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Grace (Miracle of belief)

: In order for an event

! to be a miracle, according

dl to the Catholic Church, the
event must be unusual,
instantaneous, spontaneous,
and complete. And there

i must not be a natural
explanation. Also, others
must see the event, and it

must be a mystery that can

only be the result of an act of God.
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Abundance (Enough for all)

B -
3 e i As we come to the end of

our Miracles Series, we also
reach the final chapter and
epilogue of our companion
book, Just Jones. Our next
3 series, Life, begins the last
¢ Sunday in October.

In this week’s reading,
 Ollie’s guilt in pulling off his
big prank is about to be re-
vealed. Blair Monroe Houston called a press conference, presumably
after realizing that tires now covered the flag pole where the state flag
of Texas would otherwise be raised. Crowds assembled despite the
sweltering heat, and the media was on hand for the big reveal.
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Grace (Miracle of belief)

But they won't take my word
for it or yours. Miracles are con-
firmed through a process invol-
ving experts in recognizing mira-
cles. The experts collect eyewit-
ness statements and documenta-
tion. A group organized and
commissioned by the Vatican
examines this evidence. The
investigation includes multiple
peer-reviewed diagnoses by
medical experts.

If a majority of group mem-
bers agree that a miracle
occurred, the event is classified
as a miracle and sent to a com-
mission of theologians for ratifi-
cation. This group sends their
decision to the Pope for the final
decision. The event officially
becomes a miracle through a
step called canonization.

In our reading from our com-
panion book for this week, Blair
Houston Monroe calls the FBI to
investigate her stolen Star of
Texas. With no clues to go on,
their investigation lasted only
three days. The embittered wom-
an offers a $25,000 reward, but
with enough strings attached
that she is certain no one will
ever collect it. Who and how was
a total mystery.

Ollie finally talks to Jones
about his bitterness towards
Blair Houston Monroe. When
Ollie was nine, she once told him

cont. from pg 1

that his dad was a coward and in
hell. Ollie was too young to un-
derstand the ignorance of what
he was told but old enough to
hold a grudge.

Jones offers Ollie an im-
portant life lesson. Love is al-
ways more powerful than hate.
Ollie’ s dad is not in hell. It
doesn’ t work that way. But Ollie
will someday find himself at a
crossroads where he will decide
if he is willing to take the path
of love.

Meanwhile, Ollie is hard at
work collecting old tires and
hiding them in the woods.
Something’ s brewing

Miracles performed by Jesus
get a pass on the canonization
process since He is the ultimate
and actual miracle-doer. Never-
theless, look up a list of miracles
performed by Jesus, and one is
missing. | presume it isn't classi-
fied as a miracle because it hap-
pens too frequently, and it
doesn’t seem the least bit impos-
sible. Still, scripture says that it's
only possible with God’s inter-
vention.

Luke tells a story about Jesus
and His followers traveling
through Samaria, which has a
special place in scripture. First,
Jews and Samaritans were like oil
and water. Their dispute dates
back to the time when Ancient
Israel split into two kingdoms.
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The Northern Kingdom kept the
name Israel, while the Southern
Kingdom called itself Judea.

The division between the two
groups of people widened after
Assyria conquered Israel. Assyria
used a strategy of assimilation to
manage their empire. The
families of Israel eventually
merged with families from other
parts of the Assyrian empire.

Judea eventually fell to the
world power that conquered
Assyria. Babylon used a different
strategy to rule over its vast
empire. The political leaders,
professionals, and scholars of
Judea were captured and relocat-
ed to the capital of the empire.
They weren't expected to merge
with other families, however.
And they were able to hold onto
much of their culture and
religious beliefs.

None of this history seems to
justify the bitterness and disdain
each held for the other, however.
Jews simply didn’t associate with
Samaritans.

But this isn't the miracle.
Jesus occasionally told stories
where a Samaritan was the hero.
Perhaps Samaritans had a
special place in His heart.

Page 14
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Oct 21 Mon  2:30pm Staff Meeting
6:00pm Leadership Team
Oct 22 Tue 10am-until gone Produce will be available each Tuesday
(until further notice), along with canned goods
3:00pm CDC Board Meeting
Oct 23 Wed
Oct 24 Thu
Oct 25 Fri
Oct 26 Sat
Oct 27 Sun 10:30am New Beginnings

Contemporary Worship

** Next week is our Trunk —r-Treat events, if you are able to donate some bags of
candy, you may do so by dropping them off at the Asbury office during the week. |
thank you in advance!!

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched YouTube channel. You can find these links along

with more information about us on our website at FlintAshury.org.)



https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org

Upcoming Worship Series
“Lif.e »

Book Club News

We finish our
current worship
series, Miracles,

on Sunday,

Just Jones, a
sequel to

TO CLIMATE

The Noticer. Feedback on his books

was extremely positive.

Asbhury Staff

Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel Pastor
Kevin Croom Executive Director/CDC
Connie Portillo
Kim Sims

Teryg Kinze

Office Secretary
Finance Director
Ops Manger/ CDC
Sylvia Pittman Empowerment Arts

Jim Craig Board & Leadership Chair

Mike Sampson Farms Manager

Terrance Williams Aurts Center Mgr
Venus McBeth South Flint Soup Kitchen

October 20. As
our companion
book, we used
Andrew’ s book
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On the Sunday before we celebrate everything scary for
Halloween, we begin a new series titled L/fe. Speaking of
everything scary. The debate is long over, and the consen-
sus is that climate change is real and taking an increasing
toll on our lives together. The time for Christians to be a

I” m pleased to an-
nounce that Following
Jesus in a Warming World
will be the companion book
for our new worship series
beginning on Sunday,
October 27. We'll spend
the weeks leading up to
Advent looking at what
scripture has to say about
our role in caring for our
planet.

While listening to news
coverage of the most recent
hurricane to hit Florida’s
coastline, | was dismayed

Leadership in Worship & Service

Tong & Mirium Welcome Team
andi Woys];ip Leader
Anthony & Jim Ushers
Jonathon & Terrance  Production Team
Yasheah & Mirium Nurseyg
Chyristine Cale

part of the solution is long overdue.

One other scary note is that the election is coming up
fast. While climate change may not be visible on the ballot,
as voters, we need to know where the candidates stand on
this issue and what they plan to do about it. We owe this
to ourselves and to future generations.
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by an exchange the reporter
had with a local resident.
When the reporter connect-
ed the size of the storm

to climate change, the
resident pushed back.

“Not all scientists agree,”
she said.

While technically true,
surveys of thousands of
scientists determined that
somewhere around 99.9%
agree that climate change is
real. So why do some politi-
cians and lots of Christians
believe otherwise?

What does scripture
say?

Page 11
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Upcoming Worship Series — “Life”

Our next series looks at our changing climate, assisted by a book written by a fellow
Michigander, Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World will be the
companion book for our new worship series beginning on Sunday, October 27th. We
will spend the weeks leading up to Advent looking at what Scripture says about our
role in caring for our planet.

Millions of Christians took a stance they claimed to
be pro-life. Honestly, while their position is understanda-
ble, the focus was more on decisions that shouldn't be
theirs to make. More important, climate change is taking

Genesis 2:16 away life. Taking action to care for our planet is a pro-life
position.
Here is the outline of our series and each week’s reading assignment if you want to
read our companion book as we progress through our series:

Then the Lord God placed the
man in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate it and guard it

Title Sunday Scripture Reading
Neighbors October 27  Luke 10:25-37 Intro & Ch 1
A Love Story  November 3 John 1:1-18 Ch's2 &3
Good News November 10 Luke 4:16-22 Ch's4 &5
Habits & Idols November 17 Matthew 6:24-34 Ch's6 & 7
Investing November 24 Matthew 25:14-30 Ch’s 8, 9 & Epilogue

| pray that you will join us each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. We share our weekly
episodes on Facebook and our YouTube channel. We go live at 10:30 am. You can find
these links along with more information about us, or join our live broadcast on our
website at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World: A Christian Call to Climate
Action. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2023.


https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
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“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE:

So they gathered them all and filled twelve baskets with the pieces left over from the five bar-
ley loaves which the people had eaten.

John 6:71-15
NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS:

1. Read John 6:1-15. Imagine yourself as one of the disciples. What's going through your
mind?

2. What are you thinking when Jesus tells you to start serving without nearly enough to go
around?

3. What are you thinking after picking up the leftovers?
Read this week’s article titled Abundance. Do you believe love is more powerful than hate?
What is your proof? Where do you see love at work around you?

How can the members of your group help you be more receptive to hearing and under-
standing the Word of God this week? Pray for each other to have the Holy Spirit bless
you with more courage.




SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN - BOTTLED WATER DRIVE  age9

Sonth Flint Soup Kitchen

POTTLED WATER DRIVE

All Year Lowng

Our cliewnts weed bottled water for cooking,
going with sack luches, to bathe and brush
their +eeth with, and WMORE!

Donations are accepted Monday-Friday
11:00am-12Noov at South Flint Soup Kitchen,
2410 Fenton Rd (B blocks vorth of AthertonRd)
Flint M 42507

Any guestions, please call 230-32427 or 235-0016 or

Email us at southflintsoupkitchenddawmail.com

To donate: www.mightycaunse.com/feedflint



mailto:southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com
http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARM — "HOW YOU CAN DONATE” Page 10

Show Your Support
For Your Local Farm

We need your help to purchase fencing to keep
our furry friends from eating up all our crops and
not sharing with us.

e (can
Donate

e Text “FARMCDC”
e t0 53-555
e Scan QR Code

More Information :

™ (810) 235-0016
funding@flintasbury.org
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This question motivated climate activist Kyle Meyaard-Schaap to publish a book for
Christians. After spending years speaking to and equipping Christians to work for climate
action, he's optimistic. Younger Christians, waking up to the realities of climate change,
want to help but aren’t sure how. You may be in the same boat.

His book offers hope to Christians paralyzed by the scale of the crisis by helping us
move from paralysis to meaningful action. Following Jesus in a Warming World serves as
a field guide for Christian climate action. However, his book is not grounded in a sense
of guilt or drudgery. Rather, we're encouraged to experience the joy of caring for creation.

Here is our schedule of chapters for this book:

October 27 Introduction & Chapter 1
November 3 Chapters 2 & 3
November 10 Chapters 4 & 5
November 17 Chapters 6 & 7
November 24 Chapters 8, 9 & Epilogue

We'll have a few books available for purchase, but both new and used copies are
available through most book retailers and libraries. As of the publication of this article, the
price on Amazon for a new paperback edition is $13.49. Used copies are available for less,
and the Kindle version is $12.82.

Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference
that week's chapters. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace.
You can purchase your own copy or visit your local library.

You can contact our office with questions, by phone or simply type your question
or enter a prayer request on our website’s homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Kyle Meyaard-Schaap. Following Jesus in a Warming World: A Christian Call to
Climate Action. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2023.


http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

** WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN ** gu.12

Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup
Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make
checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen!

Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Donations can be dropped off Monday-Friday 11am-12Noon.
Calling ahead is not necessary, but our needs change frequently,
so calling ahead of time 1s a good 1dea!

Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am
and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,
assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together
items to pass out to clients, and more.

Refer people!!

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com


http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Abundance (Enough for all) ...

The image Ollie sent to
Ms Houston of himself with a
stack of tires came from a burner
phone. She knew he was guilty,
but the picture alone was insuffi-
cient evidence.

As we come to the end of our
companion book, we also learn
the story of how the peace table
came to be. The story is both a
reminder of the rich heritage of
people who initially inhabited the
land and the brutality that came
with the initial immigrants from
Europe.

Our nation’s history began
with taking land from existing
inhabitants. God’s beloved with
very similar needs, struggles,
dreams, and aspirations. The
story offers a stark contrast to
the lesson Ollie learned from
Jones. “Love is more powerful
than hate.”

It’ s also a stark contrast to
the stories taking place in areas
ravaged by our two most recent
hurricanes. There is also a
juxtaposition to be made, howev-
er, between the reckless lies and
conspiracy theories impeding
rescue and recovery efforts versus
the heroism of ordinary citizens
trying to participate in an unfold-
ing miracle. Fortunately, love is
more powerful than hate.

cont from pg 1

All four gospel writers tell
at least one story about Jesus
providing an abundance of food
to feed a hungry crowd when
there wasn’t enough available
to feed themselves. It's the flavor
of a story passed down through
generations about family cooks
able to feed the neighborhood
despite meager resources. The
stories tell about the legendary
generosity, skills, and loving
spirit of beloved ancestors.

The gospel stories, likewise,
tell us a lot about the nature of
God. In His response to human

needs, God illustrates divine love.

While, at the same time, offering
an economics lesson.

As with other stories found
in scripture, we're invited to join
as one of the characters and to
see ourselves juxtaposition the
grace God offers. We're invited
not to feel shame or rejection,
however. We're invited to
imagine a kingdom like none
other. God’s plan is for the future
rather than a plan to take us
back to the past. We're invited
to imagine heaven on earth.
Most of all, we're invited to
know that love is more powerful
than hate.

page 13

In John's telling, after
Jesus noticed a large crowd was
following, Jesus asked His
disciples where they might buy
enough food for everyone to
eat. One of the disciples, Philip,
said it would cost a lot just to
offer a little to each person.
Philip’s brother, Andrew, found
a small boy with five loaves of
bread and two fish. Not even
enough for the disciples’
supper.

[50 they gathered them all \
and filled twelve baskets
with the pieces left over
from the five barley loaves
which the people had eaten.

- J

Matthew, Mark and Luke
tell us the disciples suggested
Jesus send the crowds away to
fend for themselves. In their
versions, Jesus tells His
disciples to feed the people.
Like John, Mark tells us the
cost of food came up. In all
cases, their starting point was
five loaves and two fish to feed
a crowd of more than five
thousand. Not nearly enough
for everyone to eat.

John 6:1-15

Page 15



Grace (Miracle of belief) ... cont from pg 2

The group arrives at a village
called Sychar. Jesus sits by a well
while the others go to find food.
And this is where the miracle
begins.

While Jesus is sitting there, a
Samaritan woman comes to the
well to draw water. But it's the
middle of the day. At that time,
women took care of fetching wa-
ter but did so in the morning
when it was cooler and to have
water on hand for the day.

A lot has been written specu-
lating on why this woman went
to the well when no one else
was there. The well was like a
barbershop or hair styling salon.
It was also a social setting where
news was passed, ideas were
shared, and a community was
built.

She certainly wasn’ t expect-
ing a Jewish man to be sitting by
the well. But there He was.

The woman was stunned
when Jesus asked the woman for
a drink of water. A man speaking
to a strange woman wasn't right.
A Jewish man speaking to a
Samaritan woman was over the
top. But He did.

None of this is miraculous.
But listen to what happens next.
The two strangers engage in a
brief exchange of meaning-
packed words that illustrate their
separation. They are divided by
gender, culture, religious belief,
and national alliance.

And then a miracle happens.
They find common ground when
the woman recognizes who
asked her for water. The woman
receives the divine gift of living
water. Not because of anything
she did or did not do.

Jesus obviously receives a
pass on what qualifies as a
miracle. But how does this story
represent a miracle?

The gospel writers share an-
other story about a wealthy man
who asks how a person gets into
heaven. Afterwards, when Jesus
is asked how it is possible for
anyone to meet the standard,

He replies, “Everything is possible
for God.”

Jesus is asked the question
after he gave an observation that
was easier for a camel to pass
through the eye of the needle
than for a well-off person to get
into heaven. This makes the idea
impossible to our contemporary
ears.

If you only knew what God
gives and who it is that is ask-
ing you for a drink; you would
ask him; and he would give
you life-giving water.

John 4:5-30

However, Jesus was likely
referring to a very narrow gate
somewhere in Jerusalem. Camels
pass through only after all of the
load they are carrying is removed.

Page 14

We are all burdened down with
baggage that keeps us on this
side of the gate.

Fortunately, miracles
happen every day, even if they
are not officially canonized.

You can join us each
Sunday in person or online by
clicking the button on our
website's homepage—

Click here to watch. This button
takes you to our

YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on
our website

at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You
can request this publication by
email. Send a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com or
let us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
the tab Connect - choose
Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series are inspired by
Andy Andrews. Just Jones:
Sometimes a Thing Is Impossi-
ble . .. Until It Is Actually Done.
Nashville: W Publishing Group,
2020.


http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/

Abundance (Enough for all) ...

But everyone enjoyed a
bounty of abundance, leaving
more after supper than they had
in the beginning. It was indeed
a miracle of abundance and a
divine mystery regarding where
the extra fish and bread came
from.

Throughout human history,
scarcity has created conflict
over who eats and who remains
hungry. At times, wars broke
out over water access. More
often, battles were fought
over who owned the land.

In our next series, Life,
we're reminded that none of us
own the land or its resources.
Like the feeding of five thousand
or so by Jesus, we're guests
who show up hungry for both
food and purpose. And God
tells us to provide from the
abundance provided.

Jones tells Ollie, *“What’ s
possible is often determined by
what you believe. On the other
hand, what is impossible can
always be determined by what
you believe. Most times you
won’ t see it until you manage
to believe it.”

cont from pg 13 Page 15

You can join us each Sunday
in person or online by clicking the
button on our website's homep-
age -Click here to watch. This
button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on our
website at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You can
request this publication by email.
Send a request to
FlintAsburyUMC@agmail.com or let
us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under the
tab Connect - choose Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series are inspired by
Andy Andrews. Just Jones:
Sometimes a Thing Is Impossi-
ble ... Until It Is Actually
Done. Nashville: W Publishing
Group, 2020.


http://www.FlintAsburyChurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org
https://www.flintasburyChurch.org/connect/newsletters/

CHECK THIS OUT !!!! Kroger Community Rewards .. pagel6

The Kroger

Community Rewards
Program is designed to be
the easiest fund-raising
program in town! Simply
swipe your Plus Card and
earn rewards!

community
rewards

-

Where shopping and giving
come together and you can help!

Learn more at

KrogerCommunityRewards.com
Or, call Kroger Customer Communications at

1-800-KROGERS, (576-4377)
OPTION #3

Add the South Flint
Soup Kitchen to your

Kroger Rewards Card
and Help Feed Flint

Eligible Organizations

Kroger Community Rewards is open to
organizations that are tax exempt
under 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Participants include
school groups,

churches and synagogues, youth
sports, food banks, animal support
groups and many others. Kroger does
not make donations to individuals.

Get your favorite local organization

enrolled

today! Enrollment applications can be
downloaded at Kroger.com

We’re giving
%2 million

to local area non profits

Use your Kroger Plus Card
and earn rewards for your
favorite organization.

Where shopping and giving

come together and you can help!




“EMPOWERING THE FUTURE—ASBURY CDC” e

Help Asbury CDC enrich the lives of youth by
donating to help get Tablets for them to
qttended classes for job training. We're

looking to get 5 Tablets for training for

—summer jobs




"HALLOUWEEN TRUNK-R-TREAT LOCATIONS - COMING SOON™  page1s

WE WILL BE HAVING TWO HALLOWEEN
TRUNK-R-TREATS ..

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE CANDY FOR
THESE EVENTS, FEEL FREE TO BRING THEM TO

THE CHURCH OFFICE, AT LEAST ONE WEEK
BEFORE, MONDAY-FRIDAY,

OR YOU CAN CALL US AT 235-0016,
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Walking Tacos will be $4.00 and Nachos will be $6.00
they will come in beef or turkey condiments are included.

4506 FENTON RD FLINT, MICHIGAN 48507

For more information or lo place orders please contact me at 810-347-6633.
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UNITY OF FLINT 2"° ANNUAL TRUNK OR TREAT

EVENT

WHERE: 4506 FENTON RD FLINT, MICHIGAN
48507

WHEN: OCTOBER 26™ 2024

TIME: 4 PM -6 PM

THE EVENT IS LOCATED IN THE PARKING LOT!

PARKING WILL BE AVAILABLE ON ADJACENT
STREETS AND IN THE PARKING LOT NEXT TO THE

CHURCH.
THIS IS A FREE PUBLIC EVENT!
CONTACT: REV. BRIAN DRAFTON GRIFFIN

10-884-1518 FOR MORE INFORMATION




