard
he graduated from some
Ivy-league school.”

Many of us are intimidated
by smart people rather than
grateful for their gifts. Jesus
wasn’ t just smart; He was wise
and full of divine insights into
God’ s priorities. This story
reinforces God's love and
plans for the poor.

Luke tells us that after Je-
sus rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant, and sat
down. All the people in the
synagogue had their eyes fixed
on him. He told them, “This
passage of scripture has come
true today, as you heard it be-
ing read.”

Jesus fulfills God's promise
to reconcile all of creation. And
His mission makes our priori-
ties clear.

Page 16



Good News (At leas t, it should be) ... cont from pg 15

The author of our companion
book says it this way, “If your
ministry in the name of Jesus
does not result in actions that
are good news for the poor,
you are doing it wrong. In a
warming world this means that
if our proclamation of the gospel
does not result in actions that
are good news for those suffer-
ing under the burden of an
unequally ¢ hanging climate—
good news for those choking on
pollution, losing precious farm-
land to rising seas, languishing
under oppressive heatwaves,
escaping deadly disaster and
wasted homes only to run
headlong into the arms of
traffickers—then we, too are
doing it wrong.”

You can join us each Sunday
in person or online by clicking
the button on our website'’s
homepage -Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on
our website
at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You can
request this publication by email.
Send a request to

FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com or

let us know when you send a
message through our website.

We post an archive of past
editions on our website under the
tab Connect - choose Newsl/etters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series are inspired by
Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following
Jesus in a Warming World: A
Christian Call to Climate Action.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 2023.

Florida Climate Center. “Climate
Trends in Florida. © Florida State
University, 2024. Retrieved from:
link

Coral Davenport and Lisa
Friedman. “What Trump’ s Victory
Means for Climate Change.” ©
New York Times, November 7,
2024. Retrieved from: link
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CHECK THIS OUT !!!! Kroger Community Rewards .. pagel7

community

rewards

Eligible Organizations

Kroger Community Rewards is open to
organizations that are tax exempt
under 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Participants include
school groups,

churches and synagogues, youth
sports, food banks, animal support

Where shoppiné and éiving groups and many others. Kroger does
come together and you can help! not make donations to individuals.
Get your favorite local organization
Community Rewards Learn more at —
Program 13 designed to be KrogerCommunityRewards.com today! Enrollment applications can be
Or, call Kroger Customer Communications at downloaded at Kroger.com

he easiest fund-raising
program in town! Simply
swipe your Plus Card and
earn rewards!

1-800-KROGERS, (576-4377)
OPTION #3

We’re giving
I8} [ ]
. Add the south Ftint — $2 million
up Kitchen to your :
Rewards Card to local area non profits
Use your Kroger Plus Card

and Help Feed Flint and earn rewards for your
' favorite organization.

Where shopping and giving
come together and you can help!




“EMPOWERING THE FUTURE—ASBURY CDC” s

Help Asbury CDC enrich the lives of youth by
donating to help get Tablets for them to
qttended classes for job training. We're

looking to get 5 Tablets for training for

—summer jobs




