
Ordinary 

Insight 

ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER 

When I was a teen-
ager I wanted to play in 
the NBA some day. I 
played basketball so 
much that I really don’t 
remember a whole lot of 
other things that I did 
back then. When I talk 
about this time in my life 
I usually fail to mention 
that before basketball it 
was football that cap-
tured my fantasy. But 
when I didn’t make the 
7th grade football team 
but did make the basket-
ball team, my focus 
changed. My dreams 
were about standing out. 
I seemed to have a fear 
of what life would be like 
if I was only ordinary. 

Ordinary. Doesn’t 
stand out. No distinctive 
features. For me these 
words described someone 
who couldn’t hit 90% 
from the free-throw line. 
They described someone 
who didn’t have an awe-
some jump shot. Some-
one who couldn’t play 
above the rim. Who wants 
that? 

God’s love for us manifests 

in both acts of love for us 

and through us. And we 

receive insight that these 

are blessings from God. 

Life in our neighbor-

hood comes with a focus 

on survival. Going without 

is a way of life.  
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This week we tran-

sition from our current 

series, Insight, to our 

new series, Love does. 

Insight has been a time 

of reflection. Our subti-

tle, Believing is seeing, 

points to the power of 

insight. When we be-

lieve that God is with 

us, our spiritual eyes 

are opened even if our 

physical eyes fail us. 
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Special points of interest: 

 

>>>  Worship Design will meet 

on Monday, February 11th at 

6pm in the Asbury Library. 
 

>>>  Leadership Team will meet 

on Monday, February 18th at 

6pm. 
 

>>> Breakthrough Concert has 

been rescheduled for Friday, 

February 22nd at 7:00pm. Call 

the church office to reserve 

your tickets. (235-0016) 
 

>>> Church Women United of 

Greater Flint will meet on Fri-

day, March 1st from 10am-

12:30pm in the Asbury Sanctu-

ary. Annual day of prayer. 
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Overtime I have 
grown rather fond of ordi-
nary. There is something 
comfortable about a famil-
iar pair of jeans, a black t-
shirt and the same shoes 
I’ve worn for months. I 
like the fit. I don’t have to 
worry about matching 
colors or stripes with 
plaid. It’s comfortable. It’s 
ordinary. 

After all, people who 
stand out are the first 
ones to receive criticism 
when someone either dis-
agrees with them or is 
jealous that they aren’t 
getting the attention.  
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Who needs that? Us ordinary 
folks are not the targets when it 
comes to rock throwing. We’re just 
as happy to see someone else take 
the heat. 

There’s a story found in the 
Gospel of Luke about a time when 
Jesus was talking to some folks on 
the beach and he noticed some 
guys who had just come in from 
fishing. I’m thinking that they were 
ordinary because when Jesus 
stepped into one of the boats that 
belonged to a man named Simon 
and asked him to push off from 
shore so Jesus could keep speaking 

to the crowd, Simon did it. Simon 
didn’t do any speaking. He just did 
what he was asked. He let Jesus do 
the standing out. 

                                Page 3 

Insight ...cont. from Page 1 

Ordinary… cont. from page 1 
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is at best near-sighted, and 

worse case, nearly blind and in 

denial about our spiritual in-

sight. When we are spiritually 

blind our mind fabricates an im-

age of Christ that best suits that 

which we want to believe and 

we go on with our lives doing 

that which suits us at the time. 

Spiritual insight changes us. But 

once we reach a point where we 

believe we can see 20/20 spirit-

ually, something happens to our 

brain and to our willingness to 

hear and see Christ at work. 

Spiritual maturity is the op-

posite of spiritual blindness. We 

reach a point where we recog-

nize that we cannot see 20/20 at 

all and that we are dependent on 

Christ and each other to make 

our way through the world with-

out bumping into the furniture. 

Our vision continues to come 

and go. Some days we see clearly 

although still quite near-sighted. 

Other days, we can sense the 

darkness and recognize that 

what we see is sufficiently blur-

ry that today is a good day for 

more prayer. More time with our 

Lord. 
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To such an extent that spiritu-

al insight can seem like a luxury 

for the well-off. An extra that we 

pursue after we take care of our 

water bill. But know this. Spiritual 

insight is a gift. There is no cost. 

Believe in the One who created 

you and your eyes will be opened 

to new possibilities that you other-

wise will miss. Spiritual insight 

may not pay your water bill but it 

will give you more joy than you 

can ever imagine. And God is not 

ignorant of water bills. 

There is a story found in the 

Gospel of John that contains one of 

the most straight-forward and 

powerful testimonies to the heal-

ing power of Christ found in Scrip-

ture. A man, blind since birth, 

when questioned by the authori-

ties regarding the source of Jesus’ 

healing power, tells this: “One 

thing I do know: I was blind, and 

now I see.” The man did not make 

any claims that he could not back 

up with evidence. Simple. Direct. 

To the point. 

This story about a miracle 

healing from physical blindness 

offers us a metaphor. And this 

metaphor is at the core of one of 

the most popular Christian songs 

of all, Amazing Grace. This song is 

sang by believers throughout the 

world as a testimony to the in-

sight that each of us receive as a 

gift from God. The insight that 

God lived among people and that 

we are saved by our belief that 

Jesus Christ is God incarnate. 

I have noticed that spiritual 

blindness is prevalent — even 

among Christians. For each of us 

The man replied, “One thing I do know; 
I was blind, and now I see.”                

                                     John 9:25 GNT 

After he said this, Jesus spat on 

the ground and made some mud 

with the spittle; he rubbed the 

mud on the man’s eyes and told 

him, “Go and wash your face in the 

Pool of Siloam.” So the man went, 

washed his face, and came back 

seeing. 

                                        John 9:6-7 



In Our Prayers 

When Jesus is finished speaking to 
the crowd on the beach he tells Simon 
to take the boat out into deeper water 
and for Simon and his fishing buddies, 
James and John, to put out their nets. 
Now the boys had fished all night with-
out anything to show for it but despite a 
little grumbling they did what Jesus told 
them to do. And it worked. 

Their nets were so full of fish they 
called for backup. It took their boat and 
crew along with the other boat that they 
had fished with to haul in the load of 
fish. So many fish that their nets 
strained and nearly ripped from the 
weight. 

Simon was so overwhelmed that he 
fell to his knees in front of Jesus. “Go 
away from me. I am a sinful man” Si-
mon blurts out. Simon is one of those 
guys who says what others are thinking. 
This fishing trip was the sort of miracle 
that had Holy Man written all over it and 
Simon was not in the same league with 
anyone that had that much pull with 
God. After all, God only does this sort of 
miracle for people who standout from 
the crowd. Simon was ordinary and not 
necessarily the better version of ordi-
nary. 
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Prayer is at the heart of our beliefs 

Sharon George           
Elaine Lamoreaux 

Mary Russell               
Mary Nations 

FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES WHO ARE    
HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE 

 Ordinary..cont. from page 2 

Insight is about spiritual sight. 

A divine gift that allows us from 

time to time to see the Holy Spirit 

at work. Insight will animate all of 

our senses to such an extent that 

our only reasonable response is 

worship. Without insight worship 

is an expression of spiritual mal-

nutrition. Through insight we re-

ceive that which we cannot live 

without through the power of 

God’s Spirit feeding our souls. Nev-

ertheless, even without insight, 

worship will satisfy our hunger 

and our spiritual eyes will be 

opened as we allow God’s image to 

glow within us and the Holy Spirit 

to take up residence within our 

being. 

If you have been following our 

current series, Insight, you will not 

want to miss this message that will 

take us from our past few weeks of 

teachings on believing is seeing to 

what we can expect from insight. 

That Love does. Our new series 

begins next Sunday. I pray that you 

will join us. 

Pastor Tommy 

 

Insight will animate all of our 

senses to such an extent that 

our only reasonable response 

is worship. 



Our next book for discussion at our 
weekly Book Club is Love Does by Bob Goff. 
This book is an easy read and a great joy 
that is hard to put down. Bob’s view of life 
comes through the pages and his literary 
skills allow his readers to feel a part of the 
action. And a part of the life lessons.    

                              
See Pastor Tom-
my, contact the 
office, or just 
show up for 
Book Club to 
receive a copy. A 
donation of $10 
is encouraged 
for each book 
and we appreci-
ate any help with 
purchasing 
books for those 
unable to pay for 

one. Please refrain from taking a copy if you 
don’t intend to read and discuss the book 
with us. Copies are readily available through 
Amazon and other sellers. 

it clear to the people around Him that it isn’t 
enough to just look like you love God. In-
stead, Jesus pointed out that the way to tell 
how much we love God is by how well we 
love people. 

Let’s face it. People can be hard to love 
at times. But if we truly believe that God cre-
ated us and wants what is best for us, this 
makes God rather easy to love. And I suspect 
a lot of people — most people stop there. 
They love God but not so much God’s peo-
ple. And let’s face it, church people can be 
hard to love. But this isn’t the point. 

Perhaps this is one of the challenges for 
those who don’t believe that God lived 
among people as Jesus Christ. They may 
even like Jesus but they don’t care much for 
what Jesus told them they needed to do. In 
one of the stories Jesus tells a young man 
with a lot of belongings that he needed to 
get rid of his stuff. It must have been getting 
in the way of the young man loving others. 
He went away sad we read. Most of us go 
away sad at the thought of giving something 
up. 

Bob takes the Gospel seriously by living 
whimsically. A contradiction? Not really. We 
can never quite know what God is up to so 
even our best laid plans may get interrupted 
by a God request. Are we willing to drop 
everything, or sell everything, or just change 
our mind about what we plan to do tomor-
row? This is how love does. 

Since God is insistent that we love one 
another, this state of feelings toward another 
person we call “love” must move from a 
noun to a verb. We do because we love. We 
go because we love. We respond because 
we love. This all looks quite whimsical to the 
world outside the Kingdom of God. But this 
is how love does. 
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Leadership in Worship & Service 

Bob writes that he keeps his office on 
Tom Sawyer Island at Disney World. Sport-
ing a season pass he spends time in a place 
where many people who visit Disney World 
don’t bother. One travel guide listed Tom 
Sawyer Island as an oasis within the mad-
ness of long lines, crowds and the hot sun. 
But our writer uses this getaway as a meta-
phor for missing out. 

Tom Sawyer Island is no amusement 
ride. You bring your imagination to the 
attraction. And apparently it is one of those 
attractions that most visitors to Disney 
World leave on their “if I get around to it” 
list and they are fresh out of “round tuits” 
and pass — and miss out on an adventure. 
“Tom Sawyer Island is like most people’s 
lives, I think: they never get around to cross-
ing over to it” writes Bob Goff. 

In his assessment of “people” the writer 
brings the words and stories of Jesus into 
his analysis as well as his own journey that 
began with a couple of believers who 
seemed to live out their faith to a relatively 
unimpressive high school student. While 
Jesus told parables and stories to illustrate 
truth Jesus also spoke plainly about a lot of 
very important topics. For one, Jesus made 

Welcome Team Tony, Mirium,  
Ushers  Anthony, Jim 
Production Team Mark 
Children  Mirium & Emily 
Worship Leaders Cyndi                           
Café                         Christine & Norma   

                                    

Asbury Staff 
Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel               Pastor 
Mark Vorenkamp          Children & Youth 
Sylvia Pittman                 Worship Arts 

Jim Craig Leadership Chair 
Connie Portillo      Office Secretary 
Kevin Croom Farm to Table 
Israel Unger Business Operations 

 

Asbury Café 
Plan to meet outside the sanctuary each 
Sunday before worship for coffee, tea, 
snacks, conversation and so on. The mu-
sic will start when it is time to wrap up 
and head in for worship. 

Asbury Worship Series 
Love does 
Living a Breakthrough Life 

Book Club News 
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children was to have a taste of what it 
is like to follow Jesus. It is the adven-
ture of a lifetime. And while I’m con-
vinced that God knows the plan, we 
who follow Jesus seldom know much 
more than what is happening right 
now and perhaps a next step. Our 
adventure unfolds without us know-
ing anymore than that God has prom-
ised a life lived with Him that lasts 
forever. 

     Let’s face it. People too often say  
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Bob Goff established a tradition with 
his children that merits examination. On 
their 10th birthday the child chooses an 
adventure go to on. And they just go. No 
advanced planning. No preparation. As the 
Nike slogan mandates. Just do it! * 

You can draw your own conclusions  

about the merits of his parenting tech-
niques from Bob’s story when you read 
his book. But for me, I believe that one 
of the most valuable lessons for Bob’s 



Feb 11   Mon    6:00pm      Worship Design 

Feb 12   Tues   10am-2pm Water Distribution    

Feb 13   Wed   12Noon  Pastor Book Club 

                           6pm      Beginners Bible Study 

Feb 14   Thur   6pm      Worship Band Practice             

Feb 15   Fri      10am-2pm  Asbury Cafe Open 

                           6pm       Asbury Youth Group 
 

 

Feb 17              SUNDAY   

                           9:30am     Café Opens                      

                           10:30am   New Beginnings            

                           Contemporary Worship 
 
 

Last Week for Worship: 
  Attendance   34      Offering  $ 1,067 

 
 

 

   -  Coming up this week  - 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Asbury Worship Series- Living a breakthrough life.. Cont. from page 4           Book Club News.. Cont from page 4  
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Author Donald Miller, writes this 
about his friend and colleague, “Bob 
Goff loves people with a force that is 
natural, and by natural I mean like na-
ture, like a waterfall or wind or waves 
on the ocean. He loves effortlessly, as 
though love packs annually in snow on 
a mountain, melting and rushing 
through him in an infinite loop. There’s 
no explanation for a man who can love 
this well save God. I think Bob Goff 
knows God, and I think God’s love 
flows through him.” 

The review on Amazon writes that 
“When Love Does life gets interesting. 
Each day turns into a hilarious, whimsi-
cal, meaningful chance that makes faith 
simple and real. Each chapter is a story 
that forms a book, a life. And this is one 
life you don't want to miss. Light and 
fun, unique and profound, the lessons 
drawn from Bob's life and attitude just 
might inspire you to be secretly incredi-
ble, too.” 

Jason Russell, Co-founder of Invisi-
ble Children writes “If all people loved 
the way Bob Goff loves all people, the 
world would change overnight. In this 
book, he reminds us of the truest virtue 
the kingdom calls us to practice: Love 
Does. It’s active. The Jesus we serve is 
surprising and subversive. Bob knows 
this because he himself is both para-
doxically wise as a wizard and as joy-
filled as a toddler.” 

We encourage you to come to our 
Wednesday gatherings. Our small 
group hopes to widen our circle and so 
we hope that you will join in on our 
discussion. We meet each Wednesday 
at Noon. Come join us for a light lunch, 
fellowship and discussion. Our food 
selections have been fantastic and we 
always have plenty to share. And we 
are always on the lookout for our next 
book, video lesson or topic. Your par-
ticipation and suggestions are greatly 
appreciated.  

                     Pastor Tommy 

 

*  Goff, Bob. Love Does: Discover a 
Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World. 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012. 

invitation that they received. “Come and see” 
is the prevailing message. Rather than offer 
His followers a detailed itinerary of their 
adventure Jesus knew that words without 
action are just words. Followers need to do 
and not just hear. If this sounds a bit whimsi-
cal then you get the point. Come and see. 

God established early on that Words 
spoken by our Creator never return empty. 
We read that God spoke through the Proph-
et Isaiah the following: So also will be the 
word that I speak — it will not fail to do what 
I plan for it; it will do everything I send it to 
do (Isaiah 55:11 GNT). And Jesus Christ is 
God’s Word that was sent that we might 
know the nature of God more completely. 
But this requires trusting that our plans are 
only as good as our willingness to trust God 
with the outcomes. 

The leadership of Asbury believes that 
2019 will be a breakthrough year for Asbury. 
We believe that God has taken us on a wild 
adventure that has seen God’s love in action. 
While there has been heartbreak and disap-
pointment, aren’t these a part of what makes 
an adventure an adventure? 

The outcomes are still not certain. God 
alone carries the weight of foresight. But this 
we have learned. Living a breakthrough life 
requires the courage to take the next step, 
trusting that Jesus is who He says He is and 
will do everything He said he will do. Jesus 
Christ is, because God loves the world and 
wants to save us. God is love. And love does. 

Join us each Sunday for our new series, 
Love does, and learn about living a break-
through life. Invite your friends, family and 
everyone that you meet. They will thank you.   

                                   Pastor Tommy 

*  Goff, Bob. Love Does: Discover a Secret-
ly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World. 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012. 

and do another. People say one thing 
and mean another. We have all put our 
faith in another person only to be disap-
pointed. It’s easy to grow callous and 
indifferent. It is admirable that Bob kept 
his promise to his children. It is even 
more important that his children learn 
that he may sometimes fail them but 
God never will. Bob loves his children. 
God loves Bob’s children, and Bob, even 
more. 

But love without an accompanying 
action is first of all a noun. It gives a label 
to something without sufficient detail to 
know much about the thing it names. It 
leaves a rather empty feeling as though 
something important is missing. Love 
requires action to be full. Love as a verb 
is life-giving and life-saving when ani-
mated with God’s Holy Spirit. Love does 
rather than sit back or hold back. While 
love honor’s the Sabbath love does not 
hide behind rest to avoid hard work. Love 
is a light shining in the darkness that 
finds a way forward even where broken-
ness casts shadows. Love does. 

We can read in the Gospel how 
Jesus chose His first followers and the 

My children, our love should not be 
just words and talk; it must be true 
love, which shows itself in action. 

                                1 John 3:18 



 
 

    Breakthrough Concert & Celebration has been rescheduled 
 

Pastor Nick Hill, a beloved friend of Asbury, is releasing  

his 2nd CD  -  Breakthrough.  

Asbury Empowerment Arts Center  

will host a concert celebration on  

Friday, February 22nd  at 7:00 PM. 

                    Call the Asbury Office (235-0016)  

  to reserve your tickets!! 

 

                                                                                              ******* 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ... 



We proudly accept MyFlintStones 

The Asbury Café is open Fridays 
10am to 2pm & Sundays 10 am 
to 12 Noon 

   While turning blight into 
beautiful and productive land-
scape is good on its own, trans-
forming a food desert into abun-
dance is life giving. But Asbury 
wants to make sure that produce 
is available on the tables of our 
residents. Our culinary arts and 
nutritional education programs 
offer residents the know how 
just as our farms offers nature’s 
bounty. In addition, the Asbury 
Café is a culinary experience ac-
cessible to our neighbors and 
anyone with an appetite. Our 
“pay what you can” approach 
means that no one is turned 
away. Those who can help ei-
ther on the farm or in the café 
are offered special  MyFlint-
Stones tokens that can be used 
either in the Asbury Café or in 
exchange for produce to pre-
pare at home. 

Asbury Farm to Table 



 

 

 

 

 
 

He and the others with him were all amazed at the large number of fish they had caught. The same was true of Simon's 
partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Jesus said to Simon, “Don't be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people.” They pulled the boats up on the beach, left everything, and followed Jesus. 

Luke 5:9-11 GNT 

NOTES FROM WORSHIP 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS 
 

1. Read the story about Simon (Peter), James and John becoming disciples of Jesus in Luke 
5:1-11. Surely one good fishing trip was not enough to convince these men to leave every-
thing and follow Jesus. Was it? What hooked you on following Jesus? 

2.    Has Jesus ever lead you out into deep waters where you were reluctant to go? What hap-
pened? Is Jesus calling you out into the deep waters right now? 

3.   How can the members of your group help you this week and on-going to help you remove 
obstacles that stand in the way of your witness? 

Life Group Questions & Notes 
Volume 19   Issue 10 



Welcome  t o  t h e  Asbury  Communi ty  

Phone: 810-235-0016 
Fax: 810-235-0016 (call first when faxing) 
E-mail: FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com 

1653 Davison Rd  
Flint,  MI 48506 

   Neighborhood Connection 

FlintAsbury.org 

   

    We envision a community in love with 
God, each other, and our neighbors evi-
denced by the transformation of ourselves 
and our neighborhood. We are a center for 
worship & spiritual growth, a center for con-
nections and a center for health & wellness. 

                                                                                  NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
                                                                                                             U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
                                                                                                                 FLINT, MICHIGAN 
                                                                                                                         PERMIT #151 

 

 

 

 

 

    Our goal is a revitalized community where every resident can use their 
talents and passions for the common good, where children grow into citi-
zens who contribute to building and maintaining a vibrant neighborhood, 
and all residents are able to enjoy safety, good health, a culture that fosters 
life long learning and satisfying lives. 

    We believe that such an ambitious goal can never be attained without 
God’s grace and abundance and Christ calls each of us to be disciples will-
ing to share our witness through words and acts. 

 

Ordinary… cont. from page 3 

This story ends in a way that ought 
to get our attention. Jesus asks this 
ordinary fishing crew to follow Him. 
They pulled their boats back up on the 
shore, left their nets and followed Jesus. 
Perhaps I was wrong about these men. 
Do ordinary people just drop their stuff 
and leave like that? 

The word ordinary is misleading 
when it comes to describing people. 
None of us are really ordinary. Each one 
of us has a blemish here and there. A 
spot here and there. Most of us, and I 
really believe all of us, have said and 

done things that we are not very proud 
of and perhaps even in the same day 
said or did something amazing. Some-
thing extraordinary. 

Scripture doesn’t tell us what they 
did with all of the fish. Did one of them 
stick five of them in their pocket for 
later? Did they give the fish to the 
crowds that Jesus had been talking to? 

Perhaps the other fisher guys took all of 
the fish to market and promised to  save 
their share for them. 

These details don’t seem to matter 
so much as that Jesus sees these ordi-
nary guys who may have been lousy at 
fishing, based on the evidence at the 
time, led them out into deeper water 
where Jesus filled their nets with more 
abundance than they could handle by 
themselves. These ordinary, questionable 
fishers, became part of Jesus’ first team 
that Jesus was putting together to carry 
on the mission of building HIs church 
after He got them started and partially 
trained. 

These ordinary guys made it to the 
Jesus movement version of the NBA 
without so much as a tryout. No signing 
bonus. No contract. Just a covenant to 
be explained later after the adventure of 
a lifetime. These ordinary men would 
someday be thought of as extraordinary. 
Not because of who they were or what 
they did, but because of what Jesus did 
with them and through them. 

Being ordinary doesn’t mean that we 
are not seen by Jesus. Even while Jesus 

is dealing with the crowd He notices us, 
and He notices when we’re having a bad 
day. And He is willing to turn our frown 
upside down but we need to be willing to 
wait for Him and listen as he teaches the 
crowd. And then we need to be willing to 
go with Him out into the deep water. 

 

But plan on needing help and calling 
your buddies standing on the shore to 
come and help haul in the load. Be pre-
pared to fall on your knees as you realize 
who is in the boat with You that all of 
Creation listens to. And be ready to drop 
everything you’re holding onto and follow 
Him. 

You will no longer be ordinary, but 
then you never really were ordinary. God 
sees you standing there and He knows 
what kind of day you’re having. Come 
join us on Sundays for our new worship 
series, Love does, that begins with this 
week’s message that we simply call Ordi-
nary. 

Pastor Tommy 

They pulled the boats up on the beach, 
left everything, and followed Jesus. 

                                           Luke 5:11 GNT 

You will no longer be ordinary, but 
then you never really were ordinary. 


