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Mud Pottery (Why? Januarny 15, 2023
' & 5% feet, your boots are a lot heavi-
" EVERYONE
Some clay is heavier and nearly HAVE A
impossible to shovel. This is
WONDERFUL

clay with a denser consistency.
All clay can be molded into AND SAFE
beautiful art by a potter.

WEEK!

According to scripture, we
are made from mud. We are a
combination of water and clay.
We are made from a substance

Anyone who has ever walked on mud
consisting of wet clay knows that clay sticks
to your boots and is challenging to remove.
The higher the clay content of the soil, the

Page 6
sticker the mess. By the time you walk a few
The Force (What is belief?) Jnside this issue:
George Lucas, the creator  Iud Pottery 1
of the Star Wars franchise, The Force 1

stated that the force "evolved  In Our Prayers/Coming up this Week 3
out of various developments
of character and plot." Lucas
claims his goal was to create

Upcoming Worship Series 4

Pastor’s Book Club

a concept familiar to several Leadership in Worship & Service 4
religions based on the prem-  Upcoming Worship Series 5
ise that God exists. Mud Pottery 6
Life Group Questions & Notes 7
The force succeeded as a )
imitive desi Feed Flint 8
Luke Skywalker had to learn to harness the common primitive desire to Feed Flint

power of the force to become a Jedi Knight. access a power greater than SESK Jannary Dates o

The force was a mysterious, omnipresent spirit the challenges we face. The ‘
that connected Luke to the collective power of force itself had no moral com- Asbury Veggies Boces n
the galaxy. Unfortunately, the force could be pass. Instead, it was raw Pastor Book Club 12
harnessed for both good and evil. Page 2 The Force -
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The Force (What is belief?)

energy that exists because we
exist. Not surprisingly, however,
only a small number of charac-
ters can tap into the power of
the force whose characters
evolve into superheroes and
villains.

Ironically, in return, the force
directed the actions of those
granted supernatural power,
implying that the force had a will
of its own. However, what's
behind the will of the force
remains a mystery.

Meanwhile, outside cinema
fantasy, we catch a glimpse of
power similar to the force.

For example, an attacker us-
ing a large knife injured three
police officers on New Year's
Eve. This attack caught my atten-
tion and started my exploration
down memory lane of the force.
Law enforcement's investigation
uncovered that the attacker tar-
geted police officers in response
to influences motivated by a
radical religious group.

My mind constructed a con-
nection between using religious
beliefs to motivate harm toward
others and the concept of the
force. This helped me rationalize
how religious leaders conclude
that God empowers them to
perpetrate violence against
others.

In this case, I'm not referring
to a domesticated version of the

...cont from page 1

force coming out of the creative
genius of George Lucas. However,
the results of individuals as-
sessing this force are projected in
spectacular scenes for our viewing
pleasure. Instead, this force is
more powerful and deadly. And it
has been used for centuries by
humans to manipulate others to
commit acts offensive to God.

Admittedly, I'm not bothered
by the language of the force de-
picted in Star Wars, even in a reli-
gious context. After all, there are a
few similarities between the force
in Star Wars, the real world, and
the Holy Spirit of God. In all of
these cases, we're made aware of
the connectedness between us. |
see this as a starting point that is
healthier than isolationism.

Lately, I've been thinking a lot
about our role as Christians and
my role as a religious leader in
public discourse about violence. |
admire the clergy who lead pro-
tests that speak out against sys-
tems that perpetuate violence. The
violence of racism is particularly
deadly and harms both the privi-
leged and the victims.

But what is going on in the
churches located in Russia? Are
the religious leaders finding a way
to justify the heinous actions of
the Russian political leaders? Reu-
ters reported that the head of the
Russian Orthodox Church, Patri-
arch Kirill, supported the war
against Ukraine and called for
church leaders and members to

Fage 2

support Putin in the murdering of
innocent civilians. Of course, he
used “church” language that sani-
tized and justified brutality.

Is this utilizing the force for
evil? | can't make any rational con-
nection to God's will. | don't want
to be associated with a church led
by an individual justifying murder,
regardless of their argument.

Similarly, religious leaders
claiming that God condones ter-
rorism seem more connected to
the force of evil than to divine
power.

The force is a human-made
construct that captures the moti-
vations of any seeking to wield
power beyond human ability.
While this may be a starting point
for conversations about belief in
God, the force won't take us very
far into the truth of God.

The Bible has its own depic-
tion of a divine Force with super-
natural power. And tapping into
this Force also begins with the
belief that God exists. But there is
more to it than simply acknowl-
edging God exists.

In the Letter of James, we're
reminded that even demons be-
lieve there is only One God. But
their head knowledge creates fear
within them. Fear rather than hu-
mility and resentment more so
than awe.

Page 13
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FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES WHO ARE
HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE

[h OQur Prayers

Kevin Croom
Sylvia Pittman Nancy Elston Elaine Lamoreaux

Chris Freeman Richard Oram Norm3 Buzzard

COMING UP THIS WEEK

2022 LOCAL CHURCH REPORT TO
JANUARY 16 — JANUARY 22

ANNUAL CONFERENCE IS DUE
SOON ...

This report is due January 30th.
| need the reports in to me by

January 26th so | have enough Jan16 Mon  6:00pm Leadership Team Meeting
time to go over them and email

them to District Office before the Jan17 Tues 10:00am-12:30pm

30th.

Thank you, Connie Food Distribution

*%k*

Jan18 Wed  12Noon  Pastor Book Club

PASTOR BOOK CLUB NEWS Jan19 Thu

Pastor Book Club is still meeting via | [Jan 20  Fri

Zoom, but we are also gathering in
the Asbury Library Conference Room at Jan21 Sat
12Noon every Wednesday, unless Jan22 Sun  10:30am
otherwise noted.
New Beginnings

Please call the Church Office for
more information, as things could
change (810-235-0016).

Contemporary Worship

This month'’s
e book series is called

o “Help My Unbelief
el /’"// nbel/ by Barnabas Piper.
3 ——U 1tis based on his (We are live on Facebook and our newly launched

4 PETSONal journey, YouTube channel. You can find these links along with more

, € What faith really ) ; ) :
SR s oin Us information about us on our website at AlintAsbury.org.)

each Wednesday
at 12Noon.



https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org

Upcoming Worship Series

Book Club News

We completed our series and
discussions on The Wonder of
Christ-
mas. This

; : / series
../,Z 1 My nh 7/ was writ-

; ' : ten and
e, Produced

£-4 by the

b Skit Guys
as an Ad-
vent wor-
ship

REVISED AND EXPANODED

“Monest, self-revealing and Important”

Asbury Staff

Rev. Dr. Tommq McDoniel Pastor & Exec Dir
Connie Portillo Office Manager
Sylvia Pittman Empowerment Arts
Jim Cyaig Board & Leaclership Chair
Kevin Croom Exec Chet & Dir Opers
Mike Sampson Farms Manager
Chris Freeman South Campus Bldg Mgr
[srael Unger Finance Director
Kim Sims Connections Suprv
Terrance Williams Arts Center Mgy
Katelin Maylum Sr Prog Mgr Local Foods

South Flint Soup Kitchen

series, and we adapted their
content for our use.

As we move into 2023, our
first book deals with a subject
familiar to every believer.
Unbelief is often an under-
acknowledged condition of our
hearts. And instead of dealing
with our unbelief, we choose
hypocrisy as an easier road to
travel. In other words, what we
do is different from what we
believe.

In his book, Help My
Unbelief, Barnabas Piper
shares, based on his personal
journey, what faith really

Leadership in Worship & Service

Tonq, Mirium Welcome Team
Anthony, Jim Ushers
J onathon, Terrance Production Team
Mirium Children
Cyndi Worship Leader
Christine & Norma Cafe

Page 4

I” m fascinated by science. Unfortunately, my struggles
with math limited how far | could progress. Nevertheless, |
chose the science of computers as my field of study but
focused on utilizing their power in business. Less math was
required, and the demand was high. The problem for me was
that | enjoyed the company of people more than machines.

Somewhere along the way, | moved further away from
God. It was not the fault of science or technology, and | never
thought of my situation as not believing. | never stopped
believing God created science, scientist, and computer nerds.
Nor did | find evidence in science that the universe came from
somewhere other than God.

Page 5

means. In doing so, he ex-
plains how embracing doubts
and questions can help us to
get to know God better. His
aim is to help us trust God in
our everyday lives, even when

we don't understand every-
thing we may want to know.

This book encourages us
to ask God the hard questions
that stand between us and let
go of our doubts. Leaving us
with the confidence to trust
God, even when some ques-
tions remain. Initially pub-
lished in 2015, his revised
and updated edition includes
biographical stories about
Afshin Ziafat, C.S. Lewis, and
John Piper.

One reviewer writes this:

Page 12
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Upcoming Worship Series  ...cont from pg 4

Instead, it was a matter of shifting priorities. God became less important than my ambitions.
| tried to keep this shift a secret while not realizing that it’ s obvious when this happens. And
God knows long before we realize it ourselves.

Scripture is full of stories about this happening to people. The results are never good. Howev-
er, God does not give up on anyone. Some of us are slow learners, and it takes a lifetime to figure
it out. Sadly, too many never do and miss out on the joy that accompanies trusting God with every-
thing.

Our new series is based on a book by Barnabas Piper titled Help My Unbelief: In his book, he
shares his personal journey with doubt and unbelief. And you and | gain insight into what faith
really means.

The book title comes from a story found in the Gospel of Mark. A man brings his son, hoping
to find a cure for his son’ s convulsions. When Jesus confronts the man about whether he genuinely
believed that his son could be healed, the man asks Jesus, “| do believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark
9:14-29).

It turns out that embracing doubts and questions can help us to get to know God better. So
our hope for this series is that each of us will come to trust God in our everyday lives. Even when
we don’ t understand everything we may want to know.

Fortunately, God never gives up on us. N. D. Wilson writes in his forward for the book that
“When we cannot see, we are still seen.” Jesus searches for the lost in the same way a Shepherd
never gives up until a lost sheep is found.

We kick off 2023 with a dive into a struggle that is common to all believers, doubt. Few of us
call our condition unbelief. But our unwillingness to be honest with ourselves does not change
reality. Until and unless we fully trust God with every aspect of our lives, unbelief has a grip on us.

| pray that you will join us each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. We share our weekly episodes on
our YouTube channel. We go live at 10:30 am. You can find these links along with more infor-
mation about us, or join our live broadcast on our website at FlintAsbury.org.

Pastor Tommy

Barnabas Piper. Help My Unbelief: Why doubt is not the enemy of faith. © Barnabas Piper, 2020.
Charlotte : The Good Book Company.
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Mud Pottery (Why?)

that sticks to the farmer's boot like
manure in the barnyard. Clay is ob-
stinate and challenging. And water
doesn't easily pass through dense
clay.

Yep, this description nails it,
but doesn't sound much like "Jesus
loves me!" does it?

Speaking through the Prophet
Jeremiah, God offers pottery as a
metaphor but doesn't offer much
clarification. "Go to the potter's
house," God instructs Jeremiah.
And while observing the potter
along with Jeremiah, we gain in-
sight into God's way of seeing cre-
ation.

Like the potter, God shapes
mud into art. Like mud, We are
shaped through life circumstances,
mainly due to choices made by
persons we've never met and can't
hold accountable.

Scripture is clear. It works this
way on purpose. While we're each
made from mud, we're all mixtures
of different types and shades of
mud. God throws a lump onto the
wheel that begins the creative pro-
cess. Some of us are porous, while
others are less so. Some of us
come from primary sources where
stone was crushed into clay. Others
are made from clay that traveled
downstream, picking up impurities
along the way.

.... cont. from pg 1

Potters often mix clays with
different characteristics, result-
ing in a more durable and beau-
tiful piece of art. For example,
adding clay with more plasticity
improves a very dense clay that
withstands high temperatures
and finishes harder and strong-
er.

The Lord said go to the
potter’'s house...whenever a
piece of pottery turned out
imperfect, he would take
the clay and make it into
something else.

Jeremiah 18:1-8

And, as a potter, God knows
that we each tolerate different
levels of hardening and heat.
Likewise, some of us are easily
molded and shaped, while oth-
ers are stubborn and resist
shaping. Nevertheless, we each
become what the Potter choos-
es us to be, whether by inter-
vention or through the conse-
quences of choices made by
persons closely connected and
by many we'll never meet.

On the other hand, even
though the story's point in Jere-
miah is subtle, it's powerful. The
miracle is found in the language
describing how the potter reacts
to a misshaped lump of clay.
The potter makes something
else, not rejecting or abandon-
ing the clay, but working with
the raw material to change what
is misshaped into beautiful art.

Page 6

This sounds more like Jesus
loves me but recognizes what I'm
trying to hide.

In the Book of Job, we read a
story that invites us up on stage.
Job's story is our story when
things aren't going so well. Like
Job, we want to know why ca-
lamity happened to us. What did
we do that was so terrible? Why
are we being punished? And
God is often silent?

But what if God decided to
answer us? God enters the final
scene in Job's case, but the an-
swer isn't what Job expected. So,
God has answered already in
scripture.

More importantly, God some-
times answers through our con-
nection with others and often
through a tiny opening in our
souls. Sometimes, despite our
rigidity and stubbornness, God
makes way for life-giving and life
-changing revelation.

| invite you to join us for
worship. And if you have a pray-
er request you can submit your
request online on our website
home page. In addition, prayer
request forms are located around
the church and during water and
food giveaways.

Page 15
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Life Group Questions & Notes:

The Lord said to me, “Go down to the potter's house, where | will give you my
message.” So | went there and saw the potter working at his wheel. Whenever a piece
of pottery turned out imperfect, he would take the clay and make it into something else.
Jeremiah 18:1-12

NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QULESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS

. Read about the potter in Jeremiah 18:1-12. Try to imagine yourself as a lump of clay
and God sitting at the wheel shaping you. What kind of clay are you? Are you obstinate
or pliable? Can you handle a lot of heat or do you crack under pressure? In what ways
is God reshaping you?

Read this week’s article titled Mud pottery. Are you familiar with Job? In what ways do
you identify with Job? What questions do you have for God regarding your situation?
Can you tie together the themes from Jeremiah and Job for yourself? In what ways is
God answering you? Is God silent? Share how you are coping?

How can the members of your group help you this week and on-going to help you to
be more receptive to hearing and understanding the Word of God? Pray for each other
to have the Holy Spirit bless you with more courage.
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“Feed Flint”

Donate to our Feed Flint Campaign by visiting:
flintasbury.org/feed-flint-donate
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ASBURY FARM FRESH
- TRY OUR WEEKLY VEGGIE BOX FOR $10.00 -

SIGN UP FOR A FREE ASBURY FARMS ACCOUNT TODAY

AND

Receive a $15 credit on your account for your first purchase

CREATE YOUR OWN VEGGIE BOX
Select what goes in your box from each week’s harvest. Get $5 off your next order when
you fill your box with $15 of produce.

WANT US TO DECIDE FOR YOU?

Choose Veggie Box Subscription and we will fill your order with a variety of each
week’s harvest. Pay when you pick up your box. A $15 VALUE FOR $10.

* CONVENIENT PICKUP AT ASBURY ORAT THE SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN *




Page 12

Too often our struggles with doubt are hidden, pushed into the back of the cup-
board like a corrosive agent that is too dangerous to touch. With clarity, warmth,
and candor, Barnabas Piper shows us that doubt does not have to be something
that corrodes, but rather in its right place can be something that strengthens faith. -
-Mark Sayers (07/01/2015).

Barnabas Piper is a pastor, author, podcaster, and speaker who lives near Nashville,
Tennessee, with his family. He writes regularly for He Reads Truth and blogs at Barna-
basPiper.com. Rev Piper has authored several books and Bible studies. In addition, he
co-hosts The Happy Rant podcast, a popular show discussing issues of faith and culture in a
light-hearted, humorous manner.

| invite you to join us each Sunday for worship as we explore belief, faith, doubt, and unbelief.
We will dig deeper into these subjects each Wednesday as we read Piper’ s book together.

If you prefer to avoid groups or live too far away, | encourage you to join us via Zoom for our
Wednesday gatherings. Alternatively, you can call in by phone, be heard, and hear what others
say by calling (929) 436-2866 -- enter the meeting ID, 282 039 5568#.

We are a diverse group and are delighted when new people join us. | hope that you will join
in on our discussion.

You can contact our office with questions, by phone or simply type your question on our
website’'s homepage — FlintAsbury.org.

Pastor Tommy

The Wonder of Christmas. An Advent worship series written and produced by © Skit Guys, 2022. Used
with Permission.

Barnabas Piper. Help My Unbelief: Why doubt is not the enemy of faith. © Barnabas Piper, 2020.
Charlotte : The Good Book Company
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The Force (What is belief?)

And there's more. Just like
the proof that the force is
assessable to a Jedi, our belief in
the presence of the Holy Spirit is
also evident. Again, James
weighs in on the evidence when
he writes, "My friends, what
good is it for one of you to say
that you have faith (belief) if
your actions do not prove
it?" (James 2:14).

My friends; what good is it
for one of you to say that
you have faith if your
actions do not prove it?

James 2:14

According to StarlWars.com,
"While the Force can grant users
powerful abilities, it also directs
their actions. And it has a will of
its own, which both scholars and
mystics have spent millennia
seeking to understand."

Throughout history, believers
have written thousands of opin-
ions, articles, sermons, and
books that help explain how and
why the Holy Spirit yields power.
And we're still searching, asking,
and being surprised by God.

...cont from page 2

| invite you to tap into the
Force by bringing your doubts,
questions, and unbelief to God.
Of course, you do this through
study and prayer. But I've found
that the actions of the Spirit really
stir us when we worship. Some-
thing about the music, the mes-
sage, and the people coming to-
gether invite the Holy Spirit into
our lives that nothing else can
accomplish.

| invite you to join us for wor-
ship. And if you have a prayer
request you can submit your
request online on our website
home page. \n addition, prayer
request forms are located around
the church and during water and
food giveaways.

You can join us each Sunday
in person or online by clicking the
button on our website’s homep-
age - Click here to watch. This
button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on our
website at FlintAsbury.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You can
request this publication by email.
Send a request to
connect@FlintAsbury.org or let us
know when you send a message
through our website. We post an
archive of past editions on our
website under the tab, Connect -
choose Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Fage 13

Content for this series is based
in part on: Barnabas Piper.
Help My Unbelief: Why doubt
is not the enemy of faith ©
Barnabas Piper, 2020.
Charlotte : The Good Book
Company.
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The farm's new twist on a
CSA Food Box!!!!

Bring home only the veggies you love!

Want more information??

Email: kelly.jewett@outlook.com

= We were stoked to be kicking off our /iy
| very first Asbury Farms Sliding Scale ¥4

Food Box Program last week! Get the
most local, organic, delicious produce!! Grown on the East Side!

Pick what veggies you want, how much you want and pay what
you can between $12.00 — $24.00.

Every Saturday from 11:00am to 1:00pm
1601 Jane Ave Flint MI

Look for the big banner
that says “SALE” ...

Aseupry Faepms



Mud Pottery (Why'?) ..cont from pg 6

You can join us each Sunday
in person or online by clicking
the button on our website's
homepage - Click here to watch.
This button takes you to our
YouTube channel. You can find
more information about us on
our website at FlintAsbury.org.

A reminder that we publish
this newsletter that we call the
Circuit Rider each week. You can
request this publication by email.
Send a request to
connect@FlintAsbury.org or let
us know when you send a
message through our website.
We post an archive of past
editions on our website under
the tab, Connect - choose
Newsletters.

Pastor Tommy

Content for this series is based in
part on: Barnabas Piper. Help My
Unbelief: Why doubt is not the
enemy of faith © Barnabas Piper,
2020. Charlotte : The Good
Book Company.
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HAPPENINGS AT FLINT ASBURY UMC 7/ « Fage 16

«

FLINT ASBURY WATER BOX IS IN FULL OPERATION

SERVING FRESH WATER — PLEASE JOIN US

ON TUESDAYS FOR & 5 OR 2.5 GALLON OF WATER.

STOP BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 10:00A4M AND 1:00PM

The Water 50
La Caja de Agua

The Water Box provides
aseoky clean and odor-tree
Tty D-b--.-——.

N FLINT ASBURY DELICIOUS AND WHOLESOME MEAL KITS!!!

STAY TUNE ...

WILL POST MORE IN
x .
is‘ z ~

OUR WEEKLY ASBURY

CIRCUIT RIDER!!



8

W
Flr f Sawu'rdays (]

W
*
W'

e ""“Sl|d|ng Sc\a,le
' L8080 pel 3 4I|Js

*Pay what you can

{ o ’J \
- P\ '
' l’y‘ A
) ! [ 1
A\
\
\ 1\

/

|S|c|by 0J lel lel

Loarn: Asbury’S Winterizations
Y.
Lechniques

-,',-

"'1\'\»[51‘[/1?\7“}"]l‘m\‘ QnA'W Eﬁfﬁi‘mnc(_rl(l Horticulturists
\ ( \ e

16071 |'|Il\‘ Ave Kid Stuff

. geling and magic!!
19,004 3,00 Ju.,,,.lm‘, ind magic
Cozy up with-a cup of hot cocoa

Mote Details@ tacebook.com/AsburvFarmsFiint events




