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Bird Hunting (A bird in the hand)

It is an ageless lesson.
“A bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush.” It is the
sort of wisdom that a grand-
parent shares with a child
who sees a toy that they
think they want rather than
the toy that they are hold-
ing. It is the advice that a
father gives his daughter
when she talks about her
idea of leaving home to find
a better job in a distant

town.

In the middle of writ-
ing this, I was feeling dis-
turbed by another article
that was in this morning’s
New York Times. I wasn’t

as surprised by the head-

lines as I would have been This news comes at a time

since the shock of this news  When students that attend

was introduced in last public schools in New York

. . have permission to join a
night’s world news. Scien- P )

tists discovered that the bird rally with other youth hop-

L . in in th ntion of
population in North America § to gain the attention o

decreased by one third over policymakers. Their message

the past 50 years. Perhaps is even more pressing than

this ancient wisdom of hold- ~ °** declining bird popula-

. . tion. Our youth want us to
ing onto the birds that we Y W

. . believe that our planet is on
have is more important than P

fire. Our daily news pro-

ever.

grams offer tangible evidence
with headlines of angry earth
responding to our ever-
increasing need to want
more stuff. The effect on our
climate already has cata-
strophic results. This time
we need to learn our wisdom

from our children.  Page2

Muddy Boots (Pliable and Obstinate)

Thispast week we have
hadalot of rain Andwhenwe
walk onclay-richsail that has
been soaked withrain our boots
get heavier asthe mud accumu-
latesunder our feet. ltisagood
idea toclean our boots beforewe
trackmudintoplaceswhere
mudisnt welcomed

Thissort of sticky mudisa
great metaphor for something

block our progress Mud-like ohsta-
clesaremore subtle They stick to
us, adding weight. They bog usdown

Canyouthink of feelingsthat
remindyouof the sort of mudthat

that bogs usdown and makesit

noredifficult for ustonmovefor-
ward Thisisdifferent thanother
ohstaclesthat get inourway and

comesfromrainand clay? How
about worry, dread or regret?

Inthe movie and book, 7he All-
grimisAogress the maincharacter
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Special paints of intenest:
>>> Worship Design will meet

on Monday, September 23rd
at 6pmin the Asbury Library.

>>>Free Concert! Michael
Fletcher & The Michael
Fletcher Chorale...see flyers
in the Café area.

>>> CROP Walk information,
see page 3.If interested,
please call Connie.

>>> The book club is to read
chapters 23 to 26 for Wednes-

day’s discussion.
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Muddy Boots (Pliable and Obstinate)...cont. from page I

Christian livesinacity withanamethat
contradictsthe reality of itsresidents The Gty
of Not Cursed The more accurate namefarthe
aity isthe City of Destruction It isacity that
haslost itsway.

Christian, after reading abook, iscon-
vinced that he needstoleave the City of De-
structionbefareit'stoolate. The metaphar that
the author choosestousethat illustrates
Christian'sneedtoleave behind what he
knows in order topursue what the book de-
scribes, isaburden Inthenovie, Christianis
wearing a backpackthat he cannat take off
without help. The backpack represents Chris-
tiansburden

AsChrigtianleavesthe city and realizes
that he doesn't knowwheretoga he criesout
tothe Lord tobe shown what he needstodo. As
he stood frozen, a man named Evangelist
speakstohim and Christianasksthe manfor
help. Christian hasread the Book that tellshim

what todo, but herealizesthat heisunwilling
todothefirst thing and unabletodothe sec-
ond Chrigtianisstuck

Bvangelist directs Christiantowalkto-
wardsagate Christianisunabletoseethe
gate soEvangelist directshimtowalkto-
wardsalight shininginthe horizon until he
canseethegate Bvangelist instructs
Christianthat whenhearrivesat the gatehe
istoknock and will be told what todonext. So
Christianheadstowardthelight inthe distant
horizon

As(Chrigtian continuesonhisway, heis
chased by twoof hisneighbors, Gbstinateand
Rliable. Astheir namesinply, oneis
determmined nat tochange and the ather
changeshismindwhenthe resistance gets
difficult. OF course, inthe movie, their
tendenciescomeout intheirwordsand
actions Just as our tendencies showinour
wordsand actions Some of usarenorelike

Bird Hunting (A bird in the hand) cont. from page 1

This idea of a “bird in the hand” is a
good one. Sometimes when you are
holding onto a sure thing, you should be
content with what you have, rather
than give up what you have for whatev-
er is behind door number two. There
are game shows based on whether a
person is willing to take such a risk
when they cannot be sure what is hid-
den behind the door.

But there is another piece of wis-
dom that all grandparents are expected

to share. This wisdom involves patience

and the willingness to be content with
the present, but only for a while. In

other words, not necessarily satisfied

with the present, but willing to wait for

a spell as the future unfolds. This second

piece of ancient wisdom is sometimes
known as “delayed gratification.” It la-
bels that feeling we get when we are
sitting in a classroom wondering what
our friend is doing who chose to skip

class.

Page 6
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Obstinateand some of usarenorelike
Pliable

Christianmust decide whether he will
listento Chstinate or Fliable, just aseach of
usrust find a balance between our obsti-
nanceand our pliability. If we are nat willing
tobe moldedintosomething different, if we
aredbstinateand unwillingtobe pliable it is
difficult for ustormake the chaice of follow-
ingtheWay tothe gate. Yet if wearetoo
pliable, andtherefare nat willing tocontinue
ontheWay intheface of resistance, weare
likely to change our mind and take what
lookslikean easier way.

Page 9
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In our Prayers

Curtis Young Shirley Craig
Rachel Bastine Christopher Lewis
Norma Buzzard Sarah Tanner
Virginia Bigger Elizabeth Wright
Barbara Mclvor Judy Tanner

Austin & Mary Suffle = Mary Lyons

FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES WHO ARE
HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE

Mary Nations Mary Russell
Elaine Lamoreaux

Coming up this week

THE CROP HUNGER WAILK
NEEDS YOUW

THE CROP
NEEDS YOU

It's easy to register, just by calling Connie (810)
814-7985 or call the office at 235-0016 and I
will get a packet to you. MARK YOUR CALEN-
DARS, THE WALK WILL BE SUNDAY, OCTO-
BER 6, 2019. WE WILL MEET AT 1:30PM AT

COURT STREET UMC AND WALK WILL BEGAN

AT 2:00PM. ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL ME.

Sept 23

Sept 24

Sept 25

Sept 26

Sept 27

Sept 28

Sept 29

Mon 5:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Tues 10am-2pm
6:00pm

Wed 12Noon
6:00pm
6:00pm

Thu 4:30-6pm
6:00pm

Fri 10am-2pm
6:00pm

Sat 10am-12N

Sun 8am-10am
9:30am
10:30am

Youth Choir
Worship Design
Flint Jubilee

Water Distribution

Community Gospel Choir

Pastor Book Club
Beginners Bible Study
Youth Group

Gaming as Education
Worship Band Practice
Asbury Cafe Open
Asbury Youth Group

Japanese Jiu Jitsi

Japanese Jiu Jitsi
Café Open

New Beginnings

Contemporary Worship

*

SUNDAY, Scptcmbcr i 5t‘1

9:30am Ca)cé OPcns
10:30am New Beginnings

ContemPorar3 Worshi]a

| ast Week for Worshi]a

Attendance 28 Oﬁering $ 380

*
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Asbury Worship Series

Back to the Future
“Pilgrim’s Progress”

We invited our community to watch
the newly released movie, The Pilgrim’s
Progress. on August 29 in our newly
equipped Asbury Empowerment Arts Cen-
ter. The film was a big hit with both adults
and children. Our next worship series will
use the story from this movie as a back-
drop.

Book Club News

After reading and discussing the book
Shame-less written by Nadia Bolz-Weber
our group is taking a short break. On July 10
we hosted our youth who are working with
us for the
summer and
ayouth choir
— from Omaha,

- Nebraska. A
week after
A4 that we

" watcheda
@ < | video from

A Novel in Dialogue the Nooma
oumey of & New Creaturs | series by
Rob Bell
titled Sun-
day. A great discussion followed the video
on why we go to church. We concluded that
we don’t get together out of a sense of duty,
although these feelings are often felt. Ulti-
mately, we go because we encounter God
in our worship and in our time together.

h,
Dennis James

Back to the future, the title of anoth-
er popular movie, is the headline that |
chose for our new worship series be-

Our next book was written by Dennis
Sykes. Most of you have seen Dennis
around Asbury at one point or another.
Perhaps you would better recognize Den-
nis as the Roman Governor, Pilate, whom
Dennis played in our Easter musical. Per-
haps you remember Dennis in one of our
concerts. He sings with our community
gospel choirs. Dennis is amember of
Ebenezer Ministries located a short dis-
tance from Asbury.

Our current book is titled Jericho. The
book follows a man by the name of
Jaymes Devans. As the novel begins,
James s leaving Chicago, Illinois. He is
going South to make a better life for the
family he loves. However, Jaymes finds
out that his plans and God’s plans are not
the same. He becomes caughtupina
world of murder, drug smuggling, crooked
businessmen, politicians, secret agents,
and a God with a plan.

Leadership in Worship & Service

Welcome Team Tong, Mirium

Ushers Anthony, Jim

Production Team  Jonathon

Children Patrice & Mirium

Woyship Leaders CL] ndi

Café Christine 5" Norma
Asl)urg Staff

Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel Pastor

Connie Portillo Office Secretary

Sylvia Pittman Worship Arts
Jim Cyaig Leacleyship Chair
Kevin Croom Farm to Table

Business Operations

[srael Unger

Asbury Café

Plan to meet outside the sanctuary each
Sunday before worship for coffee, tea, snacks,
conversation and so on. The music will
start when it is time to wrap up and head

in for woyship.

ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER

cause it offers an interesting paradox.
How can we go back to a time that
hasn't happened yet? The answer in
the movie is time travel, which is the
invention that the movie asks us to
imagine possible. Many of us have
wondered what it would be like to be
able to travel through time. Going
back in time to experience what it was
like back then and visiting the future
to see how things unfold later.

Page 5

Jericho will challenge our own
knowledge of scripture as the people
Jaymes meets challenges him to continue
reading and studying God's Word. Jaymes
is amazed by how much people around him
had changed for the better after coming to
know Jesus Christ for themselves. And a
long bus ride was just what Jaymes needed
to spend some solid reading time.

Since this is novel is hot off the
shelves and since we want to support Den-
nisin his first book publishing we ordered
ten copies at just under $20 each. A few of
us have purchased our books directly from
Dennis but it helps him even more when we
buy his books from retailers. Dennis is with
our group each week to answer questions
and autograph books.

I encourage you to come to our
Wednesday gatherings. Our small group is
adiverse group and we are delighted when
new persons join us. | hope that you will
joininon our discussion. We meet each
Wednesday at Noon. Come join us for a
light lunch, fellowship and discussion. Our
food selections have been fantasticand we
always have plenty to share. And we are
always on the lookout for our next book,
video lesson or topic. Your participation
and suggestions are greatly appreciated.

* Dennis James (Dennis Sykes). Jeri-
cho:a Novelin Dialogue: Journey of a New
Creature. Xlibris, 2018.

Pastor Tommy
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Bsbury Worship Series—Back to the Future (Pilgrim’s Progress) ... cont. from page 4

During our next worship series, |
hope that you will be willing to do
some time travel with me. It won't be
that hard. We actually do it all the
time. We read or hear about some-
thing that happened in the past
when a person shares their story. A
story, by its very nature, already
happened. Unless, of course, the
story is about the future. Unless the
story is about what could happen.

The Pilgrim’s progress from this
world, to that which is to come, was
initially written as a book. The book
was written by John Bunyan in 1678.
According to the information | found
on Wikipedia, this book may have
been the very first novel to be written
in the English language. It has since
been translated into 200 languages
and is among the most influential
books ever written. The book was
written while the author was in pris-
on for holding a church service out-
side of the Church of England. This
is an extremely important connection
for our Asbury community that will
become clear during our worship
series.

We have loads of expressions
that reference the connections be-
tween what has happened and what
will happen. We sometimes call this
a trend when the past becomes a
predictor of the future. We ate fruit
loops for breakfast five days in a
row. What are the chances that we
will eat fruit loops tomorrow?

The answer in this case is that the
only connection between tomorrow and
yesterday is that we have fruit loops on
the brain. Otherwise, if we are looking
for things that happened in the past
that could predict the future, then we
are looking for “dependent” variables.
Let me explain using an illustration.

[ flip a coin and it comes up heads.
I flip the coin a hundred times and |
keep track of how many times it comes
up heads and how often tails show up.
My count show that heads came up 75
times. What are the odds that tails will
come up on my next flip? The answer
is fifty percent. The same odds that
were present on my first flip of the coin.
Each flip of the coin is independent of
the one before. There are lots of exam-
ples where the past is not a reliable
predictable of the future because there
is no connection whatsoever.

Yet we have heard it said that if
we ignore the past we are prone to
repeat it. There are some things that
can be predictors of the future. But
there are no guarantees. The future
hasn’t happened yet. It might rain. It
might not rain. And if rain is independ-
ent of the subject that we are trying to
predict, it doesn’'t matter one way or
another.

The Bible contains loads of stories
about the past. The Bible also has a lot
to say about predicting the future
based on the past. The stories about
the past can help us avoid some of the
pitfalls that others have fallen into.
They can help us recognize trends that
are worth paying attention to and
somethings that didn’t work very well.

During this series | hope to draw a
connection between some trends that
are taking shape and the likely triggers
that could give us a clue as to what to
do to stop a particular trend that sug-
gests a future we would rather not
visit.

As our story moves from “Once
upon a time” to the answer to the
question of who we have found Christ
to be in our own life, our story be-
comes a story of a faith journey. A
story about a belief in something that
we cannot see. Yet we know that our
faith is itself a gift. And in our choosing
life we can help others to choose life
simply by sharing our story.

The Lord said to Abrams, “Leave
your country, your relatives, and
your father’s home , and go to a
land that | am going to show
you.”

Genesis 12:1

| pray that you will join us for our
new worship series called Back to the
future. | hope to see you each Sunday
for worship at 10:30 am. Remember
Bible study in the Asbury Café is be-
fore worship at 9:30 am.

Pastor Tommy
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Bird Hunting (A bird in her hand )..cont. from page 2

One of the best pieces of advice
that I have received in my life came
when my dad and I attended a new stu-
dent orientation at the university where
I was enrolled for the fall. The Dean of
the college said to the large group of
eager students and worried, but proud
parents, “I have some advice for the
students that I want the parents to

hear.”

The Dean’s advice shaped my ap-
proach to a challenge that all students
face when we realize that there is no
one around to tell us to do our home-
work and to not stay out late on a
“school night.” I needed the Dean’s ad-
vice. I knew that I was likely to find my
courses challenging. I felt fortunate that
this school was giving me a chance. It
only accentuated my anxiety when I
thought about how much it cost for me
to be there and how many years it
would take to pay back my student

loans.

The advice was simple. Finish your
homework before you go out to do
whatever you do for fun and entertain-
ment. Put school ahead of football
games and parties. The Dean’s advice
came with a promise. There will be
time for the fun stuff. I decided right
then that I would commit to using this
wisdom. And it worked for me. It also
worked for my closest friends, includ-
ing my roommate, Gary, who struggled
even more than me to get through col-

lege.
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But delayed gratification is the dev-
il for those hoping that we make spon-
taneous decisions. If I am hosting a TV
special where I want you to make a de-
cision to buy the set of pots and pans
that I'm selling, or a necklace, a new set
of socket wrenches, or any other “must-
have” items, I don’t want you to delay
your decision. Phrases such as “For the
next 10 minutes” and a counter that
shows how fast the items are disappear-
ing are used to motivate me to set my

homework aside and make a purchase.

The Lord says, “l am making a
new earth and new heavens.
The events of the past will be
completely forgotten. Be glad
and rejoice forever in what |
create.

Isaiah 65: 17-18a

In the book by John Bunyan, 7he
Pilgrim’s Progress, the main character,
Christian, is at the house of the
Interpreter. The Interpreter is
Christian’s version of the Dean of the
college I attended. The Interpreter is
expected to teach Christian what he
needs to know before he continues on
the straight and narrow path that leads

to the place of deliverance.

Christian is anxious to have his
burden removed. He has chosen to give
up all that he has to find the Way that
will lead him to the place described in a
book that he has read.

The Interpreter offers Christian
a few lessons. In one case, Christian
observes two children. The older
child is named Passion. The younger
child’s name is Patience. Christian
notices that Patience seems content
and at peace. Passion, on the other

hand, seems unsettled.

The Interpreter explains that the
children were promised a valuable
gift that they would receive next
year. Patience is content with wait-
ing. She is at peace. Passion insisted
on having his gift right away. But
when Passion received his gift, he
immediately used all of it and had

nothing left.

Birds are essential to our planet.
They feast on insects, such as mos-
quitos, and assist with pollination in
our orchards, farms, and gardens.
God created birds for a divine pur-
pose, and humankind was given the
responsibility for making decisions
that are good for our planet, includ-
ing birds. Our need for more and our
greed is destroying our planet. And
we are called by our Creator God to

take action.

But actions that heal a broken
planet will not come out of wealthy,
arrogant, and power-hungry people
who will bully us into hurting each
other for their benefit. Healing

comes out of love for our neighbor,

Page 10




While turning blight into beautiful
and productive landscape 1s good on
its own, transforming a food desert
mto abundance 1s life giving. But
Asbury wants to make sure that pro-
duce 1s available on the tables of our
residents. Our culinary arts and nu-
tritonal education programs offer
residents the know how just as our
farms offers nature’s bounty. In ad-
dition, the Asbury Café 1s a culinary
experience accessible to our neigh-
bors and anyone with an appetite.
Our “pay what you can” approach
means that no one 1s turned away.
Those who can help either on the
farm or 1n the café are offered spe-
cial MyFlintStones tokens that can
be used either in the Asbury Café or
i exchange for produce to prepare
at home.

We proudly accept MyFlintStones

The Asbury Café is open
Fridays 10am to 2pm &
Sundays 10 am to 12 Noon

: To plane
A;,( q gargen
- i5't0 believe
_In tomorrow

\.,
i

Asbury Farm to Table

| /

ASBURY CAFE MENU
Open Fridays 10am to 2pm

Pay what you can

DELI SUBS
Lettuce, onions, tomato plus

choice of ham, turkey or beef

GARDEN SALAD
Local grown greens &

vegetables. Ham, turkey or beef
upon request

MUFFINS
Chef Kevin's special recipe with

fruit, love and other delights
baked in.

STIR FRY
Local grown garden vegetables

sautéed with love and herbs

WRAPS
Lettuce, onions, tomato plus

choice of ham, turkey or beef

SMOQOTHIE
Assorted flavors of the day

Regular or decaf
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Life Group Questions & Notes

The Lord says, “I am making a new earth and new heavens. The events of the past will be completely forgotten. Be

glad and rejoice forever in what I create...”
Isaiah 65:17-18a GNT

NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR LIFE GROUPS

1. Read Isaiah 65:17-18a. What ideas an images come to mind for you? Does the idea of patience enter into

your reflection? How about the question when?

Read this week’s article titled Bird hunting. What do you think Christian learned from the Interpreter

that might help you? Are you familiar with this idea of a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush? Is

this always true? What does this mean for you in light of the scripture you read from Isaiah?

3. How can the members of your group help you this week and on-going to help you to be more receptive
to hearing and understanding the Word of God?



Muddy Boots (Pliable and Obstinate) ...cont. from page 2

Inour story, Pliable decidestogowith
Christianafter hearing about the proisesin
the book And of course, Chstinatehurlsa
fewinsultsat bath of themand leaves. But
shartly after Christian and Rliable continue
ontheirway, they get stuck Weleamthat
thetwoof themwalked right intothe Saugh
of espard Aplacethat isfull of the stuff
that stickstouslike mud stickstoour bodts.
Thesort of clay enriched mud that we have
around usafterit rains.

Inthe bookwe leamthat thismudisa
metaphor for our fears doubts, and discour-
aging apprehensionsabout our self.

Of course, these arethe very enrotions
that can cause ustogive up, tumaway, and
accept what ey appear tobean easier way.
Pliable asexpected isquickly discouraged
and lashes out at Christianfortalkinghim
intogaingalong. Rliable vowstogobackas
soonashe getsout, whichhe does without
helping Christian, whoissinking furtherinto
themudasaresult of hisburden Rliable
leaves without somuchasa goodbye.

O Lord...Destruction and vio-
lence are all around me, and
there is fighting and quarreling
everywhere.

Habakkuk 1:2-3

The Prophet Habald<uk cried out for
helpwhenhe wasfeeling that God seemedto
be daing nathing about the destruction that
he was seeing where he lived Thisbookin
our Qld Testarrent beginswith HabakluK's
plea, “Olord howlong” Sometimeswe have
somuch mud stucktoour boatswefeel like
wecant noveany further.

Sometimeswe ary out, “Lord, howlong will this
goon” Sometimes we have sonmuch mud stuck
toour boots we cannat move forward

Christianis determrinedtogoon, but the
muckistoonmuchforhim Christiancriesaut,
and soona mancoestohisaid Themen's
naneis Help, of course. “l came because you
calledme” Helptells Christian, whoisnow
safely onfirmground AsHelp dunrps water on
Christiantowash off the muck that covershim
fromheadtotoe, HelpexplainstoChristian
about the Sough of Despair. Nowonder Rliable
changed hisrmind about going with Christian

As(hristian continues ontowardsthe
distant gate he meets anather stranger nanmed
Woridly Wisermen After a conversation about
where Christianisheaded and why, Worldly
Wseman urges Christian tochange direction
“Christian, instead of travelingtosucha
difficult place asthedistant gate goinstead to
the illage of Morality, and meet withits Mayar,
Legality, and hisson, Gvility. They arefine
people” Worldly Wsermen argues

Wbrldly Wsemen'sargument read likeanad
for anewsubdivision located just outside the
prablemsof thecity. Instead of dangers it
dfferssafety, friendship, and contentrrent. The
\illage of Morality is conveniently located
withinashart distance of everythingyouneed
And Worldly Wseman stresses, thereare hous-
esavailableandaliving standard that, whilea
little more expensive, they are high quality.
Bven better, Christian would beinthe conpany
o neighborswhoarefinancially secureand
liveagoadlife.

But, just as Christian getscloseenoughto
seethevillage he beginstonatice howsteep
thehill isleading uptoLegality's house
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Christianalsonaticesfire coming out of the
mountaininfront of him Thisway did not seem
quite aseasy as\Worldly Wseman dainedit
would be

Again, Christian stands frazen, unsure of
what toda. Doeshe continuetoclimbthehill to
meet Legality or tumback? Worldly Wseman
promised Christianthat thiswouldbea much
easierway. But hispromisesdidnt seemto
matchreality. Fortunately, someone whohad
tdd Christian howtofind the gate came along
When Bvangelist sees Christianstaring at the
hill toLegality's house, hererrindshimto
retumtotheWay that hewasfallowing befare.

Uhfortunately, the charactersthat we
meet inour own livesdonat have namesthat
dearly state their intentionsandbias. | hape
that youwill join usas wefolowChristian's
jouney towardsthe light whereheistofind
howtobe relieved of his burden. Moreim+
portantly, my prayeristhat whenyoufind that
youaresodeepinthe mudthat youcannot
nove, that youwill find the help that youneed

Sometimes we have so much
mud stuck to our boots we feel
like we can’t move any further.

Weworship each Sunday at 10:30am
Coreleamwhyit isinportant totell your stary
andhowtodosa | leadashart Bble studyinthe
Asbury Caféat 9:30am Youcanfind moreinfor-
mration about us on our website at RintAs-

bury.og
Pastar Tomry
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We envision a community in love with God,
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neighborhood. We are a center for worship
& spiritual growth, a center for connections

and a center for health & wellness.
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Our goal is a revitalized community where every resident can use their
talents and passions for the common good, where children grow into
citizens who contribute to building and maintaining a vibrant neighbor-
hood, and all residents are able to enjoy safety, good health, a culture
that fosters life long learning and satisfying lives.

We believe that such an ambitious goal can never be attained without
God's grace and abundance and Christ calls each of us to be disciples

willing to share our witness through words and acts.

Bird Hunting (A bird in the hand ) ...cont. from page 6

that is only possible when we love
God. We were created by a God
willing to live among us and take on
our shame so that our burdens can

be relieved.

Healing comes out of love for
our neighbor that is only possi-
ble when we love God.

Is it wise to let the bird in your
hand go free so that you might go
after the two that are caught in a
bush? Would it be more sensible to
hold onto the bird that you already

have and not take the risk?

The answer is contextual. Is the
risk worth the potential reward?

You could end up with nothing.

Christian must continue on his
journey towards deliverance on
faith. He once thought that he had
everything possible until he read a
book that changed everything for
him. Christian’s new insight became
a burden for him that he could not
relinquish on his own power. But
Christian would need patience. His
relief will come sometime later.
Meanwhile, he will likely face
struggles and challenges as he moves

toward deliverance.

This is the journey that people
of faith must choose to continue
every day. During our trip we will
need patience, and we will also need

passion. But our passion will be for

the reward of deliverance. We al-
ready have the most valuable gift of
all. We know that our liberation is
assured by the only One who can

make such a promise.

We worship each Sunday at 10:30
am. I pray that you will join us. If on
Sunday morning you have this feeling
that you should be somewhere, it just
may be that God is answering my
prayer and calling you to Asbury. I
lead a short Bible study in the Asbury
Café at 9:30 am. You can find more

information about us on our website

at FlintAsbury.org.

Pastor Tommy



