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I don't know about you, 

but the images of planes 

flying into buildings are on 

repeat in my head this 

week. Perhaps the predic-

tion made by George W. 

Bush that these images will 

remain in our heads forever 

came true for me. But, for 

me, disbelief was replaced 

by a recognition that reli-

gion is dangerous, except 

the sadness hasn't gone 

away. And I'm not as sure 

about the unyielding an-

ger he predicted. It's hard 

to stay angry at the intan-

gible. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

begins his book, Not in 

God's Name, with the dec-

laration that "When reli-

gion turns men into mur-

derers, God weeps." The 

Rabbi comes to this con-

clusion from reading the 

book of Genesis. After 

making humankind in 

God's own image, the first 

humans disobeyed God's 

first instructions, and the                     
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first murder took place soon after. It 

wasn't long before God's new world 

was filled with violence, and "God 

regretted" what had become of hu-

mankind (Genesis 6:6). 2 

The history of religion is filled 

with violence. And much of the vio-

lence is done in the name of God. 

Rabbi Sacks argues that religion be-

gan as polytheism, the belief in mul-

tiple gods, as the "vindication of 

power," and religion was used as 

justification for power structures. This 

allowed the few to rule over the 

many by leveraging deeply held 

convictions to safeguard against up-

risings in response to oppressive de-

mands. 

Monotheism, the belief in one 

God, became a "sustained protest" in 

opposition to hierarchies justified by 

claims of divine ordering. The idea of 

one God made a provocative claim 

that all humans are created in God's 

image. And, this claim was valid re-

gardless of heritage, culture, birth 

parents, or any other human-made 

ordering. Moreover, the account of 

Abraham's covenant with God was 

based on concepts that included the 

sacredness of life, righteousness, 

justice, mercy, and compassion. 

Abraham's covenant emerged as 

the origin of Judaism, Islam, and 

Christianity. And remarkably, the 

original ideals captured in our collec-

tive holy scriptures are consistent 

with other religions that claim differ-

ent origins and sources of enlighten-

ment. 

 

 

Yet, violence continues to be 

perpetrated by individuals and 

groups towards others, citing God as 

the divine arbitrator. That is, God 

inspired the very acts that God de-

clared as evil. Could it be that we just 

simply don't understand? 

We find the story of Nicodemus 

in the Gospel of John. Poor Nicode-

mus — the blind guide — the Phari-

see who simply didn't get it. Is the 

point that we don't want to be like 

Nicodemus or that we're all a bit like 

him? Let's compare. 

It's after dark when Nicodemus 

makes his way to where Jesus is stay-

ing. The consensus for the late hour 

is that Nicodemus has a reputation 

to protect and doesn't want anyone 

to see him. This is all speculation 

since the writer doesn't reveal his 

motivations. 

What we do know is their con-

versation begins with flattery. I'm 

guessing it was blatant superficial 

flattery when Nicodemus says, 

"Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher sent by God. No one could 

perform the miracles you are doing 

unless God were with him" (John 

3:2). 

Now we know this to be true, 

but Pharisees sat on the other side 

of the aisle on most issues when it 

came to the reputation of Jesus. If 

Nicodemus really believed what he 

was saying to Jesus, why wouldn't he 

show up earlier in the day? Remem-

ber that almost everything found in 

John's gospel is symbolic, and things 

said and done in the dark are suspi-

cious unless they come from Jesus. 

Jesus doesn't bite on the flat-

tery. Instead, He ceases a teaching 

moment and reminds Nicodemus 

that he can't know whether what he 

says is true or not. Unless Nicode-

mus is first born again. 

Re-birth is taken for granted by 

most of the Christians I meet. It's 

often a status that comes along with 

a willingness to join a church. Some-

times re-birth is associated with bap-

tism or some form of a catechism. 

Others apply a qualification of the 

obvious presence of the Holy Spirit 

with varying ideas about how to test 

their assessment. 

Nicodemus is more honest. He 

asks the question that we don't ask 

but hope to listen in on the answer. 

"How can a grown person be born 

again when it's impossible to reenter 

their mother's womb?"  

So Nicodemus asks an obvious 

question — he is the Pharisee ver-

sion of Peter. The Peter who asked 

questions the rest of us wonder 

about but don’t ask. 

But the answer is confusing — 

or at least nebulous. So first, Jesus 

explains how a person is re-born of 

spirit, which doesn't help much. And 

then Jesus reminds us that God's 

Spirit is like the wind. We don't know 

where it comes from or when or in 

which direction it may blow.  

I don't mean that the weather 

forecast that predicts wins out of the 

South at 20 miles-per-hour isn't a 

good indication of whether you burn 

leaves. Instead, at any given mo-

ment, we don't know if a puff of 

wind may blow our leaf pile. Similar-

ly, we don't decide the if and when 

of God's Spirit. 
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FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES  WHO ARE  

HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE 
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Sept 27       Mon    6:00pm     Worship Team Meeting                  

Sept 28       Tues    10;00am-12:30pm 

                               Food/Water Distribution 

                                3:00pm      CDC Board Meeting 
                                 

Sept 29       Wed    12Noon        Pastor Book Club  

                               11:00am-12Noon    Food Giveaway at 

                               South Flint Soup Kitchen 
                               

Sept 30       Thu   

Oct 1           Fri     

Oct 2          Sat       12Noon       Food Not Bombs   
        

Oct 3          Sun     10:30am    

                               New Beginnings    

                               Contemporary Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

(We are live on Facebook and our newly launched              

YouTube channel. You can find these links along with 

more information about us on our website 

at FlintAsbury.org.) 

  Coming up this week  
PASTOR BOOK CLUB NEWS: 
 

      Pastor Book Club is still meeting 
via Zoom. Please call the Church  
Office for more info 810-235-0016 
as it changes. 
 

Meanwhile, as a lot of you are  
already aware, sharp increases in 
new infections of COVID are push-
ing us back into isolation. While 
our regular attenders are vaccinat-
ed, we realize that a large number 
of persons are not vaccinated.  

Therefore, we reinstated our 
policy to require masks in our 
building for all persons when not 
eating or drinking. If you don’t 
have a mask, we can provide one 
for you, just ask the office. 

Thank you and everyone stay safe! 
 

*** 

 

CHECK OUT OUR OPEN 

MIC NITE ON PAGE 14 

FOR MORE INFO!! 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintAsbury
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org


 

     We're concluding our discussions of   
Barbara Brown Taylor's book, Holy Envy, so 

we're ready to 
jump into our next 
topic. Barbara is 
clearly a stand-out 
among women of 
her generation. A 
priest, professor, 
and frequent 
speaker, her words 
and stories contin-
ue to inspire us.  

Over the past year, 
we've experienced 

the election of our first woman Vice Presi-
dent. The election of Kamala Harris places 
her both in the history books and in the 
spotlight. Kamala was one of six women who 
sought nomination as President. A 2019 sur-
vey conducted by LeanIn.org found that 
53% of registered voters were either "very 
ready" or "extremely ready" for a woman 
president. 

Recent increases in new infections of 
COVID among the unvaccinated are push-
ing us back into isolation. While our regu-
lar attenders are vaccinated, we realize 
that a large number of persons are not 
vaccinated. Therefore, we reinstated our 
policy to require masks in our building for 
all persons when not eating or drinking.  

We strongly urge all persons to get 
vaccinated as soon as practical unless ad-
vised by your doctor. Avoid news sources 
that promote baseless claims and pay 
closer attention to the experts we depend 
on to keep us safe. 

We each make our own arrange-
ments for lunch at this point. However, we 
look forward to returning to pot-luck 
lunches when infection rates fall. We antic-
ipate this happening as the number of 
vaccinations reaches herd immunity levels, 
and the CDC relaxes precautionary 
measures. 

    If you prefer to avoid groups or live too 
far away I encourage you to join us 
online for our Wednesday gatherings. 
Alternatively, you can call in by phone, be 
heard, and hear what others say by calling 
(929) 436-2866 -- enter the meeting ID, 
282 039 5568#.  

We are a diverse group, and we are 
delighted when new persons join us. I 
hope that you will join in on our discus-
sion. 

     You can contact our office with     
questions, by phone or simply type your 
question on our website’s homepage — 
FlintAsbury.org. 
 
                                       Pastor Tommy 
 
1 

Danielle Bean. You are Enough: What Women of 
the Bible Teach You about Your Mission and 

Leadership in Worship & Service 

For our new series, Better together, 
our life group chose a book by a lesser-
known yet influential female writer named 
Danielle Bean.1 She is the brand manager 
for CatholicMom.com and former publish-
er and editor-in-chief of Catholic Digest. 
Danielle is also the creator and host of a 
weekly Catholic women's television talk 
show called The Gist. In addition, she has 
published several books, is a popular 
public speaker, and hosts her own podcast. 

From the back cover of You are 
Enough, we read that Danielle Bean's book 
is an "invitation from God for belonging 
and love." Each of us is unique, worthy of 
love, and called to greatness. But in a divi-
sive world, we get distracted from that 
truth and begin to doubt God's love is 
real.  

Sadly, too many of us, particularly 
women, are told that we are not smart 
enough, pretty enough, sexy enough, or 
thin enough. So it is no wonder that so 
many forget that we are already made 
perfect. We are already enough. And God 
has made each of us for a unique purpose. 

In her book, Danielle Bean introduces 
us to several women found in the Old Tes-
tament. She invites us to see how God's 
love for each of us shines forth through 
their stories. She invites us to connect with 
these remarkable women's hopes, dreams, 
struggles, and experiences. And to learn 
how their lives offer valuable lessons for 
our lives today. 

Tony, Mirium                                         Welcome Team 

Anthony, Jim                                                             Ushers 

Jonathon, Terrance                        Production Team 

Mirium                                                                     Children                    

Cyndi                                                       Worship Leader                                  

Christine & Norma                                                    Cafe                             
 

Asbury Staff 

Rev.  Dr.  Tommy McDoniel       Pastor & Exec Dir 

Connie Portillo                                      Office Manager 

Sylvia Pittman                               Empowerment Arts 

Jim Craig                        Board  & Leadership Chair 

Kevin Croom        Exec Chef & Dir Opers 

Matt DePalma                                 Farms Manager 

Chris Freeman           South Campus Bldg Mgr 

Israel Unger                 Finance  Director   

Kim Sims                                      Connections Suprv  

Terrance Williams                     Arts Center Mgr 

Katelin Maylum                     Sr Mgr Local Food 

Asbury Worship Series 
Better Together 
Coming this October 

Book Club News 
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hatches a plan, confident that 

God will protect her from harm. 

But I don't want to spoil the 

ending. 

Better together is a 2-part 

worship series based on women 

found in the Old Testament. 

Much of the content for this se-

ries comes from the book,   
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You can't make this stuff up. 

And you don't have to because it's 

right there in print. Turn to the 

book of Judith, and you'll find an 

intriguing story of sacrifice, deceit, 

and bravery by a woman willing to 

risk her life to save her country. A 

woman with her own book, Judith 

was a faithful, wealthy widow. 

When her country is threatened by 

the Assyrian army, and the people 

are ready to surrender, Judith 

Scans - Shortcut.lnk

Licensed Image…AdobeStock_122125194 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2820395568
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2820395568
http://FlintAsbury.org
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You are Enough, a book about many of the women found in the Old Testament.1 

Our worship team is inviting you to share your favorite women of the Old Testament. Perhaps you identi-

fy with a particular story or character. Why? What fits? What doesn't fit? Send a selfie video 

to ArtsCenter@FlintAsbury.org so we can share your story with others. 

 

Check out Rahab, Abagail, Bathsheba, Tamar, Judith, Delilah, Sarah, Hannah, the un-named Widow 

helped by Elijah, the Shunammite Woman, Miriam the Princess, Rachael and Leah, Ruth and Naomi, and of 

course, Eve. Which of these stories intersect with your story?  

 

Man, woman, non-binary, or any combination, you're invited to participate in our series. Share what you 

admire about one or more of these women. In what ways do they remind you of a particular person in your 

life? What do you have in common? 

 

Our Book Club plans to follow along in Danielle's book during our series if you want deeper discussions 

on our weekly themes. We have a few books available, or you can check with the library or order your own 

copy from several sources. 

 

The latest variants of COVID are more contagious. As a result, there is a resurgence of new infections 

among the unvaccinated. It’s time to come out of whatever fears or biases keep you from being a part of the 

solution. Get vaccinated! 

 

I pray that you will join us each Sunday morning at 10:30 am. We share our weekly explodes live on our 

YouTube channel. We go live at 10:30 am. You can find these links along with more information about us, or 

join our live broadcast on our website at FlintAsbury.org. 

 

Pastor Tommy 

 

 

1
 Danielle Bean. You are Enough: What Women of the Bible Teach You about Your Mission and Worth. West Chester, PA: 

Ascension Publishing,  

 

mailto:ArtsCenter@FlintAsbury.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org
http://FlintAsbury.org


                                                                                                                            

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Volume 2  Issue 26                                                                                                                         Page 6                                                                                                                

 Final Judgement (The God you did not make up) ... cont. from pg 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                               Page 13                      



 Re-born (How can we be born again?1  )  ...cont from pg 2 
Page 7 

                                                                                                                                                   But the empty flattery offered by 

Nicodemus suggests that he thinks he 

knows that Jesus was sent by God when 

he doesn't. No one does unless they 

are re-born of the Holy Spirit. Which 

none of us have power over. 

"How can this be?" asks Nicode-

mus. This is a great question and likely 

an honest one coming from a person 

the community sees as an expert on 

matters of God. This is perhaps why 

Jesus asks Nicodemus, "How could you 

not know?"  

After Jesus asks how he could be 

an expert in religious knowledge and 

still not understand, Nicodemus stops 

talking. 

One of my Dad's favorite sayings 

for me was the importance of keeping 

my mouth shut. "Better to let others 

think You're a fool than to verify it by 

saying something foolish." Perhaps this 

story is about Jesus telling Nicodemus 

the advice my Dad gave me. 

     

Sometimes it’s better to sit quietly and 

listen to God. Nicodemus thinks he 

knows the mind of God when he 

doesn't. The truth is that no one does. 

Barbara Brown Taylor reminds us that 

this is what it means to be human.  

This brings us to making sense of 

the rest of this story. After Nicodemus 

quits asking questions, Jesus expands 

on His lesson, explaining the essence of 

what continues as controversy today. 

But, first, Jesus tells Nicodemus that 

God wants to save, rather than con-

demn, the world. And this decision 

comes out of God's love for the world. 

 

Jesus explains an even more chal-

lenging to understand reality when He 

describes the means of salvation. First, 

God loves the world so much that the 

Son of God will save us. And salvation 

begins with the belief that this promise 

is true with the hope of re-birth. 

Out of this story and others, Chris-

tians come to the conclusion that salva-

tion comes through this process. But, 

while we're willing to accept that Jesus 

alone is the mediator of our salvation, 

we seem hesitant to entirely give up our 

desire to be a co-mediator. We want 

some say in which way the winds blow 

and who gets re-born. 

The human Jesus was born into a 

Jewish family and raised in Jewish tradi-

tion and beliefs. We read that He ad-

hered to the rituals and traditions that 

He learned since childhood. This is not 

to say that Jesus adapted to and adopt-

ed every nuance. He argued with 

teachers and made controversial state-

ments and claims. 

And Nicodemus heard first hand 

the most controversial of all the claims 

made by Jesus. And Nicodemus was 

understandably confused and then si-

lent for the rest of the story. 

We don't know if Nicodemus was ever 

re-born, even after spending time with 

the world's greatest evangelist. Jesus 

didn't ask Nicodemus to pray the 

"sinners prayer" or join His church. He 

didn't offer to baptize Nicodemus or 

suggest he go to the Jordan River and 

find John the Baptist, who baptized 

Jesus. 

Instead, Jesus shared what He 

knew to be true about God. And it ap-

pears that Nicodemus sat and    quietly 

listened. 

I get the feeling that there is room 

for Nicodemus in the Kingdom of God 

that Jesus described that day. I think 

there is room in the heaven that I be-

lieve Jesus oversees. And if I'm right 

about this, perhaps I'll get to meet  

Nicodemus someday. I've got ques-

tions of my own. 

Do you believe that Jesus is the 

way, the truth, and arbitrator of eter-

nal life? Then, may we all learn to let 

Jesus do what God has done since the 

beginning and will do long after our 

bodies return to the dust we came 

from — even without our advice and 

counsel. Let’s leave the decision of 

who receives salvation to the One we 

believe owns it. 

Our series this month is called 

Holy Envy and this is episode three. 

Join us each Sunday as we navigate 

life's challenges using the Word of 

God as our guidepost. And recogniz-

ing that none of us have a monopoly 

on knowing the mind of God. So 

we're better when we work together. 

This month we look for God in 

the faith of others. In doing so, we 

expect to experience holy envy from 

time to time. We anticipate once in a 

while wondering whether the water 

might be a bit sweeter coming out of 

our neighbor's well. Plan to join us. 

We have a new button on the 

homepage of our website - Click here 

to watch. This button takes you to a 

viewer to allow you to join live or 

watch later in the week. We’re also 

live on our newly launched YouTube 

channel. You can find these links 

along with more information about us 

on our website at FlintAsbury.org. 

A reminder that we publish this 

newsletter that we call the Circuit 

Rider each week. You can request this 

publication by email. Send a request 

to connect@FlintAsbury.org or let us 

know when you send a message 

through our website. We post an 

archive of past editions on our 

website under the tab, Connect - 

choose Newsletters. 

Pastor Tommy 

 

No one can see the  Kingdom 

of God without being born 

again. 

                               John 4:3 

https://www.flintasbury.org/holy-envy-coming-this-september/
https://www.flintasbury.org/
https://control.resi.io/webplayer/video.html?id=a159cead-2823-40e7-8182-32a8aea0582c
https://control.resi.io/webplayer/video.html?id=a159cead-2823-40e7-8182-32a8aea0582c
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org
mailto:connect@FlintAsbury.org
https://www.flintasbury.org
https://www.flintasbury.org/connect/newsletters/


 

 

 

    
         

 
    Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we 
ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we 
ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you? 

Matthew 25:31-46 (GNT) 

 NOTES FROM WORSHIP 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS 

1.   Read Matthew 25:31-46. If you are already familiar with this story begin with reflecting on anything 

you noticed this time that you hadn’t noticed before — share this with your group. What are some 

of the implications that this text has for you? What does this text say about God’s priorities? What 
does this say about God’s view of non-Christians? 

2.    Read the article in this week’s Circuit Rider, Final judgment. Which are you? Are you a sheep or are 

you a goat? How do you know? Who is Jesus in your life? There is a lot of need in our community. 

What boundaries do you keep to prevent bringing harm to yourself while responding to the needs 
of others? 

3.    How can the members of your group help you this week and on-going to help you to be more 

receptive to hearing and understanding the Word of God? Pray for each other to have the Holy 

Spirit bless you with more courage. 

Life groups questions & notes: 
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SIGN UP FOR A FREE ASBURY FARMS ACCOUNT TODAY 

 

AND 
 

Receive a $15 credit on your account for your first purchase 
 

CREATE YOUR OWN VEGGIE BOX 

Select what goes in your box from each week’s harvest. Get $5 off your next order when 

you fill your box with $15 of produce. 
 

WANT US TO DECIDE FOR YOU? 
 

Choose Veggie Box Subscription and we will fill your order with a variety of each 

week’s harvest. Pay when you pick up your box. A $15 VALUE FOR $10. 
 

* CONVENIENT PICKUP AT ASBURY OR AT THE SOUTH FLINT SOUP KITCHEN * 

ASBURY FARM FRESH 

- TRY OUR WEEKLY VEGGIE BOX FOR $10.00 - 
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Whenever you did this for one 

of the least important...you did 

it  for me! 

                       Matthew 25:40 

https://www.flintasbury.org/
https://control.resi.io/webplayer/video.html?id=a159cead-2823-40e7-8182-32a8aea0582c
https://control.resi.io/webplayer/video.html?id=a159cead-2823-40e7-8182-32a8aea0582c
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1bjEVHOtEOcX7uXX_JWAzQ
http://FlintAsbury.org
mailto:connect@FlintAsbury.org
https://www.flintasbury.org
https://www.flintasbury.org/connect/newsletters/
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