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Irrational Optimism (Love & Courage)
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But did | make the best
| decision? On my more
optimistic days, | will
answer yes, despite a loud
voice demanding attention,

screaming, “Are you sure?”
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Irrational (Love & Courage)

As we come to the end of
our first series in 2024, it’ s
taking a lot of energy for me to
remain optimistic about the
future of our country. I’ m grate-
ful for the attention to detail and
thoughtful reflection offered by
David Leonhardt in his book
Ours was the Shining Future:
The Story of the American
Dream. | have used content and
quotes liberally from his book
over the past five weeks and
learned a great deal about the
forces that shaped our current
political landscape.

I” m also grateful for our
author’ s optimism, even as
he writes, “American democracy
today seems more vulnerable
than many people imagined it
ever could.” So is optimism, at
this point, irrational?

Michael Fishbein, in an
article titled “lrrational
Optimism: The Entrepreneur’ s
Blessing and Curse” describes
optimism bias as a “cognitive
bias that causes a person to
believe that they are less at risk
of experiencing a negative
event.”

cont. from pg 1

Fishbein was writing about
the risks involved in starting a
business while facing the reality
that almost three-quarters of
new businesses no longer exist
after five years. This dismal track
record for new business starts
suggests that at least some
entrepreneurs suffer from
irrational optimism.

In his article, Fishbein
emphasizes informed optimism.
Remain optimistic but realistic
about the challenges and risk.
Risking failure requires courage.

But when it comes to restor-
ing the factors that make the
American dream possible,
Leonhardt argues that irrational
optimism is not our fundamental
problem. Instead, our progress is
hampered by cynicism and
negativity. An attitude echoed by
presidential candidates when
trying to convince us they can
implement change for the good.

Pessimism seems rational
since the problems we face are
overwhelming. And we clearly
don’t agree on the best path
forward nor which candidates for
political office are more likely to
get us there.
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| have been moved by the
kind words shared by friends
and the admirers of the recently
deceased country singer Toby
Keith. In a New York Times
article, Bill Friskics-Warren writes
“Mr. Keith was often a lightning
rod for controversy, especially
where politics were concerned.”

“I don’ t apologize for being
patriotic,” Keith replied in a
2007 interview with Newsday.
This came after releasing his
controversial song, “Courtesy
of the Red, White and Blue
(The Angry American),” which
he wrote in response to both
the 9/11 attacks and the death
of his father, a disabled veteran.
For years, he described himself
as a conservative Democrat, but
later said he re-registered as an
independent.

In one song titled “If | Was
Jesus,” Toby Keith sings “If | was
Jesus, I’ d have some friends that
were poor. |’ d run around with
the wrong crowd. Man, I’ d never
be bored. Then |’ d heal me a
blind man, get myself crucified
by politicians and preachers who
got something to hide.”
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IN OUR PRAYERS FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES WHO ARE

Kevin Croom Jonathon Misner HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE
Sylvia Pittman Terrance Williams Dean Lamoreaux
Kim S5ims

Normg Buzzard Nancy Elston

COMING UP THIS WEEK
PLEASE JOIN US EACH SUNDAY

FOR OUR SERVICE AT 10:30AM. FEBRUARY 12 -18
AND OUR SPECIAL SERVICES

COMING UP WITH OTHER FLINT
AREA UNITED METHODIST

CHURCHES. Feb12 Mon 2:00pm  Staff Meeting

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH -
Feb13  Tue 10:003m Food Distribution
REV. NAYLO HOPKINS,

PASTOR OF BETHEL UMC
SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH - (in the Asbury Conference Room)

12:30pm  Zone Mission Meeting

REV. KIMBERLY METZER,
PASTOR OF OPEN DOOR UMC

THESE PREACHERS WILL BE OUR Fob 15  Thy

GUEST FOR THESE SUNDAYS, SO
JOIN US! Feb 16 Fri

o Feb17  Sat

Feb14  Wed Ash Wednesday

Feb18  Sun 10:30am New Beginnings
Contemporary Worship

** PLEASE KEEP SYLVIA PITTMAN
AND KIM SIMS IN YOUR
PRAYERS AS THEY BOTH (We are live on Facebook and our newly launched

RECOVER FROM SURGER- X YouTube channel. You can find these links along with more
IES ... Q@

information about us on our website at FlintAsbury.orq.)



https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org
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Upcoming Worship Series
“Revelations”

Welcome to our long-awaited series, Revelations. While
I've occasionally referred to scripture from this mysterious
book this is the first time we're dedicating multiple weeks to
cover the entire book. Ready?

First, Revelations may be one of the most theologically
abused books in the Bible. It's used to justify a myriad of
questionable opinions and prejudices. Revelations lends
itself to a variety of interpretations due to its layers of
symbolism, metaphors and meaning. However, it is part of
our bible and, as such, consistent with the God of Salvation
found throughout the scripture.
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gospels? What does
it mean to tell us
about Jesus, our
world, and the
future of all things?
As End Times con-

Amazon’s website de-
scribes his book this way:

L= Our com-
[+ panion book
A # for our new

/ / worship series

The book of Reve-
lation—which deals
on a cosmic scale

titled Upside-Down
Apocalypse:grounding revelation in
the gospel of peace.

Asbury Staff

Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel Pastor
Kevin Croom Fxecutive Director/ CDC
Connie Portillo
Kim Sims

Sylvia Pittman Empowerment Arts

Jim Craig Board & Leadership Chair
Mike Sampson

Office Secretary

Finance Director

Farms Managey
Terrance Williams Arts Center Mgr
St Prog Mgr Local Foods

South Flint Soup Kitchen

trated readers since
it was written. How
do we make sense
of John’s prophetic
vision of cosmic
war in light the
nonviolence Jesus
embodies in the

Leadership in Worship & Service

Tom] & Mirium Welcome Team
ancli Worship Leader
Anthony & Jim Ushers
Jonathon &Terrance  Production Team
Yasheah & Mirium Nurserg

Chyristine & Norma Cafe

is Jeremy with good and evil, spiracy theories
Duncan’s politics and empire, surge, it’ s more
review of the community and important than ever
B G‘owbm%‘ % ¥ Book of eternity—has in- that we read the
e 008 . | Revelations, trigued and frus- final book of the

Bible without
distorting the true
message of Jesus.

In Upside-Down
Apocalypse, author
Jeremy Duncan
draws on biblical
scholarship and
nonviolent theology
to guide readers
through the book of
Revelation, under-
standing the vision
of John in the light

Page 11



Volume 4 Issue 11 Page 5

Upcoming Worship Series — “Revelations”  .cont frompg 4

And this is the main point of our series. Our plan is to review Revelations through the lens
of the Gospels. After all, it is the same Jesus in all situations. The same Lord and Savior. The
same God.

We are doing this series in cooperation with other Flint area UM churches. Two of our
Sundays will feature guest preachers. The Reverend Naylo Hopkins, Pastor of Bethel UMC will
be at Asbury on February 25. The Reverend Kimberly Metzer, Pastor of Open Door UMC will
be with us on March 10.

We have both a companion book and an outline of Revelations to follow. Our guest
speakers will follow the outline of scripture, but the companion book is unique to our journey

(see Book Club article).

Here is the outline for covering Revelations with chapters from our companion book:

Scripture Upside-Down Apocalypse
Feb 18 Revelation 1:9-18 Chapters Forward - 2
Feb 25 Revelation 6:1-8 Chapter 3
Mar 3 Revelation 7:9-17 Chapters 4-5
Mar 10 Revelation 16:13-17 Chapter 6
Mar 17 Revelation 21:1-5 Chapters 7-8
Mar 24 Revelation 5:1-10 Chapters 9 -10
Mar 31 John 20:1-18 Chapter 11

| pray that you will join us each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. We share our weekly episodes
on our YouTube channel We go live at 10:30 am. You can find these links along with more
information about us, or join our live broadcast on our website at FlintAsbury.org.

Pastor Tommy

Jeremy Duncan. Upside-Down Apocalypse:grounding revelation in the gospel of peace.
Harrisonburg, VA: Herald Press, 2022.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org
http://FlintAsbury.org




“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS & MORE:

The Proverbs can teach you how to live intelligently and how to be honest, just,
and fair.
Proverbs 1:1-6, 20-25

NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS:

1. Read Proverbs 1:1-6, 20-25. What does being wise look like to you? In what ways do
you live wisely? Are there ways where you aren’t so wise?

2. Read this week’s articles titled lrrational optimism. Are you usually optimistic about
the future? If so, what is some of the justification for your optimism? If not, give exam-
ples of what justifies your pessimism? Who are some of the wise people? What makes
them wise? Why does proverbs point to honest, just and fair as wise?

3. How can the members of your group help you this week and on-going to help you to
be more receptive to hearing and understanding the Word of God? Pray for each other
to have the Holy Spirit bless you with more courage.
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Sonth Flint Soup Kitchen

BPOTTLED WATER DRIVE

All Year Lowng

Our clients weed bottled water for cooking,
going with sack lunches, to bathe and brush
their +eeth with, and WMORE!

Dovations are accepted Monday-Friday
11:00am-12Noov at South Flint Soup Kitchen,
2410 Fenton Rd (B blocks vorth of AthertonRd)
Flint M 42507

Any guestions, please call 230-3242F or 235-0016 or

Email us at southflintsoupkitchenddawmail.com

To donate: www.mightycaunse.com/feedflint



mailto:southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com
http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARM — "HOW YOU CAN DONATE” Page 10

Show Your Support
For Your Local Farm

We need your help to purchase fencing to keep
our furry friends from eating up all our crops and
not sharing with us.

e (can
Donate

e Text “FARMCDC”
e t0 53-555
e Scan QR Code

More Information :

™ (810) 235-0016
funding@flintasbury.org
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of the Jesus we know through the Gospels—the full revelation of the Divine.
Along the way, readers will discover what the writer imagines as he weaves
this profound revelation of non-violent triumph and see with fresh eyes
how the Prince of Peace turns violence on its head once and for all.

We have a limited number of copies Jeremy Duncan’ s book. But copies are available through
most book retailers and libraries.

Here is the schedule of chapters for our Revelations Series:

Feb 18 Chapters Forward - 2
Feb 25 Chapter 3

Mar 3 Chapters 4-5

Mar 10 Chapter 6

Mar 17 Chapters 7-8

Mar 24 Chapters 9 -10

Mar 31 Chapter 11

Our Book Club does not meet as a group. However, our weekly messages reference that
weeks chapters. You can anticipate spoiler alerts unless you keep up with the pace. You can
purchase your own copy or visit your local library.

You can contact our office with questions, by phone or simply type your question or enter
a prayer request on our website's homepage — FlintAsburyChurch.org.

Pastor Tommy

Jeremy Duncan. Upside-Down Apocalypse:grounding revelation in the gospel of peace. Harrisonburg,
VA: Herald Press, 2022.


http://FlintAsburyChurch.org

WAYS TO GIVE TO SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN ** ggg 12

Cash or checks can be sent to/dropped off at South Flint Soup
Kitchen, 3410 Fenton Road, Flint, MI 48507. Please make
checks out to South Flint Soup Kitchen!

Online at www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Give time! We need volunteers!!! Volunteers arrive at 9:30am
and are done by 12:30pm. Tasks include handing out lunches,
assisting in the Angel Closet, light cleaning, putting together
items to pass out to clients, and more.

Refer people!!

Questions??? Call 810-239-3427

or email southflintsoupkitchen@gmail.com


http://www.mightycause.com/feedflint

Strangers (Walls and Bridges)

With each stop, a line formed
by the time | finished pumping my
gas.

The U.S. was coming down
from an economic high that
began after the Great Depression.
And although | was driving a
Mustang 2 with a stick, larger
cars were still the norm. Princeton
University historian Meg Jacobs
summarizes the era this way.
“Everybody was completely
dependent and in love with their
cars as a symbol of American
triumph and freedom.”

An “energy crisis” coming on
with no warning created a shock-
wave. The U.S. appetite for energy
was huge and growing, creating
a dependence on oil imported
from the Middle East, in
particular.

According to David Leon-
hardt, the energy crisis completed
a perfect storm of pressures that
unleashed businesses from the
cross-checks that allowed most
Americans to flourish.

The stage was set for Ronald
Regan to win the presidency
equipped with policies based on
supply-side economics. His
campaign platform emphasized
lower taxes, deregulation, and
free-market capitalism.

.. cont from pg 1

Although Regan never used
the phrase “trickle down,” his
speeches resonated with blue-
collar workers and families hurt
by increasing tax rates on in-
comes unable to keep up with
rising costs.

The ideas are simple. Take
away governmental controls, re-
ducing cost and allowing U.S.
companies to reap higher profits.
Their success benefits everyone.
Business leaders easily adopted a
philosophy that higher incomes
for themselves was good for
America.

Another complicating factor
contributed to the challenges fac-
ing most Americans. Immigration,
during the boom years for Ameri-
can families, remained in the
background. Immigration laws
favored immigrants from Great
Britain, Germany, and Ireland.
Countries where their citizens
were mostly not interested in
leaving home.

Since immigrants from Mexico
and other Latin American coun-
tries were not limited, corporate
farms benefited from lower-cost
labor without complication. Freer
movement of people between
borders benefited businesses by
keeping labor rates down.
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The idea of the U.S. being a
melting pot of people from
different cultures and national
origin was only a footnote.
With the help of a successful
book by Senator John
F. Kennedy, called
A Nation of Immigrants, the
notion became mainstream.
Historian James Truslow Adams
is credited with creating the
phrase “American dream,” in
telling the success story of an
immigrant from Russia, Mary
Antin, who later would end her
memoir with “Mine is the
shining future.”

President Johnson signed
a new bill into law eliminating
immigrant quotas by country
and prioritizing family members
of people who were already in
the country and workers with
high-level professional skills.

No one supporting the new
immigration policies anticipated
the impact the bill would have
on the number of persons
coming to the U.S. The bill did
not count family members as
part of the annual limits on
new applicants, and the
majority of immigrants looked
for blue-collar jobs. In 1965,
less than 5% of U.S. citizens
were foreign born. Today, that
number exceeds 14%.

Page 14



Strangers (Walls and Bridges)

Leonhardt reminds us of some
of the prominent names whose
parents came to the U.S. shortly
before 1965: Barack Obama,
Kamala Harris, Marco Rubio and
Ted Cruz. Just to name a few.
“Immigrants are not a random
subset of the population,” writes
Leonhardt. “People who are
willing to uproot their lives for
better opportunities have more
ambition and grit than an average
person, and these qualities help
them succeed.”

Research shows that our
personal view of immigration may
have more to do with our social
location than with our political
or cultural affiliations.

American psychologist
Jonathan Haidt and his colleagues
made this discovery through a
research instrument known as the
Moral Foundations Questionnaire.
Their research found that
educated professionals are more
likely to prioritize care for
vulnerable persons and fairness.

But while people from the
working-class share these same
values, they’ re more likely to
prioritize respect for authority,
appreciation of tradition, and
loyalty to family and community.
Values that mean less to
professionals.

.. cont from pg 14

These priorities help explain
why working-class households
are more likely to give a greater
percentage of their income to
charity, particularly churches, than
upper-income households.

Leonhardt argues that immi-
gration policy represents a distil-
lation of the tensions between
these two worldviews. From one
view, the government needs to
limit immigration and prioritize its
own citizens. On the other hand,
national loyalties can be blinding.
Immigration increases the global
standard of living by allowing
more people to share in our
country’ s prosperity.

The Lord protects the
strangers who live in our
land.

Psalm 146

Regardless of your own view
of these tradeoffs, we’ re all part
of God’ s created world. And God
loves us all without bias. Psalm
146 reminds us that the Lord
protects the strangers who live in
our land. Whether they’ re a sur-
geon, farmhand, or in line at the
soup kitchen.

And so should we.
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You can join us each
Sunday in person or online by
clicking the button on our
website’s homepage—

Click here to watch. This button
takes you to our

YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on

our website
at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You
can request this publication by
email. Send a request to
connect@FlintAsbury.org or let
us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
the tab, Connect - choose
Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series was inspired
by David Leonhardt. Ours was
the Shining Future: The Story of
the American Dream. New York:
Penguin Random House, 2023.
Reis Thebault. “Long lines, high
prices and fisticuffs: The 1970s
gas shortages fueled bedlam in
America.” © Washington Post,
May 13, 2021. Retrieved from:
link


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ/live
http://youtube.com/@flintasbury6620/streams
http://FlintAsburyChurch.org
mailto:connect@FlintAsbury.org
https://www.flintasbury.org
https://www.flintasbury.org/connect/newsletters/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/05/13/gas-shortages-1970s/

Irrational Optimism (Love & Courage)

Perhaps he is on to some-
thing. There is a certain wisdom
in modeling our lives after Jesus,
who portrayed a realistic
optimism grounded in His
knowledge of a certain future
despite the circumstances
surrounding him.

One of the primary character-
istics attributed to God is wisdom.
The Book of Proverbs positions
itself as a book dedicated to
teaching wisdom. The book prom-
ises to teach you how to live
intelligently and how to be
honest, just, and fair.

Right now, we’ re short on
wisdom. Honesty, justice and
fairness are not fair descriptions
of our country. The American
Dream was hijacked by well-
meaning, but ill-informed voters,
wooed by self-serving political
leaders.

Our lack of investment in
education and transportation
explains, in part, why the cost of
income support and healthcare
continue to rise as a percent of
our economy. Our healthcare
system is the most expensive and
least effective among prosperous
nations. We lag most other
nations in the education of per-
sons under 50 and the efficiency
of our transportation systems.

.. cont from pg 2

Meanwhile, the gap between
the wealthiest Americans and the
rest of us widens. Our solution
won’ t be found in electing
politicians lacking in wisdom and
disinterested in honesty, fairness
and justice for all.

But I” m optimistic, even if my
optimism is irrational.

The Proverbs can teach you
how to live intelligently and
how to be honest, just, and
fair.

Proverbs 1:3

Joy-Ann Reid offered tremen-
dous insight into what it will take
for our optimism to prove ration-
al. In an interview with Stephen
Colbert, she said, “Small acts of
courage can save our democracy,
but to have courage you have to
love something... To really have
courage you have to access that
love.”

But my optimism is not
irrational. We’ re created in the
image of a God who loves us and
all of creation. And my optimism
is grounded in my faith that love
will overcome lies, name-calling
and dishonest politicians.
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You can join us each Sun-
day in person or online by click-
ing the button on our website's
homepage - Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on
our website

at FlintAsburyChurch.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You
can request this publication by
email. Send a request to

connect@FlintAsbury.org or let

us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
the tab, Connect - choose
Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Parts of our series was inspired
by David Leonhardt. Ours was
the Shining Future: The Story of
the American Dream. New York:
Penguin Random House, 2023.
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BUYING

HOMEMADE SALSA .... HOMEMADE SALSA??!!

WOULD YOU AT LEAST LIKE TO TRY IT??

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL THE ASBURY CHURCH
OFFICE 810-235-0016

PRICES ARE: 12 0z. $4.99
24 0z $8.99

THE GREEN SALSA WILL BE MILD.
THE RED SALSA WILL BE HOT.



