cecececscscscscscsce e
ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER

Welcame to the Usbury Community!

Simon says

Do you remember the
childhood game “Simon
says?” The person in charge
gives orders to the players
who follow only if the order
is preceded by the words
“Simon says.” Who is this
Simon character any way?
And who put him in charge?

This week we will talk
about our very human tenden-
cy to be people pleasers. Let’s
face the facts. We each want
to be loved and we will do
hand stands to get it. From
our very beginning we are
trained, quite unintentionally,
to presume that love is condi-
tional and this training contin-
ues as we learn how to get
along in the world. We come
to believe that love is a reac-
tion to an action that we un-

Signs & Wonders

Places where a road or
walkway crosses a railroad track
can be dangerous intersections.
Generally even in the most re-
mote places where cars and
trains seldom meet, there will be
a sign warning the would be
crosser that there could be dan-
ger looming just down the
tracks. Cross at your own risk is
the message hidden behind the
subtle notice of danger. Look
both ways, heed the signals,

dertake. If we clean our
room, momma loves me. If |
don’t clean my room, I hear
something that doesn’t
sound like “I love you.”

Ever bring home a bad re-
port card? How is the reac-
tion you received different
than the reaction you re-
ceived, or wished you re-
ceived, to a good report
card?

This is not to say that we
don’t rebel and contrary to

don’t try to circumvent the warn-
ing, are all subtexts to the warn-
ing sign.

Prophets recognize and
interpret signs as part of their
vocation. A prophet may encoun-

what many teenagers might
hear we seldom jump off a
cliff just because our friends
jump first. We are more com-
plex than that. Most of us
learn very early to calculate
the risk and reward of our
actions. Peter was the only
disciple to jump out of the
boat to find out if he could
walk on water. There’s a Peter
in every boat but the world is
not full of Peters. Neverthe-
less, deep inside our many
layers is our “people pleaser”
button — our “Simon says”
button. And it gets pushed by
numerous people in numerous
ways often without our per-
mission nor our knowledge.
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ter divine signs in a number of dif-

ferent ways and scenarios. They can

be signs of impending danger that
warn against continuing along a

particular road or they can be like
green lights at an intersection sig-

naling that God wants us to continue
on our way. Signs can signal detours
that allow us to continue but along a

different route. Prophetic discern-
ment requires looking for and inter-

preting signs with the help of divine

insight.

“Well that may be fine for
prophets but what if I’'m not a
prophet?” is a frequent asked ques-

tion on this topic of making sense of

God’s will for us.

Perhaps no other story in scrip-

ture is richer than the story of Gide-
on when it comes to a non-prophet
and divine signs. Page 2
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Special paints of intenest:

> Leadership Team—will meet
on Monday, October 15th at
6:00pm in the Asbury Library.

Asbury Café is Open!

Asbury Café is opened for lunch
on Fridays from 10:00am-2:00pm
outside the Worship Center on the

main floor.

These selections will also be avail-
able on Sunday mornings before

and after worship.
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Signs & Wonders ...cont. from Page 1

Found in the Book of Judges, Chapter 6, Gide-
on was hiding out so as not to be seen by the
Midianite gangs that were terrorizing their
neighborhood when a messenger from God
spoke to him. “The Lord is with you, brave
and mighty man!”

Gideon seems to ignore the sarcasm and
return the message with his own comeback:
“If I may ask, sir, why has all this happened to
us if the Lord is with us?” Great question and
one that gets asked by most of us at some
point when our
world seems to

“Why has all this happened

to us if the Lord is with us?” | be going to the
dogs and
Judges 6:13 GNT someone re-

minds us that
despite our misery and struggle, God is with
us. What kind of a God would be “with us”
and let bad things happen when we are doing
our very best to be faithful, kind to our neigh-
bor and be a good person?

Gideon gets straight to the point: “What
happened to all the wonderful things that our
fathers told us the Lord used to do—how he
brought them out of Egypt? The Lord has
abandoned us and left us to the mercy of the
Midianites.” Take that, angel!

So what does God do? God tells Gideon

Simon S&YS = ncont. from page 1

Often we are people pleasers out of
what seems like necessity. Our boss tells
us to clean the toilet and even if we find
toilets disgusting we do it because that’s
our job and we want to keep our job so

we can do

Offer yourselves as a something for

liViIlg sacrifice to GOd, ourselves after

dedicated to His service |0 [eqve

fmd pleasing to Hlm. This work. Perhaps

is the true worship that hot fud

you should offer. a hot fudge
Sunday to

Romans 12:1 GNT forget about

the awful

smells we had to deal with while cleaning
toilets. Many of us find ourselves in ca-
reers that leave us wanting more out of
life. We chose the road that we follow

to come out of hiding and do something
about it. “Who me?” Gideon would be justi-
fied in asking. “I’'m sending you” the messen-
ger tells Gideon who goes on with a laundry
list of why it can’t be him. It is the modern
day equivalent of “My life is a mess...I’'m
behind on my rent...I have a shut-off no-
tice...the creditors are calling...I have this
bad knee...I’m too old...I’m too young...
I’ve got things to do, and so on. Pick your
favorite. We all have a laundry list of reasons
why it should be someone else.

Giving up on arguing with the God who
created him Gideon wisely moves to testing
the message. Let me be clear that Gideon’s
story is our story only as an illustration and
attitude is everything. It is one thing to have
some self-doubt, it is foolish to doubt God.
Our best test is scripture. Is the message that
we are hearing consistent with scripture?

Gideon first
offers hospitali-
ty within a
ritual of wor-
ship and offer-
ing. He is not
doubting God.
He is honoring
God and want-
ing to be sure
that his under-
standing is

“l am putting some wool
on the ground where we
thresh the wheat. If in the
morning there is dew only
on the wool but not on the
ground, then I will know
that you are going to use
me.”

Judges 6:37 GNT

clear. May |

simply because it is easier to see the mile
markers and ditches. We follow the same
road that many followed before us and we
follow them to the destination that we
presume is at the end. Perhaps its retire-
ment and a chance finally to do some-
thing that we enjoy doing.

Our training to become people
pleasers is further ingrained in us when
we begin our formal education. In a study
conducted by Head Start, they discovered
that 98%of children ages three to five
“scored in the genius category for diver-
gent thinking. Five years later...this num-
ber had plummeted to only 32%...five
years later again...it was down to 10%.”

ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER

suggest for us that attending worship, prais-
ing God, is a great start along with fasting,
that is giving up something that is meaning-
ful, and lots of prayer. Do this before you
start asking for signs of affirmation.

When Gideon did this he encountered
the Holy. He was convinced that God had
spoken to him and he was overwhelmed
with the reality. This does not mean that
Gideon has clarity of direction. But he real-
ized that God had spoken to him and he was
ready to listen.

Gideon had his next step. He was to
knock down the idols that his neighbors
were worshiping. What followed at this
point was more worship along with an invi-
tation to his neighbors to return to worship-
ing the One True God. More offering. More
prayer. Gideon needed to draw closer to
God before he would be ready for specifics.
And we read that the Holy Spirit filled Gid-
eon and he was ready to follow faithfully.

Gideon’s testing of his understanding
of God’s will is very interesting. He puts a
wool cloth on the ground overnight, asking
God to soak the cloth with dew while leav-
ing the ground dry, and it works. The fol-
lowing night, he reverses his request, and
the next morning the ground is wet with
dew but the cloth is dry. Proof positive! Oh,
if it were always this easy.

Before you go hunting around the
house for pure wool to put out in the yard
overnight consider the possibility that God
will affirm your next step in a completely
different way. God wants your ear close
enough that you can hear a whisper. You
will find your equivalent of the “wool test”
when that which God is asking you to do is
big enough. But remember that attitude is

everything.

My concern for all of us is not that we
expect too much from God. My concern is
that we expect too little. We should antici-
pate miraculous signs and wonders because
they happen every day even without our
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According to MacKenzie every
school he visited was participating
in the suppression of creative genius

Page 3
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Signs & Wonders ...cont. from page 2 Simon SAYS ...cont. from page 2

participation. Jesus left His followers with a
promise that the Holy Spirit would empower
us to do even more than He showed in His
teaching us what to do. So, let’s do it.

Our second message in our new series,
Train wreck, is a story of signs and wonders.
Gideon realized in his worship that God had

spoken to him and was calling him to do some-

thing that he couldn’t imagine being possible.
What is your next step? Come and travel with
us over the next few weeks as we learn from
scripture how to hear the voice of God, avoid
disasters and to recover from those that we
don’t avoid.

Pastor Tommy

e

by training kids away from their natural-
born foolishness. Instead of their genius
being celebrated and validated, it was
criticized and inoculated.

The voice of world values and ex-
pectations became the loudest voice in
the room. We train our children to be
conformist. To think like us. What hap-
pens when the way we think is “of the
world” rather than kingdom thinking?

Do not conform yourselves to the stand-
ards of this world, but let God transform
you inwardly by a complete change of
your mind. Then you will be able to know
the will of God—what is good and is
pleasing to him and is perfect.

Romans 12:2 GNT

THE SALVATION ARMY
2018 Christmas Assistance Sign-up
Tuesday, October 16th, from 9:am-2pm

Wednesday, October 17th, hours to be extended 9am-7pm
Thursday, October 18th, from 9am-2pm

To sign up for assistance you must have the following documents

with you:

Michigan ID and social security cards for all adults in household. Case
summary from DHHS will be accepted as proof of social security number.
Proof of dependents in the home—birth certificates and social security
cards. Must be parents or provide proof of legal guardianship.
Current bills for the last 30 days—bills must contain the name and
address of the individual applying for assistance, including rent,
mortgage, water, electric, telephone, cable.
Proof of Income for last 30 days—Pay stubs, child support, social
security, SSI, unemployment/workman’s comp...etc

Flint Citadel Corps

211 W. Kearsley St

(810) 232-2196

In Our Prayers

Curtis Young Shirley Craig
Rachel Bastine Christopher Lewis
Norma Buzzard Sarah Tanner
Virginia Bigger Elizabeth Wright
Barbara Mclvor Judy Tanner
Jonathon Misner Mary Lyons
Nancy Auger Brenda

Austin & Mary Suffle

FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES WHO ARE
HOMEBOUND OR IN NURSING CARE

Sharon George
Elaine Lamoreaux
Mary Russell

Mary Nations
Carmen Misner

Prayer is at the heart of our beliefs

Mark Batterson, in his book titled
Whisper, argues that “desire” is one of
God’s love languages that helps us to
better discern divine will. God’s prom-
ise in scripture is that if we are faithfully
obedient we will be given the “desires”
of our hearts (Psalm 37:4). Batterson
writes that “what makes it difficult is
that we’re more in touch with others’
expectations than our own desires.” This
means that we are more in touch with
what the world expects of us than what
God expects from us despite God creat-
ing us with a burning desire to be who
God created us to be.

The result is, according to Batter-
son, is that “We worry way too much
about what people think, which is evi-
dence that we don’t worry enough about
what God thinks. It’s the fear of people
that keeps us from hearing and heeding
the voice of God. We let the expecta-
tions of others override the desires God
has put in our hearts.*

In our last series, Do you hear what
I hear?, we talked about Psalm 37 and
the importance of seeking God who
loves us unconditionally, rather than
succumb to conditional love. Our theme
focused more on our fears than our de-
sires. This week I want to turn our atten-
tion to our desires and the role that they
play in hearing the voice of God.

Following God’s plan is the only
certain way to avoid a train wreck. But
if your life is already your own custom-
ized version of a train wreck its not too
late. God accepts us as a living sacrifice
in whatever condition we are. We do not
have to change to be loved by God. We
don’t have to prepare ourselves, clean
up our act or even find “church” clothes
before God accepts us. We simply sur-
render offering whatever or whoever we
are right now to God. And God will
transform you into the person God in-

tended you to be. This is true worship.

Pastor Tommy
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Asbury Worship Series
Train Wreck
Third of Three Series

As we come to the end of the
2nd series in our trilogy where we
focused on listening and discern-
ment, we move into practical illustra-
tions from scripture of real people
either avoiding disaster or recovering
from disaster by being obedient. Our
3" series has a subtitle: Recovery and

Book Club News

NOTE - WE ARE NOW MEETING ON
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON.

Has any one ever invited you to watch a movie
or read a book with the qualifier “Are you ready for a
good cry?” For some of
us, this “sweetens” the
invitation and the an-
swer is nearly always
YES. For some, this
qualifier is a dis-
qualifier. Why set my
selfuptocryonpur-
pose? Thenthereis the
middle ground — the
majority. We may dip
our toes in emotionally
but hold out as long as
possible. “There’s no
crying in baseball!”is a line that comes to mind for
me. That's a lie. I've coached hundreds of childrenin
baseball and tears are a part of the game. And a part
of life.

10 Yiears After Columbind
Rachel Scotr's Faith Livs

As we put our last book selection behind us
we turn from analysis to real life. While our last
book was non-fiction and full of reporting on life it
was mostly at a societal level as we analyzed the

avoidance. And yet another sub-
subtitle: Overcoming temptation
through obedience.

Most of us have felt like we
were in a train wreck at some point
or another. How do we recover
from such a catastrophe? Even
better, how can we avoid another
train wreck? This series brings our
journey into the heart of God's
plan for us: Obedience.

state of our democracy, or lack there of, from a
safe distance. Our next book invites us into the
story — into the lives of a family devastated by our
inability as a people to provide safety for our chil-
dren. Not because we aren’t trying hard. But per-
haps our lack of democracy plays a bigger role
than we may care torecognize.

In our study just finished, authors Frances
Moore Lappe and Adam Eichen argue that
“Democracy is not a choice. Creating democracies
truly accountable to their citizens is essential to
our very survival—to the flourishing of societies
supporting human life, and now, because of
climate change, to the survival of the Earth..” The
burning question is “What is the world that we want
to create together?”

Certainly, our children are at the center of
our hopes. As school shootings continue atan
increasing rate while politician huddle in back
rooms to find new ways to protect the interest of
gun manufacturers and political contributions our
youth are rising up and calling them to come out
and lookinto the faces of children who are both
afraid and tired of adults unwilling to take action.
Our children are using their voices and their votes
for change, even as some states try to create new
obstacles that discourage them from voting.

Our next book takes us also into the heart of a
teenager. A student at Columbine High School who
once wrote in her personal journal, "l am not going

Leadership in Worship & Service

Welcome Team Tony, Mirium,

Ushers Anthony, Jim
Production Team Mark
Children Mirium & Emily

Worship Leaders Cyndi
Café Christine & Norma

Asbury Staff
Rev. Dr. Tommy McDoniel Pastor
Mark Vorenkamp Children & Youth
Sylvia Pittman Worship Arts

Leadership Chair
Office Secretary
Farm to Table
Business Operations

Jim Craig
Connie Portillo
Kevin Croom
Israel Unger

Asbury Café
Plan to meet outside the sanctuary each
Sunday before worship for coffee, tea,
snacks, conversation and so on. The mu-
sic will start when it is time to wrap up
and head in for worship.

ASBURY CIRCUIT RIDER
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to apologize for speaking the name of Jesus.... If|
have to sacrifice everything... | will.” While lam not
one who readily takes on a book that promises to
turnonthe tears | was hooked as soon as | began
reading. And the tears..well have some tissues
close by. Amazon’s website describes our next
book, Rachael’s Tears, as follows:

The Columbine tragedy in April 1999 pierced
the heart of our country. We later learned that the
teenage killers specifically targeted Rachel Scott
and mocked her Christian faith on their chilling,
homemade videotapes. Rachel Scott died for her
faith. Now her parents talk about Rachel's life and
how they have found meaningin their daughter's
martyrdom in the aftermath of the school shooting.

Rachel's Tearscomes from a heartfelt need to
celebrate this young girl's life, to work through the
griefand the ques-
tions of a nation, and
to comfort those who
have beentouched by
e violence in our
schools today. Using
excerptsand draw-
ings from Rachel's
own journals, her
parents offer a spir-
—. itual perspective on
the Columbine trage-
dy and provide a vision of hope for preventing youth
violence across the nation.

!’[

We encourage you to come to our Wednesday
gatherings. Our small group hopes to widen our
circle and so we hope that you will joinin on our
discussion. We meet each Wednesday at Noon.
Come join us for a light lunch, fellowship and dis-
cussion. Our food selections have been fantastic
and we always have plenty to share. And we are
always on the lookout for our next book, video les-
son or topic. Your participation and suggestions are
greatly appreciated.

*Nimmo, Beth, and Darrell Scott. Rachel's Tears:
The Spiritual Journey of Columbine Martyr Rachel
Scott. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2000, 2008.
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Asbury Worship Series ..Train Wreck continued from page 4

Trains were not around dur-
ing the times of the Old Testa-
ment prophets but shorts were.
So our theme verse uses a pair
of shorts as a metaphor for a
train wreck — which is in turn
our metaphor for a really bad
situation that we all would rather
avoid. In Jeremiah 13:11 God re-
veals to the prophet the divine
goal: “Just as shorts fit tightly
around the waist, so | intended all
the people of Israel and Judah to
hold tightly to me. | did this so
that they would be my people

Coming up this week

Oct15 Mon 6:00pm Leadership Team

Oct 16 Tues l0am-2pm Water Distribution
Octl1l?7 Wed 12Noon Pastor Book Club Look for announcements scrolling on the

. . our screen prior to the start of worship.

6:00PM  Beginners Bible Study
Email announcements by the Friday
Oct 18 Thu 10am-2pm Water Distribution before to:
Oct19 Fri 10am-2pm Asbury Cafe Open FlintAsburyUMC@gmail.com
Oct20 Sat FhkkkE
Our Asbury church directory has

Oct 21 SUNDAY

9:30am Café Opens

10:30am New Beginnings
Contemporary Worship

Ways to Connect

Donate —You can give online at FlintAs-
bury.org/donate

Music Ministry —-We are looking for vo-
calists and musicians.

Community Gardening — The Asbury
Farm needs volunteers.

Pantry - We need food items, including
meats, paper products; personal items
diapers, and financial support.

Social Media allows us to tell others about
the work that God is doing. All of us can

and would bring praise and honor to
my name.”

But, the people ignored God's
plan for intimacy and obedience,
giving into temptations in the same
way that the first couple did in Gene-
sis. God's message to Jeremiah is to
the point: “But they would not obey
me."” God's threat that follows from
this declaration in Jeremiah sounds a
bit harsh. But, God is not happy with
the people of Judah because they
are chasing after other gods. Sound
familiar?

Last Week for Worship
Attendance 30 Offering $ 793

been printed. If you would like

one, please leave me a note in my
mailbox or leave me a message and

I will make sure you get one.

Connie

help enhance our presence in the social
media by posting on our Facebook and
utilizing our website for blogging.

Housing - the Asbury House offers local
college students a way to use their gifts

and passions together with their faith in

building a better neighborhood.

Women’s Circles - The women of Asbury
meet regularly in small groups.

Pastor’s Book Club meets each Tuesday
at 12Noon for fellowship, food and learn-

ing.

A quick word about what is
meant by “other gods” so there is
no confusion. In the first of the
Ten Commandments God spells
out a divine insistence on where
our focus belongs. On God and
God alone. Worship of any other
god is forbidden and a train
wreck waiting to happen. What
are other gods? The most obvi-
ous is money, but other gods
include cars, other persons, drugs
& alcohol, getting our own way,
control, power, and more.

Page 8

/*ase New Asbury UMC\

Coffee Cups

—

are available by bringing
a friend or neighbor to
Sunday Worship with
you! Just fill out a
Connect Card so we
can get to know them
too, turn it in to the
Café ladies and you
and your guest will be
given one of these cof-

/

fee cups.




/POETRY A

By Tommy WecPoniel

N

A Certain Road

T took a certain road that led we toward it+s evd
A way determived before wme, by other wmen.
T did not question to where i+ led
for the scevery pleased me and made me glad.

The jourvey was long in my own ears

Though short by eternal measure.
T did vot look ahead, but as T peered at the sights around me
T was enslaved by the present and held captive by today.

What do you feel when you hear Church bells?
Is it a sound that siguals hope?

Like the lost seaman hearing the lighthounse horw,
it sings comfort +o my soul.
But an alarm also sounded, time o change course
before my journey ends.

What do you feel when you hear Church bells?
Do they stir vour heart to sing?
The fog horn has sounded danger anead,
For my path was well worn.

T took a certaiv road, that led me towards its ewd,
A way determined by other wmen,
But the scemery vio longer pleased me
For my heart has heard the bells
And my way has turned towards another place,
At the Lords altar shall T kneel.

Now T take a certain road
Ove that has wo end;
A way that has been shown o me,
BY God avd vot by man.
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Life Group Questions & Notes

ship that you should offer. Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by
a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is

Olffer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated
to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true wor-

perfect.
Romans 12:1-2 GNT

NOTES FROM WORSHIP

QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS

Are you a people pleaser? Awareness is a great place to start. Once we are aware that our
actions are a result of wanting people to like us we are more able to stop and turn to God to

ask if this is pleasing to Him. What do you need to stop?

2. Have you surrendered yourself to Christ just as you are or are you trying to make changes so
that Christ will accept you? If so, stop. Christ loves you now.

1.

3. How can the members of your group help you this week?
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Neighborhood Connection

FlintAsbury.org

We envision a community in love with God,
each other, and our neighbors evidenced by

the transformation of ourselves and our

neighborhood. We are a center for worship
& spiritual growth, a center for connections

and a center for health & wellness.

Our goal is a revitalized community where every resident can use their tal-

ents and passions for the common good, where children grow into citizens

who contribute to building and maintaining a vibrant neighborhood, and

all residents are able to enjoy safety, good health, a culture that fosters life

long learning and satisfying lives.

We believe that such an ambitious goal can never be attained without

God'’s grace and abundance and Christ calls each of us to be disciples will-

ing to share our witness through words and acts.

Asbury Worship Series ..Train Wreck cont.. from page 5§

In other words, anything that gets in
our way of obedience to God.

We can quickly become so busy
chasing after other gods we have little
time to hear the voice of the One True
God. And God tries to warn us we are
either too busy to listen or unwilling to
be obedient. God will warn us against
doing what we are choosing to do if we
are headed for a train wreck. Scripture
is full of stories that illustrate the conse-
quences. We are like a pair of under-
wear that gets hidden in a rock. They
soon wear out and no longer fit our
body. They are ruined. They are a “train
wreck.”

Like the pair of linen shorts that
God told Jeremiah to put in the rocks,
should we pursue other gods long
enough, we are ruined. Our life be-
comes a train wreck.

Many of us come to realize that we
are like the prophet Isaiah as he came
face to face with God's call on his life:
"There is no hope for me! | am
doomed because every word that pass-
es my lips is sinful, and | live among
people whose every word is sinful”

(Isaiah 6:5 GNT).

The prophet encounters God and
realizes that he had not obeyed God
and lived among people who likewise
did not obey God. This is all of us. This
leads to a train wreck sooner or later.

Discernment involves a communi-
ty open to the possibility that God is
speaking through actions and deci-
sions all around us. For example, why
did our weekly book club small group
study a book about democracy? Clear-
ly, our situation in Washington has
reached an all-time low, but some
question whether the church should
take a position on politics? When Jesus
said to give to Caesar (government)
that which they claim and give to God
what God claims was He making a
politically neutral statement? Or is Je-
sus calling it like it is?

Here is a possible discernment:
What if God is calling Asbury to be-
come more active in making a political
statement of inclusion and democratic
process? After all the work that we are
doing in our community cannot be
done in a vacuum. The City's Master
Plan affects our community and the

people we serve. Decisions about land
usage, whether we can combine lots,
drill wells, eliminate streets and use
buildings are all a part of God's plan
for good.

6st as shorts fit tightly around\

the waist, so lintended all the
people of Israel and Judah to
hold tightly to me. | did this so
thatthey would be my people and
would bring praise and honor to
my name; but they would not
obey me.

\ Jeremiah 13:11 GNTJ

God has a plan for Asbury that
includes all of us in one way or anoth-
er. God has a plan for every person
and it is a plan for our own good. But
unless we are obedient to God's plan
we cannot benefit from God's divine
favor.

Whether you are recovering from
a train wreck or hoping to avoid one,
join us each Sunday for a practical
message that can help you face your
challenges. Pastor Tommy



